Faith That Conforms Without Compromise
Lessons from Daniel

Although sessions build on one another, each session is designed to independently support the theme of the session.

Session 1 — Orientation: How to Read Daniel  (9/8/26)
Assigned Reading: None (Chapter 1 will be covered as an introduction)
Focus
· Historical setting (Babylon, exile, pressure to assimilate)
· Authorship
· Genre: court tales → apocalyptic vision
· Prophesy vs. Wisdom literature
· Language shift
· Daniel as wisdom under coercion, not rebellion fantasy
· Formation vs. Education
· Names and identity
· Faithfulness
Key Question
· How does faith survive when power controls language, law, and reward?

Session 2 — Daniel 1–3: Faithfulness Under Assimilation (9/15/26)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 1–3
Focus
· The way of kingdoms is to come and go (Daniel 2) – God is in control
· Idolatry enforced by the state (Daniel 3) – God is in control
· Faithfulness without revolt
Thread
· Resistance through integrity, not spectacle

Session 3 — Daniel 4–6: Power Judged by God (9/22/26)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 4–6
Focus
· Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation (Daniel 4) – God is in control
· The writing on the wall (Daniel 5) – God is in control
· Daniel in the lions’ den (Daniel 6) – God is in control
Thread
· Kings are accountable
· God judges systems, not just individuals

Session 4 — Daniel 13 + Daniel 7: Justice and the Son of Man (9/29/26)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 7 & 13
Focus
· Daniel 7: beasts vs the Son of Man (Daniel 7)
· Human power becomes beastly
· Son of Man: True authority looks human (authority, glory [suffering and redemption], and kingdom)
· Matt 26:64, Mark 14:62, and Luke 21:27 – Jesus says “You will see the Son of Man .. coming with/on the clouds of heaven.”
· Susanna: false witnesses, corrupted authority, divine rescue (Daniel 13)
Thread
· Why Jesus chooses “Son of Man” as his title / God responds to innocence and faithfulness

Session 5 — Daniel 8: When History Is Named (10/6/26)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 8
Focus
· Ram and goat
· Specific historical references
· Persecution framed as temporary but real
Thread
· Apocalyptic language as resistance literature, not prediction 

Session 6 — Daniel 9–10: Prayer, Time, and Heavenly Conflict (10/13/26)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 9–10
Focus
· Seventy weeks
· Repentance and covenant
· Angelic mediation and unseen struggle
Thread
· History moves at God’s pace, not ours

Session 7 — Daniel 11–12 & 14: Endurance and Resurrection (10/2026)

Assigned Reading: Daniel 11–12 & 14
Focus
· Oppression intensifies
· Fidelity without guarantees
· First clear OT teaching on resurrection
Thread
· Promise is meaning not escape (seeing through illusions)
