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July 5, 2026

Church of the Nativity
3800 W. 119th Street 
Leawood, KS 66209  

913.491.5017
www.kcnativity.org
info@kcnativity.org

Daily Mass Schedule
M-F: 6:45 a.m.  |  M-S: 8:15 a.m.

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 7:30, 9, 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Mass posted daily online at 

www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Adoration
Mondays 8:45 a.m. - 

6:30 a.m. Friday (check page 4)

Parish Office Hours
M-T: 8:30 a.m. - 4: 30 p.m.

F: 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.



14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 2

Pastor's Corner
“Our First, Most Cherished Liberty”

The following is a statement from the USCCB on the gift of religious liberty.

We are Catholics. We are Americans. We are proud to be both, grateful for the gift of faith which is 
ours as Christian disciples, and grateful for the gift of liberty which is ours as American citizens. To 
be Catholic and American should mean not having to choose one over the other. Our allegiances 
are distinct, but they need not be contradictory, and should instead be complementary. That is 
the teaching of our Catholic faith, which obliges us to work together with fellow citizens for the 
common good of all who live in this land. That is the vision of our founding and our Constitution, 
which guarantees citizens of all religious faiths the right to contribute to our common life together.

Freedom is not only for Americans, but we think of it as something of our special inheritance, 
fought for at a great price, and a heritage to be guarded now. We are stewards of this gift, not 
only for ourselves but for all nations and peoples who yearn to be free. Catholics in America have 
discharged this duty of guarding freedom admirably for many generations.

In 1887, when the archbishop of Baltimore, James Gibbons, was made the second American 
cardinal, he defended the American heritage of religious liberty during his visit to Rome to receive 
the red hat. Speaking of the great progress the Catholic Church had made in the United States, he 
attributed it to the "civil liberty we enjoy in our enlightened republic." Indeed, he made a bolder 
claim, namely that "in the genial atmosphere of liberty [the Church] blossoms like a rose."

This is not a Catholic issue. This is not a Jewish issue. This is not an Orthodox, Mormon, or Muslim 
issue. It is an American issue.

From well before Cardinal Gibbons, Catholics in America have been advocates for religious liberty, 
and the landmark teaching of the Second Vatican Council on religious liberty was influenced by 
the American experience. It is among the proudest boasts of the Church on these shores. We have 
been staunch defenders of religious liberty in the past. We have a solemn duty to discharge that 
duty today.

We need, therefore, to speak frankly with each other when our freedoms are threatened. Now is 
such a time. As Catholic bishops and American citizens, we address an urgent summons to our 
fellow Catholics and fellow Americans to be on guard, for religious liberty is under attack, both at 
home and abroad.

Please continue to educate yourselves about religious freedom and the threats it faces every day.  
Both the Kansas Catholic Conference and the USCCB have great resources as well as there are 
good videos on FORMED.org too.

Fr. Jerry



July 5, 2026Bulletin notices:  communication@kcnativity.org 3

Liturgy & Prayer

Readings Week Of July 5
Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30
Monday: Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10/Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 10:1-7
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16/Mt 10:7-15
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17/Mt 10:16-23
Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33
Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

Prayer Requests
Please pray for our parishioners, 
family & friends. Jeff Brockhaus, Ruth 
Sobek, Kevin Fiorella, Becki Racunas, 
Kelsey Chalmers, Rich Bono, Marie Pal, 
Peg Ellington, Martha Groff, James 
Gegg, Brian Taylor, Theresa Matthys, 
Linda Jantsch, Jay Flynn, Ricky 
Whitehead, Duffy Karcz, Kate Cornell 
Mease, Robin Love, Pam Murphy, Kerri 
Martin, Diane Darby, Jacquelyn Dear, 
Pete Embree, Nancy Santoro, Everett 
Mealman, Meghan Pizarro, Kate Otte, 
Janet Antony, Pat Tyler, Brian Miller, 
Alexis Mirakian, Bill Beaumont, Scott 
Carson,  Jim Murphy, Katelyn Stewart 
Holland, Camille Yoder, Gary Smith, 
Karol McMahon, Brooks Bolner, 
Ludgarde Broucke, Michael Buffa, 
Clyde Hutchison, Allie O'Neil, Jeff 
Bradshaw, Nicole Lemas, Ken Buyle, 
Kathy Buyle, Faith Seuferling, Chuck 
Blalock, Connie Underwood,  Paul 
Trenshaw, Bob Dorscheid, Richard 
Khoury, David Cox, Alice Hagan, 
Bridget Haggerty, Mike Dunn, Christi 
Scaduto, Carol Lantz, Tina Hawk-
Trenshaw, Tara Funk, Pat Urnise, 
Constance Williams, Fred Kipp, Cindy 
Jeffcot, Bretton, Jim Morrison, Deborah 
Taylor, Paul Burke, Leanne Miller, Joan 
McHale, Erik Moberg, Victor Kelsay, 
Jenna Davison, Richard Cook, Alexis 
Mirakian.

If you would like a family member 
listed, please contact Connor Kmiecik, 
at communication@kcnativity.org, 913-
338-4367 or fill out the form at www.
kcnativity.org/prayer-request. The 
name will be listed for one month. 
You may email to have them added 
again. 

Mass Intentions for the Week of July 5

Monday, July 6 | St. Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr
6:45 a.m. †Rene Garvey
   †Bruce Isbell
8:15 a.m. †Jake Wiesner

Tuesday, July 7
6:45 a.m. †Sylvia Marguerite Hager
8:15 a.m. †Marta Buser

Wednesday, July 8
6:45 a.m. †Sue Foster 
8:15 a.m. †Marie Bauer

Thursday, July 9 | St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and 
Companions, Martyrs
6:45 a.m. †Ron Cailteux
8:15 a.m. †Giacomo & Isabella Leone
   †Barb Estrada
   †Dennis Wills
   †JoCarole Guastello
   †Dick Cook

Friday, July 10
6:45 a.m. †The Merli Family
8:15 a.m. †Mary Bridget Kratofil

Saturday, July 11 | St. Benedict, Abbot
8:15 a.m. †Robert P. & Virginia Foster

5 p.m. (Vigil) †Phyllis Brennan
                                   
Sunday, July 12 | 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 a.m. †James Budde
9 a.m. †Richard Watkins
11 a.m.  †Pamela Meeker
5 p.m. SpI People of the Parish

Mass is offered online at 
www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation is offered each Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
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Parish Life
Low Gluten Hosts
The presiding priest will have 
a separate pyx containing low-
gluten hosts. Simply receive 
from his line at Mass stating 
“low gluten.”

Assistance in Receiving 
Communion
If you need assistance in 
receiving communion at Mass, 
please notify an usher when 
you come into the church and 
they will notify a Eucharistic 
Minister.

Homebound Ministry

Are you or someone you love not able to attend Mass due 
to illness, aging, or surgery?    We have parish Homebound 
Ministers who are trained to bring the Eucharist to you.
Please contact Paula Bersuch at 913-706-4483 to schedule a 
regular or temporary visit.
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Parish Life
Day School Job Openings

Our school is growing! Do you 
love working with children? 
Multiple job positions open 
in Nativity Day School 15-40 
hours weekly. Hours vary 
according to the position. 
Please contact Katie King @ 
katie.king@kcnativity.org or 
by phone at 913-338-4330.

Now Hiring - Pastoral Associate

We are seeking a full-time Pastoral Associate to collaborate 
closely with the Pastor, Director of Music and others to support 
the spiritual life of the parish by ensuring every celebration of 
the Mass and sacraments is reverent with well-coordinated 
liturgies.  In addition, you will be the focal point and consistent, 
empathetic guide for families seeking Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals. Qualified candidates must be an active member 
of the Catholic Church in good standing.  A degree in theology, 
liturgical studies or related subject, or 2 years parish liturgy 
experience is preferred.  A proven ability to provide caring 
service to others plus excellent multi-tasking, interpersonal, 
communication, and collaboration skills are required.  You 
will need to work on Sundays, holy days, and some evenings. 
Come join our vibrant Parish staff as a vital resource to Fr. Jerry.  
Request more info or apply at jobapplication@kcnativity.org.

Join Our Afterschool Care Team!

Do you love working with kids and making a difference in their 
day? We are looking for a caring, energetic, and reliable team 
member to work with our Afterschool Care program!  This job is 
perfect for college students, retirees, or anyone passionate about 
helping children grow and thrive.  
• Hours: 3:00 – 6:00 daily and can range from 15 to 20 hours per 
week.
• Duties: 
o Assist with homework and learning activities.
o Lead fun games, crafts, and supervise group activities.
o Create a safe, positive, and engaging environment.

Apply today and be part of a growing program and team that 
inspires young minds every day!
Please contact Becky Parker at becky.parker@kcnativity.org or 
by phone at 913-406-6616

Men of Nativity
Wednesday | St. Joseph Room

7:15 AM - 8:00 AM
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Parish Life
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Parish Life
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Military Prayer List

Air Force: Shea Pribyl, Sean 
Murphy, Brian Thibault, 
William Tyler Keller, Nick 
DuPre’, Christopher 
Greger, Logan Elbrader, 1st 
Lieutenant Jake Johnson 
Army: Benjamin Heath, 
Paul Iliff, Ryan Horne, 
Bradford H. Long, Michael R. 
Strachan, Margaret Bendorf, 
Trey Van Hout, Lant B. 
Fogerty, Matthew Tieszen, 
Sgt. Jake McCoy, Captain 
Seth Gulsby, Michael Dean, 
Daniel O’Reardon, Breann 
Hicks, Logan Gabriel 
.Coast Guard: Sean Pribyl, 
Matthew Matheson, Reed 
Davison. Marine Corps: 
Jeremy Ludwig, Ronald J. 
Willy, M.D, Ryan P. Graber, 
Demetrie Reed, Ryan Tudas, 
Luke Blackwell, Captain 
Travis Able, 2nd Lieutenant 
Cristina Young, Captain 
David Leatherwood, Ryan 
Graber, Michael Blake. 
National Guard: Bernard 
Nicola. Navy: Kristy 
Rukavina, Randy Weigand. 
Branch not given: Amanda 
Rutherford, Sgt. Trevor Lutz.

Please keep these soldiers 
in your prayers. If you would 
like to add someone to this 
list, send their names to 
communication@kcnativity.
org.Please let us know 
when they can be removed. 

  

Parish Life

40 Years of Nativity
Reflection by Catherine & Bill Powers

Bill & I moved to our current home in Leawood 37 years ago with 
our oldest 2 children. Our realtor had told us that the vacant area 
north of 119th & Mission Road had been donated to the diocese 
for the new Catholic church in the area, Church of the Nativity. 
It was a unique experience to go to Sunday masses at Leawood 
Middle School and daily masses at the Rectory, with Confessions 
heard in the Rectory’s Dining Room area. Our 3rd child was 
baptized in the living room of the Rectory and our 4th child in 
the baptismal font of the new church by Fr. Tom Tank.

The attached picture is of a stone that was given to parishioners 
on groundbreaking day with the verse from 1Peter 2:5, “We are 
Living Stones, a building of Spirit”. Fr. Tom emphasized that 
these buildings were being built on a firm foundation of ROCK, 
and all of us were part of these living stones. By the time the 
Church & School were being built, we felt very involved in Parish 
life.

We are grateful to the Archdiocese of NEKS & our Parish for 
such a strong Catholic foundation in this area. We have enjoyed 
all the Sacraments thru our children, including Baptisms 
& Confirmations, First Communion & frequent Eucharist, 
Reconciliation & Marriages. We have volunteered in many 
ministries and know of the care & compassion of this Christian 
community of the Body 
of Christ. The name & 
patronage of our Parish 
has strengthened many 
holy families over the 
past 4 decades. God has 
truly blessed Church of 
the Nativity!

Save the Date - Wine Club

NATIVITY WINE CLUB 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH. 
6:30- 8pm. Parish Hall. $30 per 
person. Limited to 40 people. 
Cash/checks to Parish Office 
for RSVP!
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Comunity Events

Hot Dog Race
Girls Run

THIS YEARS EVENT IS A FreeWill offering
to benefit seminarians will be accepted at the ballpark
or you can donate right now using the QR code.

Priests from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph vs.
the priests of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas to

raise funds for and encourage vocations

GATES OPEN AT 5:00 PM THIS YEAR!
On field events start at 5:20 pm

First pitch at 6:30 pm

#V��ƨƨƨ

3:00 pm - Tailgating in the parking lot
5:00 pm - Stadium gates open (an hour earlier!)
5:20 pm - Kids Run (on the field)
6:00 pm - Baby Crawl
6:20 pm - Skydivers land in stadium
6:30 pm - First Pitch
9:00 pm - Game Ends

Tailgating

Boys Run Baby Crawl

You can also donate online at catholicradio.com

1800 Village West Parkway, Kansas City, Kansas

more
events!

Parachute Pants

Dance offBalloon Bust
Ketchup, Mustard & Relish Race

mmorerer
eeeventsstst !!!
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Help support St Mary’s Food Kitchen 
(Hot Lunch Service, Inc.).

We have been serving lunch to the needy for 
41 years - 365 days a year. 

All dona�ons are tax-deduc�ble.
Ques�ons - emikeamos@gmail.com

Community Events

JCCB Adult GiftsJCCB Adult Gifts
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Parish Life

Knights Of Columbus
July Leadership Meeting - July 4th
July General Council Meeting - July 6th

For more information on the Nativity council, events 
and photos of previous events, please visit our website at www.
knightsofnativity.com or contact Kirk Lakebrink, membership, at 
kirk.lakebrink@gmail.com. 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men’s service organization 
open to all men of Nativity Parish who are dedicated to Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. Join the Knights of Nativity and 
help us build the Nativity Parish community!

Our Tithes and Offerings
For Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/26

Annual Collection Income 
Needed           $4,810,000

Collections Ending June 21

Masses               $18,717
Mail Receipts                                      $14,381 
ACH                                                      $38,955
Online Giving                                          $19,868
Total                            $91,921
Thank you for your generosity.

Give electronically via the website 
at www.kcnativity.org

It is never too late to make 
stewardship a way of life.

Families of Young Children is 
looking for helping hands to 
serve with our group! There 
are opportunities to assist with 
organizing events, planning 
crafts for Donut Sundays, 
communication, etc. This 
can be a small commitment 
or large depending on your 
schedule. Please email foyc@
kcnativity.org if 
you are interested 
in helping!       
                                                                                                       
Facebook Group:
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Parish Contact Information
Parish Staff
Pastor, Fr. Jerry Volz......................................................................................jvolz@kcnativity.org
Associate Pastor, Fr. Andrew Strobl............................................ astrobl@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Jim Mullin.................................................................................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Scott Tampke............................................................................tampkes@gmail.com
Director of Accounting, Rebecca Coldicutt.........................rebecca@kcnativity.org
Administrative Coordinator, Jane Burgett........................jburgett@kcnativity.org
Director of Operations, Amy Moritz...........................................amoritz@kcnativity.org
Communications Director, Connor Kmiecik..communication@kcnativity.org
IT Director, Nancy West.......................................................................nwest@kcnativity.org
Music Director, Dan Klocke.............................................................dklocke@kcnativity.org
Registrar (Interim), Larry Peal...............................................................lpeal@kcnativity.org
Stewardship Director, Kelly Samuelson.....................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
Admin. Assistant, Karen O’Neil........................................................koneil@kcnativity.org

Nativity Parish School
Principal, Luke Jennison.................................................Luke.Jennison@kcnativity.org
Office Manager, Haley Day ......................................................haley.day@kcnativity.org
Marketing Coordinator, Kelly Samuelson................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
After School Care, Becky Parker........................................becky.parker@kcnativity.org

Christian Formation (Religious Education)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Lynnette Rempel...l.rempel@kcnativity.org
Minister of Evangelization, Deacon Jim Mullin....................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Minister of Belonging and Hospitality, Liz Hagen..........Lhagen@kcnativity.org
RE Director, K-8, Catie Klocke.........................................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Sacramental Preparation, Catie Klocke..................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Youth Ministry Director, Sienna Wingerson................swingerson@kcnativity.org
Youth Minister, Adam Schwinn.............................................. aschwinn@kcnativity.org
CFO Admin. Assistant, Jennifer Murphy...............................jmurphy@kcnativity.org

Sacramental Preparation
Baptism Class Scheduling, Larry Peal..........................................................................491.5017
Confirmation, Catie Klocke................................................................................................338.4367
RCIA/OCIA, Mary Lambrechts..............................................mlambrechts@kcnativity.org
Reconciliation/1st Eucharist, Catie Klocke..............................................................338.4367
Marriage Scheduling, Larry Peal......................................................................................491.5017

Pastoral Council
Robert Kopp (chair)
Barbara Able
Patrick Leiker
Lee Pallardy
Nancy Rasmussen
Jim Sheedy
Kim White
Jennifer Thompson
Annie Brooks

Email the Council at
pastoralcouncil@kcnativity.
org

Finance Council
Steve Clifford (chair)
Kelly Clifford
Linda Hanson
John Kilroy
Stephen Penn
Debbie Wilkerson
Jim Williams

Church Office
3800 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.491.5017
Fax: 913.491.5065

Nativity School Office
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4330
Fax: 913.338.2050

Christian Formation 
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4367

Liturgy Commission
Please use your church directory 
to find personal phone numbers.

Masters of Ceremonies
Ed Embree
David Pope
Scott Balog
Lectors
Joan Roethle
A&E   
Dana Mullin
Sacristans   
Scott Tampke
Greeters   
Denise Vedder
Ushers   
Chuck Sipple
Adoration
Joe and Susan Vogliardo
Altar Servers
David Pope 
dpope66209@yahoo.com

Ext. Min. of Holy Communion    
Mike Bartkoski
Music   
Dan Klocke 491.5017
Little Church   
Catie Klocke 338.4367
Ministry to Homebound/
Hospitals/Retirement Homes
Paula Bersuch 913.706.4483
Scheduling   
Kathy Elson

Please use your church 
directory to find personal 
phone numbers.

Parish Outreach 
Committee
Mike Bartkoski   
Rod Carson
Leslie Chalmers (co-chair)
Denny Dennihan
Joyce Didde
Tom Garbach
Joan Roethle (co-chair)
Bob Vedder




