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August 16, 2026

Church of the Nativity
3800 W. 119th Street 
Leawood, KS 66209  

913.491.5017
www.kcnativity.org
info@kcnativity.org

Daily Mass Schedule
M-F: 6:45 a.m.  |  M-S: 8:15 a.m.

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 7:30, 9, 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Mass posted daily online at 

www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Adoration
Mondays 8:45 a.m. - 

6:30 a.m. Friday (check page 4)

Parish Office Hours
M-T: 8:30 a.m. - 4: 30 p.m.

F: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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Pastor's Corner
A Yellow School Sign for All of Us
As summer draws to a close and a new school year begins, we are once again reminded to pay 
special attention to those familiar yellow road signs showing a boy and girl carrying books. Those 
signs mean, “Slow down—school zone.” 

But perhaps those yellow school signs can be signs of life for all of us. They can remind us not only 
to reduce the speed of our cars, but also that learning is not just the business of children between 
the ages of six and eighteen. To be a student is a lifetime vocation for each of us. 

We attend school for several years not simply to acquire knowledge, but hopefully to learn how 
to love learning. The yellow school signs might therefore cause us to ask ourselves: Am I still a 
student? Am I still a person who enjoys learning new things? Am I still growing? 

Students are recognized on those signs by the book they carry. There are many ways to learn, 
especially in our 21st-century world. Education has changed dramatically over the last several 
decades, and this is one of the reasons we need to expand our parish school. Our school is excelling 
in new and creative approaches to quality learning while remaining firmly rooted in the Catholic 
faith. 

As we begin another school year, we should also remind our parents that they are still, and always 
will be, the primary educators of their children—especially in the areas of faith and spirituality. Our 
Catholic schools and religious education programs can do much, but they cannot replace what 
happens in the home. 

When parents pray for and with their children, attend Sunday Mass together, go to confession, and 
make the practice of faith a normal part of family life, they teach lessons that no classroom can fully 
provide. When these practices are absent, it greatly hinders the religious formation of our children. 

This year, we are especially grateful to be offering confessions every Wednesday evening, giving our 
families another opportunity to encounter the mercy of God. The sacramental life of the Church is 
not simply something we teach our children about; it is something we live together as families. 

There is another important lesson contained in those yellow school signs—one that we especially 
need to hear in the world today: “SLOW DOWN!” 

All true learning requires leisure and rest. In fact, our English word school ultimately comes from 
the Greek word scholē, meaning leisure. There is wisdom in that. We cannot learn, grow, pray, 
reflect, or deepen our relationships when our lives are constantly filled with noise, activity, and 
pressure. 

Perhaps our lack of leisure is one of the reasons so many people feel tired, anxious, divided, and 
even “old.” We remain youthful not simply through creams, diets, or physical exercise, but by 
remaining curious, open-hearted, and willing to learn. There is a certain joy that comes from 
discovering something new, seeing the world with fresh eyes, and allowing God to continue 
forming us. And perhaps that is where homework comes in. 

Homework may not be quite as popular today as it was when I was a child, but some homework 
is always good for the soul. Our homework as Christians might include reading Scripture, 
praying with the people who share our homes, spending time in silence, attending Mass, going 
to confession, serving others, and becoming involved in the charitable life of our parish and 
community. That kind of homework opens new frontiers for our hearts, minds, and souls. 

So, the next time you see one of those familiar yellow school signs, slow down for the students. But 
let the sign speak to you as well. Perhaps it is an invitation to slow down in your own life—to make 
room for prayer, for leisure, for learning, for the people you love, and most especially for God. 

For we are all still students in the school of life, and ultimately, we are all students in the school of 
Christ. May this new school year be a time when our children grow in knowledge, our families grow 
in faith, and all of us rediscover the joy of learning, the gift of leisure, and the peace that comes 
when we slow down enough to listen to God.

-Fr. Jerry
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Liturgy & Prayer

Readings Week Of August 16
Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28
Monday: Ez 24:15-23/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 23:1-12
Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 and 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20

Prayer Requests
Please pray for our parishioners, 
family & friends. Jeff Brockhaus, Ruth 
Sobek, Kevin Fiorella, Becki Racunas, 
Kelsey Chalmers, Rich Bono, Marie Pal, 
Peg Ellington, Martha Groff, James 
Gegg, Brian Taylor, Theresa Matthys, 
Linda Jantsch, Jay Flynn, Ricky 
Whitehead, Duffy Karcz, Kate Cornell 
Mease, Robin Love, Pam Murphy, Kerri 
Martin, Diane Darby, Jacquelyn Dear, 
Pete Embree, Nancy Santoro, Everett 
Mealman, Meghan Pizarro, Kate Otte, 
Janet Antony, Pat Tyler, Brian Miller, 
Alexis Mirakian, Bill Beaumont, Scott 
Carson, Jim Murphy, Katelyn Stewart 
Holland, Camille Yoder, Gary Smith, 
Karol McMahon, Brooks Bolner, 
Ludgarde Broucke, Michael Buffa, 
Clyde Hutchison, Allie O'Neil, Jeff 
Bradshaw, Nicole Lemas, Ken Buyle, 
Kathy Buyle, Faith Seuferling, Chuck 
Blalock, Connie Underwood,  Paul 
Trenshaw, Bob Dorscheid, Richard 
Khoury, David Cox, Alice Hagan, 
Bridget Haggerty, Mike Dunn, Carol 
Lantz, Tina Hawk-Trenshaw, Tara 
Funk, Pat Urnise, Constance Williams, 
Fred Kipp, Cindy Jeffcot, Bretton, Jim 
Morrison, Deborah Taylor, Paul Burke, 
Leanne Miller, Erik Moberg, Victor 
Kelsay, Jenna Davison, Craig Titus, Dr. 
Greg Day, Elaine Navickas, Marci Pinto

If you would like a family member 
listed, please contact Connor Kmiecik, 
at communication@kcnativity.org, 913-
338-4367 or fill out the form at www.
kcnativity.org/prayer-request. The 
name will be listed for one month. 
You may email to have them added 
again. 

Mass Intentions for the Week of August 16

Monday, August 17
6:45 a.m. †Augustine Aviles
   †Bernice DiSaverio
   SpI Lorena & Rob Nebergall
8:15 a.m. †D.C. Wilcutt

Tuesday, August 18
6:45 a.m. †Judy Dercher
8:15 a.m. †Muriel Madden

Wednesday, August 19 | St. John Eudes, Priest
6:45 a.m. †Judy Dercher
8:15 a.m. †Forest Doyle

Thursday, August 20 | St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of 
the Church
6:45 a.m. †Raymond Smith
8:15 a.m. †Ann & Virgil Dechant
   †Fred & Margaret French
   SpI Marilyn Mattione

Friday, August 21 | St. Pius X, Pope
6:45 a.m. †Dr. George Quirk
8:15 a.m. †Arthur Peal

Saturday, August 22 | The Queenship of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary
9a.m.  †Paul & Margaret Marx

5 p.m. (Vigil) SpI Peggy & Bill Oades
                                   
Sunday, August 23 | 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 a.m. †Bill Worland
9 a.m. †Goldie Schaefer
11 a.m.  †Edith Ricono
5 p.m. SpI People of the Parish

Mass is offered online at 
www.kcnativity.org/onlineevents

Reconciliation is offered each Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
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Parish Life
New Members

David & Nancy McInerny
Mary Kapka

Dan & Emily Ochs
Clayton & Lindsay Crockett

Joe & Maggie Tulipana

Now Hiring - Sacramental 
Life Coordinator

The Sacramental Life 
Coordinator serves as the 
primary focal point for couples 
and families seeking Baptism 
and Marriage.  You will be the 
consistent, supportive guide 
throughout the process to 
plan, communicate, schedule, 
and prepare for these 
sacramental celebrations. 
You will partner with the 
pastor, clergy, parish staff, and 
volunteers to ensure each 
sacrament is both pastorally 
and liturgically sound.

The Coordinator will foster 
an atmosphere of warm 
hospitality, evangelization, 
and welcome. A proven ability 
to provide caring services to 
others plus excellent multi-
tasking, interpersonal and 
communication skills are 
required. The position also 
requires patience as plans 
change. Request more info 
or apply at jobapplication@
kcnativity.org.

Low Gluten Hosts
The presiding priest will have 
a separate pyx containing low-
gluten hosts. Simply receive 
from his line at Mass stating 
“low gluten.”

Assistance in Receiving 
Communion
If you need assistance in 
receiving communion at Mass, 
please notify an usher when 
you come into the church and 
they will notify a Eucharistic 
Minister.

Men of Nativity
Wednesday | St. Joseph Room

7:15 AM - 8:00 AM
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Parish Life
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Parish Life
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Parish Life

Join Our Afterschool Care 
Team!

Do you love working with kids 
and making a difference in 
their day? We are looking for a 
caring, energetic, and reliable 
team member to work with 
our Afterschool Care program!  
This job is perfect for college 
students, retirees, or anyone 
passionate about helping 
children grow and thrive.  
• Hours: 3:00 – 6:00 daily and 
can range from 15 to 20 hours 
per week.
• Duties: 
o Assist with homework and 
learning activities.
o Lead fun games, crafts, 
and supervise group activities.
o Create a safe, positive, and 
engaging environment.

Apply today and be part of a 
growing program and team 
that inspires young minds 
every day!
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Capital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital Campaign

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Why Nativity Needs More Space

DEAR PARISH FAMILY,

This week marks the �rst in our series of Frequently Asked Questions for the Building on the Heart of 
Nativity Capital Campaign. Over the next several weeks, we will address the most commonly asked 
questions we have received about the campaign timeline, our space needs, the re�ned building plan, 
�nancial stewardship, and long-term campus planning. Our goal is to communicate clearly and 
transparently so every parish and school family better understands the needs before us, the steps being 
taken in response to the planning study, and the shared opportunity we have to build on the heart of 
Nativity for our children, our parish, and our future.

May the Holy Spirit guide us in our e�orts and inspire us to work together with faith, hope and love as 
a parish family so that what we build today will serve our faith community for decades to come.

God Bless,

Why is an expansion needed if the current school building once served 700 students 
in grades K-8?
Our school was built for a di�erent era of education. Today’s students learn through collaboration, 
creativity, hands-on exploration, and di�erentiated instruction. To support this more dynamic 
educational model, spaces that once served as traditional classrooms have been thoughtfully reallocated for:

• Day School early learning classrooms.
• STREAM, an educational approach to incorporating Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, 

the Arts, and Mathematics.
• Student Support Services, including counseling, intervention, and enrichment programs, designed 

to meet the diverse academic, social, emotional, and developmental needs of every student.
• Expanded electives and small group instruction.

While these programs are essential to providing a high-quality 21st-century Catholic education, 
they have reduced the number of traditional classrooms available for grades K-8, creating a real and 
growing need for additional space.

At the parish level, Nativity is also experiencing growing participation in faith formation, sacramental 
preparation, evangelization, and life-long discipleship. The Christian Formation team currently 
operates within the existing school footprint, demonstrating the need for dedicated ministry space 
that supports formation while also relieving pressure on academic areas.

TOGETHER, these school and parish needs reveal a shared reality:
Nativity’s mission is expanding, and our facilities must be prepared 
to support that mission for generations to come.

 these school and parish needs reveal a shared reality:
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Capital Campaign

Figure 1. Student Census and Classroom Allocation Pre-Construction

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30

STUDENT CENSUS

K-8 Students 407 465 489 529 547 555 572

Day School Students 111 111 105 107 110 110 110

Total Student Population 518 576 594 636 657 665 682

CLASSROOM ALLOCATION

Available Classrooms 31 31 31 31 31 31 31

Classrooms Needed

K-8 Classrooms 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Day School Classrooms 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

Specials Classrooms 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

Total Classrooms Needed 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

Classroom Surplus/(De�cit) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

How many classrooms does the school currently have and how are they allocated?
As Figure 1 illustrates, our school building includes 31 classrooms. Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, our 

parish school will serve three sections of kindergarten through � h grade.  As enrollment continues to grow and a third 
section is added to grades 6–8 over the coming years, the existing facility will no longer have su�cient classroom space 

to support three sections at every grade level. This capacity will be exceeded by the 2029–2030 school year.

Why is there a need for a dedicated Day School?
Our Day School early education program plays a vital role in Nativity’s future. 
Since becoming licensed in 2019 to serve children ages three to �ve, the 
program has continued to thrive. Classrooms are consistently full year a er 
year, demonstrating strong demand among families for a faith-based preschool 
environment. The Day School also helps introduce young families to Nativity, 
creating a natural pathway into our parish, school, and broader faith community.

Why are the modular classrooms only temporary?
The modular classrooms are approved under a two-year special 
use permit with the City of Leawood, with the option to renew the 
permit for another two years. While they help meet our immediate 
needs, they are not a permanent, long-term solution for our growing 
school and parish. They provide important short-term relief while 
parish leadership continues planning for a permanent solution that 
best serves our students, families, and ministries.
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Community Events

Family Day at Prairie Star 
Ranch
Prairie Star Ranch invites 
you and your family to join 
us for Family Day on Sunday, 
September 20th, 2026, from 
9 AM to 5 PM!  Step away 
from the hustle and bustle 
for a Spirit-filled day of fun, 
adventure, and prayer with 
one another. Enjoy those 
closest to you as you make 
memories kayaking, scaling 
the climbing wall, and 
participating in our many 
other activities.  

All ages are welcome to this 
come-and-go-as-you-please 
event! Visit our website today 
to learn more and register. We 
hope to see you there. 
www.archkck.org/psr 785-746-
5693 retreats@psrcatholic.org 

Thank You for Supporting 
JCCB's Christmas in July!

A heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who has generously 
supported JCCB’s Christmas 
in July Adult Gift Drive! Your 
kindness through both the 
Amazon Wish List and the 
generous gifts placed in 
the collection barrel in the 
St. Joseph Room is truly 
appreciated.

The collection barrel will 
remain in the St. Joseph 
Room for one more week, 
so there is still time to 
participate!

If you have any questions or 
would like more information, 
please feel free to reach out 
to me by phone, email, or in 
person.

Thank you for helping make 
Christmas a little brighter for 
our neighbors in need!
Jane Vega Carson, 
913.963.2790, carsonvega@
gmail.com
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Parish Life

Knights Of Columbus
General Council Meeting: Monday, Sep 14th 5:45 p.m.
Leadership Meeting: Saturday, Sep 12th, 7 a.m.

For more information on the Nativity council, events 
and photos of previous events, please visit our website at www.
knightsofnativity.com or contact Kirk Lakebrink, membership, at 
kirk.lakebrink@gmail.com. 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men’s service organization 
open to all men of Nativity Parish who are dedicated to Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. Join the Knights of Nativity and 
help us build the Nativity Parish community!

Our Tithes and Offerings
For Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/27

Annual Collection Income 
Needed           $5,030,000

Collections Ending August 2

Masses               $15,455 
Mail Receipts                                      $39,728 
ACH                                                      $18,989
Online Giving                                          $17,047 
Total                            $91,218
Thank you for your generosity.

Give electronically via the website 
at www.kcnativity.org

It is never too late to make 
stewardship a way of life.
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Parish Contact Information
Parish Staff
Pastor, Fr. Jerry Volz......................................................................................jvolz@kcnativity.org
Associate Pastor, Fr. Andrew Strobl............................................ astrobl@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Jim Mullin.................................................................................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Deacon, Scott Tampke............................................................................tampkes@gmail.com
Director of Accounting, Rebecca Coldicutt.........................rebecca@kcnativity.org
Bookkeeper, Yelena Kazakova.................................................ykazakova@kcnativity.org
Administrative Coordinator, Jane Burgett........................jburgett@kcnativity.org
Director of Operations, Amy Moritz...........................................amoritz@kcnativity.org
Registrar, Kristi Guzman...............................................................kguzman@kcnativity.org
Communications Director, Connor Kmiecik....communication@kcnativity.org
IT Director, Nancy West.......................................................................nwest@kcnativity.org
Music Director, Dan Klocke.............................................................dklocke@kcnativity.org
Registrar (Interim), Larry Peal...............................................................lpeal@kcnativity.org
Stewardship Director, Kelly Samuelson.....................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
Admin. Assistant, Karen O’Neil........................................................koneil@kcnativity.org

Nativity Parish School
Principal, Luke Jennison.................................................Luke.Jennison@kcnativity.org
Office Manager, Haley Day ......................................................haley.day@kcnativity.org
Marketing Coordinator, Kelly Samuelson................ksamuelson@kcnativity.org
Day School/ASC Director, Katie King....................................katie.king@kcnativity.org
After School Care, Becky Parker........................................becky.parker@kcnativity.org

Christian Formation (Religious Education)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Lynnette Rempel...lrempel@kcnativity.org
Minister of Evangelization, Deacon Jim Mullin....................jmullin@kcnativity.org
Minister of Belonging and Hospitality, Liz Hagen..........Lhagen@kcnativity.org
RE Director, K-8, Catie Klocke.........................................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Sacramental Preparation, Catie Klocke..................................cklocke@kcnativity.org
Youth Ministry Director, Sienna Wingerson................swingerson@kcnativity.org
Youth Minister, Adam Schwinn.............................................. aschwinn@kcnativity.org
CFO Admin. Assistant, Jennifer Murphy...............................jmurphy@kcnativity.org

Sacramental Preparation
Baptism Class Scheduling, Larry Peal..........................................................................491.5017
Confirmation, Catie Klocke................................................................................................338.4367
RCIA/OCIA, Mary Lambrechts..............................................mlambrechts@kcnativity.org
Reconciliation/1st Eucharist, Catie Klocke..............................................................338.4367
Marriage Scheduling, Larry Peal......................................................................................491.5017

Pastoral Council
Robert Kopp (chair)
Barbara Able
Patrick Leiker
Lee Pallardy
Nancy Rasmussen
Jim Sheedy
Kim White
Jennifer Eyler
Annie Brooks

Email the Council at
pastoralcouncil@kcnativity.
org

Finance Council
Steve Clifford (chair)
Kelly Clifford
Linda Hanson
John Kilroy
Stephen Penn
Debbie Wilkerson
Jim Williams

Church Office
3800 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.491.5017
Fax: 913.491.5065

Nativity School Office
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4330
Fax: 913.338.2050

Christian Formation 
3700 W. 119th St.
Leawood, KS 66209
Phone: 913.338.4367

Liturgy Commission
Please use your church directory 
to find personal phone numbers.

Masters of Ceremonies
Ed Embree
David Pope
Scott Balog
Lectors
Joan Roethle
A&E   
Dana Mullin
Sacristans   
Scott Tampke
Greeters   
Denise Vedder
Ushers   
Chuck Sipple
Adoration
Joe and Susan Vogliardo

Altar Servers
David Pope 
dpope66209@yahoo.com
Ext. Min. of Holy Communion    
Mike Bartkoski
Music   
Dan Klocke 491.5017
Little Church   
Catie Klocke 338.4367
Ministry to Homebound/
Hospitals/Retirement Homes
Paula Bersuch 913.706.4483
Scheduling   
Kathy Elson

Please use your church 
directory to find personal 
phone numbers.

Parish Outreach 
Committee
Mike Bartkoski   
Rod Carson
Leslie Chalmers (co-chair)
Denny Dennihan
Joyce Didde
Tom Garbach
Joan Roethle (co-chair)
Bob Vedder




