
 

 
 

 

Lectio Divina for the Thirty-first Week  

in Ordinary Time 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty and merciful God, 

by whose gift your faithful offer you 

right and praiseworthy service, 

grant, we pray, 

that we may hasten without stumbling 

to receive the things you have promised. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Collect, Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 
Luke 19:1-10 

 

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass 

through the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, 

who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, 

was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see 

him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So 

he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see 

Jesus, who was about to pass that way. When he reached 

the place, Jesus looked up and said, "Zacchaeus, come 

down quickly, for today I must stay at your house." And 

he came down quickly and received him with joy. When 

they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, "He has 

gone to stay at the house of a sinner." But Zacchaeus 

stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have 

extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 

over." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come 

to this house because this man too is a descendant of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 

save what was lost." 

 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

 



 
 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in 

order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. 

What can I do to seek the Lord more intently? How 

can I grow in discipleship? 

Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to 

the poor. How can I respond to the immediate needs 

of those who are poor? How can I address the 

structures of sin that keep people in poverty? 

Today salvation has come to this house. How have I 

experienced God’s presence and action today? How 

can I help others come to know God’s saving 

action? 

 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 
I will extol you, O my God and King, 

 and I will bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day will I bless you, 

 and I will praise your name forever and ever. 

 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and of great kindness. 

The LORD is good to all 

 and compassionate toward all his works. 

 

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, 

 and let your faithful ones bless you. 

Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom 

 and speak of your might. 

 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

 and holy in all his works. 

The LORD lifts up all who are falling 

 and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

From Psalm 145 

 

 

 

 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

Learn more about putting the two feet of love in 

action: https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-

teaching/two-feet-of-love-in-action 
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