
UPPER VALLEY PARISHES – BULLETIN 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 113 Upper Plain, Bradford, VT 05033  
Parish Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Administrator: Rev. Andrew Bednarowicz 
Secretary: Ms. Phyllis Melanson  
Telephone: 802-222-5268; Emergency: 802-431-5571 
Office NEW E-mail: ourladyofperpetualhelp@vermontcatholic.org 
New Parish website: uppervalleyparishes.org 

Mass Schedule: Weekend: Saturday 5:30 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM 
Weekday: Monday & Tuesday: 8:30 AM 
Organist: Irene Drew, Tel: 603-960-0350 
PPC: DRE: Ginny Flynn, Tel: 603-787-6049 
PFC: Patricia Clark, Tel: 802-222-4427                

Missionary Churches: 
St. Eugene Church 

10 center St. Wells River, VT 05081 
Weekend Mass: Saturday:  4:00 PM 
PPC:, Sacristan: William O’Malley, Tel: 802-757-2870 
EM: Lector: Maggie Carr, Tel: 603-989-0087 
PFC: Daniel Leonard, Tel: 802-584-3887 

Our Lady of Light Chapel 
203 Rt.132 South Strafford, VT 05070 
Weekend Mass: Sunday: 8:00 AM 
PPC:, Sacristan: Siobhan Lopez, Tel: 802-765-4387 
PFC: Thomas Essex, Tel: 802-765-4118 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
70 Beaver Meadow Rd. Norwich, VT 05055, P.O. Box 1216 
Weekend: Sunday: 9:00 AM; Parish Assistant: 
DRE: Fran De Gasta, Tel: 802-649-3533; Organist: Ed Mekus,  
Tel: 603-790-8096; PPC: Joe Ciambra, PFC: Carla Vincent 
 

 

values of religion in human life 

SACRAMENTS: Reconciliation: Before Mass; Baptism: Contact One month 

in advance; Marriage: Contact the Parish Office Bradford Only at least Six 

month in advance. 

  

 

 

 

We collect food 

for poor families 

in OLPH Church      

 

 

Prayer for the Sick: John Mackey, Sierra Langmore,  
Clarence (Bud) Nelson, John McDaniel,  Leonard 
Dobbins, Gorge Vaillanceurt, Bob Sheurich;   
Father,  your  only Son took upon himself the sufferings 
and weakness of the whole human race; through his 
passion and cross he taught us how good can be brought 
out of suffering. Look upon our brothers and sisters who 
are ill, whom we now re-member in a special way. In the 
midst of illness and pain, may they be united with Christ, 
who heals both body and soul. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

OLPH Bradford, Every First Friday of the 

month there is a Holy Mass at 8:30 AM, followed 

by exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

adoration until 10:00 A.M. We invite all willing. 

At OLPH Bradford Church, Every First Sunday 

of the month at 11:00 AM Social Time, all 

parishioners and guests meet for coffee, 

drinks, cookies and talks. We invite you. 

     December 6, St. Nicholas 

Bishop 

 

 

 

December 8th Mass  

at 8:30 am OLPH in 

Bradford.  

Dec. 7th at 5:00pm 

Mass in St. Francis 

Assisi – Norwich. 

 

The Immaculate Conception, A very important pillar of Catholic teaching is celebrated on 

the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. There is a popular idea that the 

day refers to the conception of Jesus by the Virgin Mary. It doesn’t. As a matter of fact, it is 

actually the conception of Mary herself that is referred to here. Although she was born in 

the natural biological manner, her conception is believed to be ‘immaculate’ by Catholics 

because God intervened, relieving Mary of original sin. For centuries, theological dispute 

surrounded the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. The argument followed the context of 

the word ‘immaculate,’ which refers to the belief that Mary – the mother of Jesus Christ, 

was herself conceived without original sin. Throughout Christian history, the Immaculate 

Conception has been questioned by theologians. This topic remained open for debate until 

December 8, 1854, when Pope Pius IX declared it to be an essential principle of faith in the 

Catholic Church. The written statement on this is titled Ineffabilis Deus, which clarifies the 

importance of the divine concept of Immaculate Conception in the Catholic Church. Many 

churches, particularly the Catholic Church, hold masses or special services to mark the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception on or around December 8. Those that commemorate 

this holiday always prepare for it prior to its occurrence. In Rome, at the base of the 

Colonna Della Immaculate; which stands at 12-meters tall by the statue of the Virgin Mary, 

the pope places a wreath. Members of the fire service hang a floral wreath on the arm of the 

statue. 

 

mailto:ourladyofperpetualhelp@vermontcatholic.org


 

 

OLPH - Fuel  Raffle  Tickets:  25 

Offertory collection – November 27. 2022 
OLPH: 5:30pm, $185., 10:00am, $878. B&G $20; St. 
Eugene: 4:00 pm $150 + $20 for Flowers; St. Francis 
Assisi: 9:00am, $1,218; OLOL: 8:00am, $205; THANK 
YOU! 

 

Thank you so much for 
donation to Fuel $1,500 from 
Holly Family Grup OLPH Chuch 
Bradford. A lot blesing!! 

Christ Our Hope Progress As of May 31. 2021 
OLPH - Goal: $69,595.00; $12,950.00 ($56,20.00) 19% 
St. Eugene-Goal: $13,603.00; $7,493.00 ($6,110.00) 55% 
St. Francis of Assisi-Goal: $31,384; 2,100.00. ($29,284.00) 7% 

 OLOL So. Strafford - Goal $12,381; Potential share: $12,381.  0% 
 
Nov.  27. 2022, BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL PARISH New Goals! 

OLPH-overall goal: $15,111.65; actual: $-9,034.00; to Goal = 60% 

OLOL-overall goal: $2,035.85; actual: $-875.; to Goal = 43% 

St. Eugene-overall goal: $4,262.65; actual: $-4,165; to Goal = 98% 

St. Francis A.-overall goal: $6,077.15; actual: $-25.00; to Goal = 00% 

 

December 4, 2022  Second Sunday of Advent A 
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Nov. 27, 22 we have donation from 
Fuel Donation & Raffle Tickets: 
$5,721. Thank you very much for 
your support our Church OLPH in 
Bradford. God bless you every One!  

 
 

OLPH – Bradford – Fuel RAFFLE 
TICKETS the monthly draw November  
the winner of $50, is: Ms. Irene Drew 
from Orford NH. Congratulation. 

 

Let us pray for 

our Churches. 

Amen 

Advent Season, is a very special time of year that sometimes gets lost in the bright lights of the Christmas season it 

precedes. The first day of Advent is the first day of a new Liturgical (or church) calendar and begins a four week period of 
preparation in anticipation of the nativity of Jesus at Christmas. 

Advent Wreath, The most significant tradition of the Advent season is the Advent Wreath.   

The wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas season.  
So what does the Advent Wreath symbolize? The wreath itself, which is made of various evergreens, signifies continuous life. 
The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the 
everlasting life we find in Christ. Even the individual evergreens that make up the wreath have their own meanings that can 

be adapted to our faith. The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering.  
The pine, holly, and yew signify immortality and the cedar signifies strength and healing.  
The pine cones that decorate the wreath symbolize life and resurrection.  
The wreath as a whole is meant to remind us of both the immortality of our souls and  
God’s promise of everlasting life to us through Christ.  

Advent Candles, The candles also have their own special significance. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent, 

and one candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because the color violet is a liturgical color that signifies 

a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the 
“Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the 
expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.The second candle, also purple, represents faith. It is called the 

“Bethlehem Candle” as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It 
is called the “Shepherd’s Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete 
Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the 
faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent. On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the final 
week of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our Savior. This final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes peace. 

It reminds us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

 

https://spiritualcantor.com/spiritually-prepare-for-mass/
https://spiritualcantor.com/spiritually-prepare-for-mass/

