
DNA – Synod Reflection Questions 

Opening Prayer:  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the 

way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father 

and the Son, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

For tonight’s session, we will discuss some of the themes for the synod on synodality. Please 

share freely and please listen to what others have to say. For each question, consider your 

experience of your church growing up, your current parish, the diocese, and the universal church. 

1. Companions on the Journey: A synodal church "journeys together" and makes sure no one is 

left behind. A synodal church is welcoming and accompanies people. Is this your experience of 

church? Why or why not? 

 

2. A Listening Church: A synodal church is a listening church. A synodal church listens to all, 

with an open mind and heart. It creates space for laity, especially women, young people and 

those on the margins of society. Is this your experience of church? Why or why not? 

 

3. Communication: A synodal church promotes free and authentic communication within the 

community, inviting everyone to speak with courage, truth, and charity. Is this your experience 

of church? Why or why not?  

 

4. Celebrating: A synodal church "journeys together" because of our shared experience of 

liturgy, prayer, and the Eucharist.  All are encouraged to participate fully and actively in the 

liturgical life of the church, and liturgy inspires us to discern and discuss together. Is this your 

experience of church? Why or why not?  

 

5. Shared Sense of Mission: A synodal church shares a sense of mission among all the baptized, 

and the community supports the work of those who pursue social justice, who pursue scientific 

research, who teach, who promote human rights, and who protect the environment. Is this your 

experience of church? Why or why not?  



6. Dialogue in the Community: A synodal church dialogues both within the community and with 

the larger society, addressing differences of opinion, vision, and experience with charity, and 

promoting dialogue with the poor and marginalized. Is this your experience of church? Why or 

why not?  

 

7. Dialogue with other Christians: A synodal church feels united in one Baptism with other 

Christians, producing good fruit by journeying together. Is this your experience of church? Why 

or why not? 

 

8. Authority and Participation: A synodal church fosters participation and a shared sense of 

mission, with authority exercised in a synodal style at the parish and diocesan level, and the 

voices of the laity upheld. Is this your experience of church? Why or why not?  

 

9. Discerning and Deciding:  A synodal church makes decisions in a synodal way, that is, 

through discernment, listening to one another and the Spirit, and gathering consensus within our 

hierachically structured communities, promoting greater transparency and accountability. Is this 

your experience of church? Why or why not? 

 

10. Forming ourselves in Synodality: A synodal church forms people to  listen and engage in 

dialogue.  Is this your experience of church? Why or why not? 

 

If you’d like to share the results of your discussion with the church, please fill out the synod 

survey here by March 24: https://www.kcnativity.org/synod 

 

 

https://www.kcnativity.org/synod

