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July 12, 2026

Church of the Nativity
3800 W. 119th Street 
Leawood, KS 66209  

913.491.5017
www.kcnativity.org
info@kcnativity.org

Daily Mass Schedule
M-F: 6:45 a.m.  |  M-S: 8:15 a.m.

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 7:30, 9, 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Mass posted daily online at 

www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Adoration
Mondays 8:45 a.m. - 

6:30 a.m. Friday (check page 4)

Parish Office Hours
M-T: 8:30 a.m. - 4: 30 p.m.

F: 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Pastor's Corner
The Sower, the Soil, and the Sacred Role of Parents and Godparents 

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus tells of a farmer who generously scatters seed. The seed is the 
Word of God and the gift of His grace. Some seed falls on the path, some on rocky ground, some 
among thorns, and some on rich soil where it bears abundant fruit. 

Every Baptism is a living example of this parable. 

In Baptism, God plants the seed of divine life within a child. Through the waters of Baptism, the 
child becomes an adopted son or daughter of God, is freed from original sin, and is incorporated 
into the Body of Christ. The seed is perfect because it comes from God. 

Yet Jesus reminds us that every seed needs fertile soil. 

That is why the Church asks parents and godparents to make such solemn promises during the 
Rite of Baptism. Parents are asked if they understand the responsibility they are undertaking in 
raising their child in the practice of the faith. Godparents are asked if they are ready to help the 
parents fulfill that sacred duty. 

These promises are not simply ceremonial words. They are a commitment to cultivate the soil in 
which God’s grace can flourish. Children learn the faith by watching the adults who love them. 
They learn to pray because someone prays with them. They discover the importance of Sunday 
Mass because their family makes it a priority. They learn forgiveness, generosity, and trust in God 
because they experience those virtues at home. 

Because the role of a godparent is so important, the Church has established certain requirements 
in Canon Law. According to Canon 874, a godparent must: 

Be chosen by the parents (or guardian) or, in their absence, by the pastor or minister, and have the 
aptitude and intention of fulfilling this role. 

Be at least sixteen years of age, unless the diocesan bishop has established another age or the 
pastor grants an exception for a just cause. 

Be a Catholic who has received Baptism, Confirmation, and the Holy Eucharist. 

Be living a life of faith that is in keeping with the responsibility of serving as a godparent. This 
ordinarily means practicing the Catholic faith and striving to live according to the teachings of the 
Church. 

Not be bound by any canonical penalty that has been legitimately imposed or declared. 

Not be the father or mother of the child being baptized. 

The Church also allows a baptized Christian from another ecclesial community to serve as a 
Christian witness, but only together with a Catholic godparent. A Christian witness is not a 
substitute for a Catholic godparent. 

These requirements are not intended to exclude family members or close friends. Rather, they 
reflect the Church’s conviction that every baptized child deserves someone who can truly 
accompany them in the Catholic faith. A godparent is more than an honorary title. He or she is a 
spiritual mentor, a prayer partner, and a faithful witness to the Gospel. 

In a world filled with distractions and messages contrary to the Gospel, children need adults who 
can help them recognize the voice of Christ. Parents are the primary educators in the faith, and 
godparents are called to support them through prayer, encouragement, and the example of a 
faithful Catholic life. 

The Parable of the Sower reminds us that while only God can give the gift of faith, He invites us to 
prepare the soil. Every prayer offered with a child, every Sunday Mass attended as a family, every 
act of charity, every conversation about Jesus, and every faithful example helps cultivate the  soil 
where the seed of Baptism can grow and bear fruit “thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.”
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Liturgy & Prayer

Readings Week Of July 12
Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9
Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 10:34-11:1
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21
Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Prayer Requests
Please pray for our parishioners, 
family & friends. Jeff Brockhaus, Ruth 
Sobek, Kevin Fiorella, Becki Racunas, 
Kelsey Chalmers, Rich Bono, Marie Pal, 
Peg Ellington, Martha Groff, James 
Gegg, Brian Taylor, Theresa Matthys, 
Linda Jantsch, Jay Flynn, Ricky 
Whitehead, Duffy Karcz, Kate Cornell 
Mease, Robin Love, Pam Murphy, Kerri 
Martin, Diane Darby, Jacquelyn Dear, 
Pete Embree, Nancy Santoro, Everett 
Mealman, Meghan Pizarro, Kate Otte, 
Janet Antony, Pat Tyler, Brian Miller, 
Alexis Mirakian, Bill Beaumont, Scott 
Carson,  Jim Murphy, Katelyn Stewart 
Holland, Camille Yoder, Gary Smith, 
Karol McMahon, Brooks Bolner, 
Ludgarde Broucke, Michael Buffa, 
Clyde Hutchison, Allie O'Neil, Jeff 
Bradshaw, Nicole Lemas, Ken Buyle, 
Kathy Buyle, Faith Seuferling, Chuck 
Blalock, Connie Underwood,  Paul 
Trenshaw, Bob Dorscheid, Richard 
Khoury, David Cox, Alice Hagan, 
Bridget Haggerty, Mike Dunn, Carol 
Lantz, Tina Hawk-Trenshaw, Tara 
Funk, Pat Urnise, Constance Williams, 
Fred Kipp, Cindy Jeffcot, Bretton, Jim 
Morrison, Deborah Taylor, Paul Burke, 
Leanne Miller, Joan McHale, Erik 
Moberg, Victor Kelsay, Jenna Davison, 
Alexis Mirakian, Craig Titus.

If you would like a family member 
listed, please contact Connor Kmiecik, 
at communication@kcnativity.org, 913-
338-4367 or fill out the form at www.
kcnativity.org/prayer-request. The 
name will be listed for one month. 
You may email to have them added 
again. 

Mass Intentions for the Week of July 12

Monday, July 13 | St. Henry
6:45 a.m. †Jack & Mary Thesing
   †John G. Sullivan
8:15 a.m. †Dean L. Hubbard

Tuesday, July 14 | St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
6:45 a.m. †June & Marvin Early Sr.
8:15 a.m. †Thomas Madden

Wednesday, July 15 | St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church
6:45 a.m. †Kay Dierks
8:15 a.m. †Laura Caulfield

Thursday, July 16 | Our Lady of Mount Carmel
6:45 a.m. †Pat Klein
8:15 a.m. †Hugh McNamara
   †Elaine Reichenberger
   †Bonnie Becker
   †Dick Cook

Friday, July 17 
6:45 a.m. SpI Marilyn Mattione
8:15 a.m. †Laura Caulfield

Saturday, July 18 | St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest
8:15 a.m. †Hugh McNamara

5 p.m. (Vigil) †Rosemary Smith
                                   
Sunday, July 19 | 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 a.m. †Dr. James Mavec
9 a.m. †Pat Titus
11 a.m.  †Bruce Cohoon
5 p.m. SpI People of the Parish

Mass is offered online at 
www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation is offered each Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
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Parish Life

Grant Them Eternal Rest, 
O Lord

Fr. Jim Gray,
brother of parishioner 

Tish Varavetto

Dr. George Quirk,
father of parishioner

Grace Thompson

Richard “Dick” Cook, 
husband of Kathy Cook

Parishioner Judy Dercher

Low Gluten Hosts
The presiding priest will have a separate pyx containing low-
gluten hosts. Simply receive from his line at Mass stating “low 
gluten.”

Assistance in Receiving Communion
If you need assistance in receiving communion at Mass, please 
notify an usher when you come into the church and they will 
notify a Eucharistic Minister.

New Members

Matt and Nicole Springer
Ellie Hobbs

Mollie and Kelly Mercer

Celebrating the Sacrament 
of Baptism

Camilla Bliss Marquez
Claire Jordan Marquez
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Parish Life
Day School Job Openings

Our school is growing! Do you 
love working with children? 
Multiple job positions open 
in Nativity Day School 15-40 
hours weekly. Hours vary 
according to the position. 
Please contact Katie King @ 
katie.king@kcnativity.org or 
by phone at 913-338-4330.

Now Hiring - Pastoral Associate

We are seeking a full-time Pastoral Associate to collaborate 
closely with the Pastor, Director of Music and others to support 
the spiritual life of the parish by ensuring every celebration of 
the Mass and sacraments is reverent with well-coordinated 
liturgies.  In addition, you will be the focal point and consistent, 
empathetic guide for families seeking Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals. Qualified candidates must be an active member 
of the Catholic Church in good standing.  A degree in theology, 
liturgical studies or related subject, or 2 years parish liturgy 
experience is preferred.  A proven ability to provide caring 
service to others plus excellent multi-tasking, interpersonal, 
communication, and collaboration skills are required.  You 
will need to work on Sundays, holy days, and some evenings. 
Come join our vibrant Parish staff as a vital resource to Fr. Jerry.  
Request more info or apply at jobapplication@kcnativity.org.

Join Our Afterschool Care Team!

Do you love working with kids and making a difference in their 
day? We are looking for a caring, energetic, and reliable team 
member to work with our Afterschool Care program!  This job is 
perfect for college students, retirees, or anyone passionate about 
helping children grow and thrive.  
• Hours: 3:00 – 6:00 daily and can range from 15 to 20 hours per 
week.
• Duties: 
o Assist with homework and learning activities.
o Lead fun games, crafts, and supervise group activities.
o Create a safe, positive, and engaging environment.

Apply today and be part of a growing program and team that 
inspires young minds every day!
Please contact Becky Parker at becky.parker@kcnativity.org or 
by phone at 913-406-6616

Men of Nativity
Wednesday | St. Joseph Room

7:15 AM - 8:00 AM

Offering Envelope Delivery Delays 

Due to ongoing production and supply-chain issues experienced 
by our envelope provider since the beginning of 2026, Cathedral 
Letter Concepts will not be sending monthly envelopes for July 
in order to catch up production for its 3,000-plus customers. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding during this time. 

Please remember that any envelope may be used for your 
offertory gift.  Our parish office uses the envelope primarily 
to identify the parishioner, and contributions are recorded 
according to the date they are received, not the date printed on 
the envelope. 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of our 
parish!
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Parish Life
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Parish Life
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Parish Life

Save the Date - Wine Club

NATIVITY WINE CLUB 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH. 
6:30- 8pm. Parish Hall. $30 per 
person. Limited to 40 people. 
Cash/checks to Parish Office 
for RSVP!

A note from the Archbishop

Dear Fr. Volz,

Congratulations to you and Nativity Parish for reaching your 
2026 Archdiocesan Call to Share Goal with 16% of your parish 
participating.

Your witness supporting and promoting ACTS reflects the 
Beatitudes, bringing hope, comfort, and Christ’s love to those in 
need. Thank you!

Please share my gratitude with your parish for their support.

With a grateful heart, I thank you for walking beside me as we 
tend the flock today and prepare the Church for generations to 
come. I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverand Shawn McKnight, S. Th. D.
Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas

Grief Counseling Session for 
Widows and Widowers 

Nativity will be hosting a 
grief counseling session for 
those who have experienced 
the loss of a husband or 
wife. This session will provide 
practical guidance, emotional 
support, and faith centered 
encouragement. There will 
be 12 sessions led by Liz 
Pruitt. It will begin the first 
week in August. For more 
information and to register 
please contact John Caulfield, 
johnradioham@gmail.com.

Homebound Ministry

Are you or someone you love not able to attend Mass due to 
illness, aging, or surgery? We have parish Homebound Ministers 
who are trained to bring the Eucharist to you.

Please contact Paula Bersuch at 913-706-4483 to schedule a 
regular or temporary visit.
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Community Events

Hot Dog Race
Girls Run

THIS YEARS EVENT IS A FreeWill offering
to benefit seminarians will be accepted at the ballpark
or you can donate right now using the QR code.

Priests from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph vs.
the priests of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas to

raise funds for and encourage vocations

GATES OPEN AT 5:00 PM THIS YEAR!
On field events start at 5:20 pm

First pitch at 6:30 pm

#V��ƨƨƨ

3:00 pm - Tailgating in the parking lot
5:00 pm - Stadium gates open (an hour earlier!)
5:20 pm - Kids Run (on the field)
6:00 pm - Baby Crawl
6:20 pm - Skydivers land in stadium
6:30 pm - First Pitch
9:00 pm - Game Ends

Tailgating

Boys Run Baby Crawl

You can also donate online at catholicradio.com

1800 Village West Parkway, Kansas City, Kansas

more
events!

Parachute Pants

Dance offBalloon Bust
Ketchup, Mustard & Relish Race

mmorerer
eeeventsstst !!!
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Community Events

JCCB Adult GiftsJCCB Adult Gifts

Millions of Monicas: One 
Hour, One Purpose

Second Saturdays, 
9:15-10:15 a.m., Ascension

Join with other mothers 
beginning July 11, as we 
pray to grow in holiness and 
humility, and our children's 
faithful return to the Catholic 
Church. 

For more information contact 
Veronica at 913-481-8113 or 
visit millionsofmonicas.com.
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Parish Life

Knights Of Columbus
For more information on the Nativity council, events 
and photos of previous events, please visit our 
website at www.knightsofnativity.com or contact Kirk 
Lakebrink, membership, at kirk.lakebrink@gmail.
com. 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men’s service organization 
open to all men of Nativity Parish who are dedicated to Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. Join the Knights of Nativity and 
help us build the Nativity Parish community!

Our Tithes and Offerings
For Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/26

Annual Collection Income 
Needed           $4,810,000

Collections Ending June 28

Masses               $19,763
Mail Receipts                                      $19,121 
ACH                                                      $-
Online Giving                                          $6,394
Total                            $45,277
Thank you for your generosity.

Give electronically via the website 
at www.kcnativity.org

It is never too late to make 
stewardship a way of life.

Families of Young Children is 
looking for helping hands to 
serve with our group! There 
are opportunities to assist with 
organizing events, planning 
crafts for Donut Sundays, 
communication, etc. This 
can be a small commitment 
or large depending on your 
schedule. Please email foyc@
kcnativity.org if 
you are interested 
in helping!       
                                                                                                       
Facebook Group:
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Parish Contact Information
Parish Staff
Pastor, Fr. Jerry Volz......................................................................................jvolz@kcnativity.org
Associate Pastor, Fr. Andrew Strobl............................................ astrobl@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Jim Mullin.................................................................................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Scott Tampke............................................................................tampkes@gmail.com
Director of Accounting, Rebecca Coldicutt.........................rebecca@kcnativity.org
Administrative Coordinator, Jane Burgett........................jburgett@kcnativity.org
Director of Operations, Amy Moritz...........................................amoritz@kcnativity.org
Registrar, Kristi Guzman...............................................................kguzman@kcnativity.org
Communications Director, Connor Kmiecik..communication@kcnativity.org
IT Director, Nancy West.......................................................................nwest@kcnativity.org
Music Director, Dan Klocke.............................................................dklocke@kcnativity.org
Registrar (Interim), Larry Peal...............................................................lpeal@kcnativity.org
Stewardship Director, Kelly Samuelson.....................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
Admin. Assistant, Karen O’Neil........................................................koneil@kcnativity.org

Nativity Parish School
Principal, Luke Jennison.................................................Luke.Jennison@kcnativity.org
Office Manager, Haley Day ......................................................haley.day@kcnativity.org
Marketing Coordinator, Kelly Samuelson................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
Day School/ASC Director, Katie King....................................katie.king@kcnativity.org
After School Care, Becky Parker........................................becky.parker@kcnativity.org

Christian Formation (Religious Education)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Lynnette Rempel...l.rempel@kcnativity.org
Minister of Evangelization, Deacon Jim Mullin....................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Minister of Belonging and Hospitality, Liz Hagen..........Lhagen@kcnativity.org
RE Director, K-8, Catie Klocke.........................................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Sacramental Preparation, Catie Klocke..................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Youth Ministry Director, Sienna Wingerson................swingerson@kcnativity.org
Youth Minister, Adam Schwinn.............................................. aschwinn@kcnativity.org
CFO Admin. Assistant, Jennifer Murphy...............................jmurphy@kcnativity.org

Sacramental Preparation
Baptism Class Scheduling, Larry Peal..........................................................................491.5017
Confirmation, Catie Klocke................................................................................................338.4367
RCIA/OCIA, Mary Lambrechts..............................................mlambrechts@kcnativity.org
Reconciliation/1st Eucharist, Catie Klocke..............................................................338.4367

Pastoral Council
Robert Kopp (chair)
Barbara Able
Patrick Leiker
Lee Pallardy
Nancy Rasmussen
Jim Sheedy
Kim White
Jennifer Thompson
Annie Brooks

Email the Council at
pastoralcouncil@kcnativity.
org

Finance Council
Steve Clifford (chair)
Kelly Clifford
Linda Hanson
John Kilroy
Stephen Penn
Debbie Wilkerson
Jim Williams

Church Office
3800 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.491.5017
Fax: 913.491.5065

Nativity School Office
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4330
Fax: 913.338.2050

Christian Formation 
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4367

Liturgy Commission
Please use your church directory 
to find personal phone numbers.

Masters of Ceremonies
Ed Embree
David Pope
Scott Balog
Lectors
Joan Roethle
A&E   
Dana Mullin
Sacristans   
Scott Tampke
Greeters   
Denise Vedder
Ushers   
Chuck Sipple
Adoration
Joe and Susan Vogliardo
Altar Servers
David Pope 
dpope66209@yahoo.com

Ext. Min. of Holy Communion    
Mike Bartkoski
Music   
Dan Klocke 491.5017
Little Church   
Catie Klocke 338.4367
Ministry to Homebound/
Hospitals/Retirement Homes
Paula Bersuch 913.706.4483
Scheduling   
Kathy Elson

Please use your church 
directory to find personal 
phone numbers.

Parish Outreach 
Committee
Mike Bartkoski   
Rod Carson
Leslie Chalmers (co-chair)
Denny Dennihan
Joyce Didde
Tom Garbach
Joan Roethle (co-chair)
Bob Vedder




