
UPPER VALLEY PARISHES – BULLETIN  
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 113 Upper Plain, Bradford, VT 05033  
Parish Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Administrator: Rev. Andrew Bednarowicz 
Secretary: Ms. Phyllis Melanson  
Telephone: 802-222-5268; Emergency: 802-431-5571 
Office NEW E-mail: ourladyofperpetualhelp@vermontcatholic.org 
New Parish website: uppervalleyparishes.org 

Mass Schedule: Weekend: Saturday 5:30 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM 
Weekday: Monday & Tuesday: 8:30 AM 
Organist: Irene Drew, Tel: 603-960-0350 
PPC: DRE: Ginny Flynn, Tel: 603-787-6049 
PFC: Patricia Clark, Tel: 802-222-4427                

Missionary Churches: 
St. Eugene Church 

10 center St. Wells River, VT 05081 
Weekend Mass: Saturday:  4:00 PM 
PPC:, Sacristan: William O’Malley, Tel: 802-757-2870 
EM: Lector: Maggie Carr, Tel: 603-989-0087 
PFC: Daniel Leonard, Tel: 802-584-3887 

Our Lady of Light Chapel 
203 Rt.132 South Strafford, VT 05070 
Weekend Mass: Sunday: 8:00 AM 
PPC:, Sacristan: Siobhan Lopez, Tel: 802-765-4387 
PFC: Thomas Essex, Tel: 802-765-4118 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
75 Beaver Meadow Rd. Norwich, VT 05055, P.O. Box 1216 
Weekend: Sunday: 9:00 AM; Parish Assistant: 
DRE: Fran De Gasta, Tel: 802-649-3533; Organist: Ed Mekus,  
Tel: 603-790-8096; PPC: Wendy Piper, PFC: Carla Vincent 
 

 

 

Advent 2020 

SACRAMENTS: Reconciliation: Before Mass; Baptism: Contact One month 

in advance; Marriage: Contact the parish at least six month in advance. 

  

 

 

 

We collect food 

for poor families 

in OLPH Church      

 

 

Prayer for the Sick,  
intention: Diane McConnon, Sierra 
Langmoore, Mary Jean Thielen, Don  
Vaillancourt;  Lord Jesus, when you were on  

earth, they brought the sick to you  

and you healed them all. Today I ask you  

to bless all those in sickness, in weakness 

and in pain. Almighty God, as we ask your 

help for our brothers and sisters who are 

ill, we ask you to help us to be healing 

people in our time and place. May your 

love touch others through us, and may I 

help all people to live in peace. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

November 29 - December 24, 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the 

end of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final days of Advent, from 

December 17 to December 24, focus particularly on our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of our 

Lord (Christmas). Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, remind us of the meaning of the season. 

Blessing of an Advent Wreath: Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the 

hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation. Lord God, 

let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of 

Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ who comes 

during Advent, bless all my 

parishioners. Amen. 

Thank you to all who in November remembered to pray for 

the deceased brothers and sisters. /God give eternal rest to all 

the dead/Amen. 
 

mailto:ourladyofperpetualhelp@vermontcatholic.org


 

 

   

Sunday Offertory collection - Nov. 14-15. 
OLPH: Collect: Sat. $136.00; Sun. $528.00; 2 Collect $25; 
St. Eugene: Collect: Sat. $97.00; 2 Collect: $61; 
St. Francis Assisi: Sun. $356.00; OLOL: Sun. $280.00; 
 

 

CHRIST OUR HOPE - Parish Campaign Details: 

OLPH - Goal: $69,595; potential share: $38,973. 

St. Francis Assisi - Goal: $31,364; potential share: 

$17,564.; St. Eugene - Goal: $13,603; potential share: 

$7,618.; OLOL - Goal $12,381; Potential share: $6,933. 

Message From   
Diocese  

Christ Our Hope Progress As of 11.13. 2020 
OLPH - Goal: $69,595.00; $5,750.00 ($63,845.00) 8% 
ACTUAL Goal Nov 13: $2,619,760.20 THANK YOU DONORS! 
 
 2020 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL PARISH PROGRESS: 11/13/2020 

OLPH-overall goal: $15,907.00; actual: $8,292.00; to Goal =48% 
OLOL-overall goal: $2,143.00; actual: $1,038.00; to Goal =52% 
St. Eugene-overall goal: $4,487.00; actual: $3,005.00; to Goal =67% 
St. Francis A.- overall goal: $6,397.00; actual: $7,230.00; to Goal =113% 
 

OLPH - Fuel Raffle Tickets: Winner for October:                               
$ 50.00, To: Michelle Redmond, PO Box 1135, East Corinth, VT 
05040. CONGRATULATIONS! 
COLLECTION Nov.15.20, TOTAL: $10,530. THANK YOU! 

December 8th Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception Of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Patronal Feast Day of the 

United State of America [holy day of obligation USA]:      

I invite you to the Holly Mass in Bradford at 8:30 A.M.   
                      

Musical Note to OLPH church in Bradford! In preparation for the penitential season Of Advent will 
sing Latin Gregorian Chant. See www.catholicstand.com/the-exprcist-power-oflatin-in-the-latin-
church/. We begin Gregorian Chant Nov.15th.  Thank you! /Irene Drew & Fr. Andrew/  

           

 

BISHOP COYNE REQUESTS THAT YOU GIVE DUE ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING: MASK MANDATE:  With the recent sharp increase in the number of Covid-

19 cases in Vermont, and having learned that more people are no longer wearing masks at Mass, Bishop Coyne asks that you inform your parishioners that 

beginning next weekend, November 21-22, 2020, masks are required for all attendees for the entire celebration of the Mass, excluding children 2 and under.  This 

action is being taken to ensure that all of our parishioners are safe at Mass and so that we can continue the public celebration of the sacraments.  In the event that 

the Bishop learns of a parish/community not abiding by this requirement, the public celebration of the sacraments may be suspended in that parish.   

The Christ Our Hope campaign bulletin for the Nov. 28-29, Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” It’s with great joy and excitement 
that we welcome Advent and the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior. Jesus is God’s greatest gift to mankind. He 
is the perfect present received every Christmas. John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”— serves as a reminder of God’s love and the sacrifice 
made on our behalf. Along with celebrating God’s wonderful gift, Advent is a time when we enjoy giving a little more. It is an 
opportunity to give a little more of our time, a little more of our love and a little more of the gifts we’ve received from God. 
So we invite you, this Advent season, to join your brothers and sisters in Christ with a Christ Our Hope campaign 
commitment. Remember your gift will make a difference as we address our needs at <insert parish name>. But don’t forget 
it will also support the many needs of those most vulnerable among us, while enhancing our ability to educate others. 
Please return your completed pledge form or go online to christourhopevt.org/donate to make your gift. Thank All. God 
bless you and keep you safe. /Ellen Kane/ 
 

Each church received additional envelopes: The Christ Our Hope 
campaign. If anyone wishes to contribute financially to this 
project of the Diocese of Burlington, please take the envelopes 
home. Thank you on behalf of the Bishop of the Diocese.  

/Fr. Andrew – Administrator/  

Reverend Monsignors Fathers and Parishioners: Following up on our webinar this morning, please find a possible announcement for your 

parishes this weekend regarding the sign in sheets to be used at all churches: In response to new Covid-19 guidelines issued by the State of 

Vermont, Bishop Coyne directs all parishes to maintain an attendance log for all liturgical celebrations in the parishes of the Diocese of Burlington.  

The log information shall be maintained by the parish for 30 days after the liturgical celebration in the event contact tracing needs to be followed 

because of an outbreak of Covid-19 tied to one of our churches.  This requirement becomes effective on the First Sunday of Advent, November 28-

29, 2020,   until further notice.  This log requirement applies to daily Masses, funerals, etc. /Msgr. McDermott/ 
 

 

Nov. 29.20, First Sunday of Advent B 

http://www.catholicstand.com/the-exprcist-power-oflatin-in-the-latin-church/
http://www.catholicstand.com/the-exprcist-power-oflatin-in-the-latin-church/


December 5–11, 2020 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

Christ Our Hope Campaign Update
A portion of the funds raised through the Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant 
Church campaign supports these types of ministries through the faith formation fund 
established in the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation. This will ensure stable 
income for vital faith formation ministries, especially in times of crisis. To learn more 
about the campaign or make a gift online visit: www.christourhopevt.org.

31% Goal: $10,000,000As of Nov. 25: $3,090,228

The Christ Our Hope: Building a 
Vibrant Church campaign Virtual 
Giving Challenge Nov. 21-22 was 

a big success! We received 79 gifts/pledges 
totaling $131,641 in two days. Thanks to 
matching gifts from Bishop Christopher 
Coyne and an anonymous donor, the 35 
parishes listed in the sidebar will receive a 
$1,000 match towards their goal.

We already have been blessed with 
the generosity of many, and we share our 
gratitude on behalf of the parishes, who 
benefit the most from this campaign.

There are 83 churches engaged in 
this campaign with goals ranging from 
increasing parish ministries that serve the 
poor, to capital needs to make the parish 
more welcoming and accessible (such as a 
handicap ramp or paving the parking lot) 
to supporting evangelization and religious 
education. Every parish is stepping up 
to make the campaign a success. None 
of this would be possible without the 
efforts of the parish campaign volunteers 
and the leadership of our pastors.  To 
view your parish’s progress visit: www.
christourhopevt.org/parish.

As we approach the end of the year, 
we also ask that you prayerfully consider 
making a Bishop’s Annual Appeal gift.  
Due to the pandemic, we are only at 
76 percent of our goal, and the annual 
appeal supports many of our essential 

ministries, including emergency aid to 
the poor, Catholic schools and religious 
education, vocations, Vermont Catholic 
magazine, lay and youth ministries and 
so much more.

When the pandemic closed our 
churches, the donations to the Bishop’s 
Appeal allowed us to keep our vital 
ministries going in new and creative 
ways.  We increased our communication 
by livestreaming almost 200 faith-en-
gagement activities including weekly and 
Sunday Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, 
daily rosary, daily scripture reflections 
and many other faith-engagement 
opportunities. We continued to provide 
emergency aid to families — many 
impacted by Covid-19 — moved our 
Catholic education online and guided 
our parishes to safely open for the public 
celebration of the Mass when the stay-
home-order was lifted.

To make a gift to the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal or COH? online, please visit: 
www.vermontcatholic.org/donate

As we prepare ourselves for the birth 
of our savior, let us rejoice: Thanks be 
to God for His inexpressible gift! —2 
Corinthians 9:15

With gratitude,

Ellen Kane

Update on Christ Our Hope:  
Building a Vibrant Church

Christ the King/St. Anthony Parish
St. Joseph Cathedral Parish
St. Mark Parish
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Our Lady of Grace Parish
St. Pius X Parish
Holy Cross Parish
St. Ann Parish
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish
St. Catherine of Siena Parish
St. John Vianney Parish
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Williston
St. Francis Xavier Parish
Our Lady of the Valley Parish
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Windsor
Christ Our Savior Parish
Sacred Heart-St. Francis de Sales Parish
St. Monica Parish
Mary Queen of All Saints Parish
St. Augustine Parish
St. John the Evangelist Parish
Our Lady of the Angels Parish
Our Lady of the Snows/St. Patrick Mission
St. Andrew Parish
Mater Dei Parish
Corpus Christi Parish
Our Lady of Good Help Parish
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish
All Saints Parish
Ascension Mission
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary/St. Louis Parish
St. Andre Bessette Parish
St. Patrick, Fairfield

Parishes receciving $1,000 matching gift



12|07, 14, 21 MONDAYS
Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti Study 
with Msgr. McDermott
via Zoom • 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Msgr. McDermott will host a three-part Zoom study which 
will focus on the major themes of the document. Participants 
are encouraged to read the document, or at least a summary 
of the document, prior to the meetings. 
Register at: vermontcatholic.org/events/ 

12|08, 15, 22 TUESDAYS
Praying with the Scriptures  
in Advent
via Zoom • 7:30 - 8 pm

This Advent, prepare for the coming of Christ by praying with 
the Scriptures. Bring a prayerful end to your day as Michael 
Hagan guides you in reading, reflecting, responding, and 
resting with the previous Sunday’s Gospel reading. This will 
be a Zoom webinar – participants will not be on camera/
microphone but will be able to interact through chat.
Register at: vermontcatholic.org/events/ 

12|10 THURSDAY
Parent Cafe: Advent Special 
via Zoom • 7:30 pm - 8:15 pm
Join other Catholic parents in our virtual 

café as we start with a fun game, have some laughs, and 
then discuss family Advent traditions. All parents welcome! 
Hosted by Terri McCormack and Michael Hagan.
Register at: vermontcatholic.org/events/ 

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Accounting Assistant — AP/AR

Rice Memorial High School,  
S. Burlington: Bookkeeper, Part-time

St. Peter’s Parish, Rutland:  
Administrative Assistant, Part-Time 

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LPN or Med Tech  
— $1000 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LPN or Med Tech

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LNA or Caregiver  
— $500 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LNA or Caregiver

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

Upcoming Events

vermontcatholic.org/marriagechallenge

CHALLENGES  
TO GROW  

YOUR  
MARRIAGE

IT’S THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT

DEC. 6–12, 2020 Loveoneanother

How are you doing on those activities to 
help out a neighbor by donating  

your time or material possessions?  
Pray together for your neighbors.

As of November 25: $2,004,077

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal: $2,651,157

As we launch the Christ our Hope campaign, we ask 
that you first prayerfully consider your annual gift to 
the Bishop’s Appeal which helps support statewide 
ministries today: bishopsappealvt.org. If you are able, 
we then ask that you prayerfully consider making a gift 
to our first-ever statewide campaign over a three-year 
period to ensure the vibrant future of our parishes, 
schools and ministries to the poor.

100%

76%

To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events

 
VERMONTCATHOLIC.ORG/VTC

facebook.com/dioburlington
twitter.com/dioburlington

instagram.com/dioburlington

FOLLOW US


