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Processional Offertory Recessional 



Roman Missal 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Introit 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the 

Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior. V. The heavens 

declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day 

pours out the word to day, and night to night imparts knowledge. 

Collect 
O God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word the immaculate Virgin 

received through the message of an Angel and so became the dwelling-place 

of divinity, filled with the light of the Holy Spirit, grant, we pray, that by her 

example we may in humility hold fast to your will. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Appointed Psalm   Psalm 89: 1-4, 26, 28 

R. I will sing of your mercies, O Lord, for ever. 

I will sing of your mercies, O LORD, for ever; 

    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 

For your merciful love was established for ever, 

    your faithfulness is firm as the heavens. R. 

You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

    I have sworn to David my servant: 

‘I will establish your descendants for ever, 

    and build your throne for all generations.’” R. 

He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 

    my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’  

My merciful love I will keep for him for ever, 

    and my covenant will stand firm for him. R. 

Alleluia Verse 
R.. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel. 

R.. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Offertory Verse  
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. V. How shall this be done, 

because I know not man? The Spirit of the Lord shall come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High shall overshadow you. 

Communion Verse    
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called 

Emmanuel. 

First Reading    2 Samuel 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

When King David dwelt in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all 

his enemies round about, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 

house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” And Nathan said to the king, 

“Go, do all that is in your heart; for the LORD is with you.” But that same night 

the word of the LORD came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 

the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, 

from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel; and I 

have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 

the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that 

they may dwell in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and violent men shall 

afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled 

and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 

shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  I will be his 

father, and he shall be my son. And your house and your kingdom shall be made 

sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.’” 

 
Second Reading   Romans 16: 25-27 

Brethren:  To him who is able to strengthen you according to my Gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept 

secret for long ages but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made 

known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 

the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

  

Gospel   Luke 1: 26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 

virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord 

is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind 

what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since 

I have no husband?” And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was 

called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold, I 

am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 

departed from her. 

Divine Worship  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Introit   Rorate, caeli  Isaiah 45; 8; Psalm 19: 1 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down 

righteousness: let the earth open, and bring forth a Saviour.  Ps. The heavens 

declare the glory of God: and the firmament showeth his handy-work.  

Collect   
Raise up, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy power, and come among us, and with 

great might succour us: that whereas, though our sins and wickedness, we 

are sorely hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy bountiful 

grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; who livest and reignest 

with the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen. 

Gradual  Prope est Dominus    Psalm 145: 18, 21 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him: yea, all such as call upon 

him faithfully. V. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all 

flesh give thanks unto his holy Name. 

Appointed Psalm  Psalm 89: 1-4, 27-29  Misericordias Domini. 

MY song shall be alway of the loving-kindness | of the | Lord; * with my 

mouth will I ever be showing thy truth from one gener- | a- tion | to a- | 

nother. 

2 For I have said, Mercy shall be set | up for | ever; * thy truth shalt thou | 

stablish | in the | heavens. 

3 I have made a covenant | with my | chosen; * I have sworn | unto | David · 

my | servant: 

4 Thy seed will I | stablish · for | ever, * and set up thy throne from one 

gener- | a- tion | to a- | nother. 

27 He shall call me, | Thou art · my | Father, * my God, | and my | strong sal

- | vation. 

28 And I will make | him my | firstborn, * higher | than the | kings of · the | 

earth. 

29 My mercy will I keep for | him for | evermore, * and my covenant | shall 

stand | fast with | him. 

 

Alleluia   Veni, Domine   [Cf. Habakkuk 3: 3] 

Alleluia, alleluia. Come, O Lord, and tarry not: forgive the misdeeds of thy 

people.  Alleluia.  

Offertory  Ave, Maria    Luke 1: 28, 42 

Hail, Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  

Communion   Ecce, virgo   Isaiah 7: 14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son: and his Name shall be 

called Emmanuel.  


