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I. The prologue of the Catechism begins: “God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, God draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love him with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To accomplish this, when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer and Savior. In his Son and through him, he invites men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children and thus heirs of his blessed life.” (CCC 1)

II. The movement of the first few sections of the Catechism mirrors the first few movements of the spiritual life. The first movement is the SEARCH (CCC 26-49). The Search is the reality that all people long for God, whether explicitly or implicitly. “The desire for God is written in the human heart.” As St. Augustine states, “For you have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” 

III. The second movement is God’s REVELATION (CCC 50-141) to us throughout Salvation History, from creation itself to Abraham to the fullest and most complete revelation in Christ Jesus, God become human. Jesus reveals that the fullest revelation of WHO this God we are searching for is: LOVE. God is love, and Jesus shows us what divine love really looks like: it’s not weak, or shallow, or fleeting, it, in the words of St. Paul, is patient, kind… “It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.” 

IV. We experience this God who is Love through belonging to God’s Church, through prayer, liturgy, and communal fraternity. We experience the Real Presence of Christ most particularly in the Eucharist, but we also encounter Christ in the sacred scriptures, in the liturgy, in the sacraments, and in one another, the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church.   

V. The third movement is our RESPONSE to this gift. How can we respond to the Creator, who called us out of nothingness, formed us into a community of love, and continues to sustain us in love through each and every breath? What possible return of love could we make? These questions will be further answered and articulated next in the Catechism, as we learn about our Creed, our profession and acknowledgment of the Goodness of God we’ve experienced through Christ, and the mission God has given us in the world. 

Discussion Questions:
1. Think for a moment about the 3 movements at the beginning of the Cathecism: Our SEARCH for God, God’s REVELATION of love, and then our RESPONSE to God’s love. 
· How do these movements play out in your spiritual life, in your relationships, in your community? To what is God calling you to pay special attention to this year?
 
2. The Catechism begins by stating the BIG PICTURE of why we were created: “God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life.” 
· What is your response to the idea that you are created by God from love, of love, and for love? To what is God calling you in response?
 
3. St. Augustine states: “For You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.” 
· When have you experienced this in your life? When has your heart been restless for God? Or is your heart restless now? How have you drawn closer to God in your restlessness?

4. The Catechism states that even without God’s revelation, we can “know” there is a Creator by: 
· The reality that all created things are dependent on other things, ultimately needing an independent, uncaused cause
· The beauty and order of the universe
· As  St. Augustine states, “Question the beauty of the earth, question the beauty of the sea, question the beauty of the air distending and diffusing itself, question the beauty of the sky. . . question all these realities. All respond: "See, we are beautiful." Their beauty is a profession [confessio]. These beauties are subject to change. Who made them if not the Beautiful One who is not subject to change?

· Which, if any, of these ways we can “know” there is a Creator resonates most with you? Why?




