
 

Church Bulletin for March 12th, 2023 

Church of the  
Annunciation 

Ludlow, VT 

Holy Name Of Mary 
 

Proctorsville, VT 

Father Thomas Mosher, Pastor 

 

Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday ..................................4:30 P.M. 
Sunday ........... 8:00 A.M. & 10:00 A.M. 

 

Holy Days and Daily Masses:  As scheduled in the bulletin 
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation:   Saturday   3:45 to 4:15pm 
                                                                                         Tuesday    6:00 to 7:00pm 

Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage:  By appointment 
Sacrament of the Sick:  Please call Father Mosher at 802-228-3451 

 
New Parishioners: Welcome!  Please pick up the registration forms 

at the Church entry ways, fill in your information and mail to the Parish office. 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS                                                                         7 Depot Street 
 Monday, Wednesday, Friday                                                                Ludlow, Vermont 05149 
           8:30am—12:30pm 
                                                                                                                       
Phone: 802-228-3451  E-mail: abvmludlow@comcast.net  
 Website: www.churchoftheannunciationludlow.org   



Please pray for our Sick Members*  
Jack Miller, Mike Ahern, Bill Rodd, Mike Mineo, 
Gene Tofferi, John Huffstedler, Mary Riley 
 
Please remember our Faithful Departed 
Mildred Cutrufello, Lawrence Noonan, Jim Hasson, 
Rita Higgins, B.J. Stewart, Jeannie Findling, Jennie Kolenda, 
Daniel Adler, Robert Martin, Jack Collins, Connie Choiniere, 
Izolina Gylys, Frank Edden, Benjamin Troxell III, Mary Pat 
Mulholland, Tom Naclerio, Nancy Joyce, Geraldine Miller, 
Marilyn Greenslet 

*If you would like a name added or removed from the above 
lists, please let the Parish Office know via email or phone. 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Holy Name of Mary Parish 

ANNOUNCED MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

SATURDAY        March 11 
4:30PM                     Nancy Martel 
SUNDAY             March 12 
8:00AM                   Howard Barton, Jr. 
                                        By Howard and Mary Barton 
10:00AM                 Pro Populo 
 
MONDAY            March 13 
TUESDAY            March 14 
WEDNESDAY     March 15 
THURSDAY        March 16 
FRIDAY               March 17 
 
SATURDAY        March 18 
4:30PM                     Pro Populo 
SUNDAY             March 19 
8:00AM                   Robert William 
                                        By Martha Chessie 
10:00AM                 Seamus Armstrong 

HOW TO PUT OUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL                          
After providing for your families and loved ones, parishioners may 
want to include the Parish in your wills, thus helping to assure the long-
term future of the Parish and the work that must continue in genera-
tions to come. Bequests are free of estate tax and can substantially 
reduce the amount of your assets claimed by the government. You can 
give needed support to either of our Parishes by simply including the 
following words in your will: "I give, devise and bequeath to Church of 
the Annunciation Parish Charitable Trust in Ludlow, Vermont… or… 
Holy Name of Mary Parish Charitable Trust in Proctorsville, Vermont 
(insert amount being given here) to be used to support the ministry of 
the Parish". A bequest can be a specific amount, a specific piece of 
property, a percentage of an estate, or all or part of the residue of an 
estate. You can also name the Parish as a contingency beneficiary in 
the event someone named in your will is no longer living. It is recom-
mended that a lawyer help in drafting or amending a will.                                    

Lectors  
This weekend: T. Kelly, R. Gylys, I. Montgomery 
Next weekend: J. McLaughlin, P. Daddona, D. Dunseith 
Ushers 
This weekend: B. Brzoza, D. Sheehan, J. Nicoll, T. Gurdak-
Carter 
Next weekend: B. Brzoza, D. Sheehan, J. Nicoll, T. Gurdak-
Carter 
Eucharistic Ministers 
This weekend: S. Bixby, M. Barton, C. Hudgings 
Next weekend: S. Bixby, M. Barton, C. Hudgings 

Parish Support—March 5th 

ABVM            HNM                   

Sunday                       $1,341             $388 

Eastern Europe          $342              $173 

 

Second Collection for Next Week:  

Catholic Relief Services 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
This traditional Lenten  

Service will take place on Fridays in 
Lent (except not on Good Friday) at 

4:00PM. 

PASTOR AWAY 
Father Mosher is away on 
vacation. In his absence 

there will be no Weekday 
Mass, Confession or Ad-

oration.  

Lenten Reconciliation Service 
 
Our annual Deanery-wide Lenten Reconcilia-
tion Service will take place Sunday, March 
26th at 3:00 p.m. at Saint Mary’s Church 
in Springfield. There will be several priests 
available to hear Confessions. 
 
In addition to the Service, Confessions can be 
heard Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 
p.m. and on Saturday afternoons from 3:45 to 4:15 p.m. here at 
Church of Annunciation. Plan to attend and take advantage of 
this Sacrament.  

LENTEN FISH FRY AT SAINT MARY’S 
 

Holy Family Parish Lenten Fish Frys 
are back!  Please join us from 5-7pm 
in the Nolin-Murray Center following 

Stations of the Cross at 10 Pleasant 
Street in Springfield, VT every Friday 

night during Lent.  This is a served 
meal though take out is available. The 
meal is Baked or Fried Fish, French 

Fries or Baked Potato, Coleslaw, 
Lemonade or Coffee & Dessert.  Dine-in meals are $14, 
Take-out are $15.  If you would like to reserve a meal to 
go, you can call the rectory at 802-885-3400 before 2pm 

on Fridays and leave a message. Please leave your 
name, time for pick up and whether you would like 

baked or fried fish, french fries or baked potato.  

Hence I cannot be silent, and indeed 

I ought not to be, about the many 

blessings and the great grace which 

the Lord has designed to bestow 

upon me. ~Saint Patrick 



March 12, 2023                                                                                                                    Third Sunday of Lent 

This March marks the first time in my 42-year 
career that I have taken time away during Lent. It 
has an odd feeling about it, but this is the only 
time that my usual accommodations were availa-
ble this Winter, so rather than go a third year 

without a real vacation (other than visiting family), I seized the 
day. I’m writing this from my apartment in San Miguel de Allen-
de, in the State of Guanajuato, Mexico.  
 
Though not confusing a vacation with a retreat, there are elements 
of both that are coming together in my time here south of the bor-
der. I attend daily Mass, read my Breviary, recite my Rosary, and 
do Stations of the Cross on Friday afternoons. I also make daily 
pilgrimages to the churches in the vicinity, seven of which are in 
easy walking distance. The churches here were built in the 1600’s 
and 1700’s in the Spanish Colonial Style, which exhibits a Ba-
roque flair. Each building makes a grand statement, with high 
ceilings, carved columns and lots of statues. There is gold gilding 
most everywhere, which seems puzzling, since there is, and al-
ways has been, so much poverty here.  
 
Mexican observance of the Catholic Faith seems odd to me: they 
love their Fiestas, parades, and over-the-top decorations with 
flower arrangements taller than myself. People decorate their 
homes with great festivity. Most older buildings have statues 
carved into their façade. Many corners have small shrines. All this 
being said, however, hardly anyone bothers going to Sunday 
Mass. Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are celebrated with great 
flourish, but otherwise the churches are mostly empty. I attend 
morning Mass with about thirty people in churches that were built 
to accommodate hundreds.   
 
A native explained that this absence from Mass has its origin in 
the early years of the 20th century. The Mexican War of Inde-
pendence from Spain (1910-1920) frightened most campesinos  
(ordinary people, especially from the countryside) away from the 
Church. The government lost the War and a new government, 
formed by Revolutionaries, confiscated all Church property, in-
cluding convents, monasteries and parish churches, since it was 
believed that the Church supported the government over the Rev-
olutionaries. To this day the federal government owns all the 
churches and former cloistered properties, and maintains them as 
the government sees fit.  
 
During the war, thousands of people were murdered including 
Priests and Religious. In 1910 there were 4,500 priests in Mexico; 
by 1920, there were only 334 left, having been either murdered or 
expelled from the country. This gave rise to the Cristero move-
ment, in which ordinary citizens sought to wrest control away 
from the Revolutionaries, and restore the Church, whose presence 
had been all-but-eliminated. More priests were executed, includ-
ing Saints Miguel Agustin Pro and Cristopher Magallenas, and 
companions, all of whom have been canonized by the Church. 
I’ve seen photos of St. Miguel facing the firing squad with arms 
held out straight, resembling Christ crucified, saying, as the bul-
lets tore through him, “Viva Cristo Rey!” (Long live Christ the 
King!) I recently saw a photo of an elderly priest, dressed in full 
vestments, with hands folded, at the moment of his execution. It’s 
all chilling. In previous visits, the local clergy warned me against 
wearing my Roman Collar in public: twenty-four priests have 
been murdered in the past six years.  
 
Still, the people (94% of whom are Catholic) love their Church 
and their festivities in the midst of these grizzly realities. So, I'll 
continue my daily pilgrimage to the churches here, albeit dressed 
in civvies.  

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,                                                       
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,                                             
the Only Begotten son of God,                                                    
born of the Father before all ages.                                               
God from God, Light from Light,                                                
true God from true God,                                                               
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;                  
through Him all things were made.                                             
For us men and for our salvation                                                 
He came down from heaven, 
                   (Here we bow for the next line.) 
.. . And by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,    
and became man.                                                                            
 
For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate,                   
He suffered death and was buried,                                              
and rose again on the third day                                                    
in accordance with the Scriptures.                                               
He ascended into heaven                                                              
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                               
He will come again in glory                                                         
to judge the living and the dead                                                    
and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,                                                           
the Lord, the giver of life,                                                           
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,                               
who with the Father and the Son                                                
is adored and glorified,                                                               
who has spoken through the Prophets.                                        
 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church,                 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins                        
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead                      
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Responsorial Psalm 

R.  If today you hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts.  

Prayer to Saint Michael 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle, be our protection against the wicked-
ness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke 
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince 
of the heavenly host, by the power of God, 

thrust into Hell Satan and the other evil spir-
its who prowl about the world for the ruin of 

souls. Amen. 

Welcome, Father Gaudreau! 
 

Today we welcome Father Bernard Gaudreau who will be the 
Celebrant for Masses this weekend while Father Mosher is 

away.  


