Planning Your Wedding at

The Catholic Center at UVM

[image: image1.jpg]



The Catholic Center at the University of Vermont shares in your joy as you prepare to celebrate one of the most wonderful days of your life - Your Wedding!  We want you to know that we are eager to assist you in every way possible to make it a fitting expression of your love, as well as a reverent and respectful celebration of one of Christ’s seven Sacraments.
This set of guidelines and policies is designed to help you as you plan your wedding ceremony and to answer many of the questions that couples often have about the use of St. Augustine’s Chapel. Please be assured that these policies are the result of many years of experience with hundreds of weddings and they have been thought out carefully to avoid potential difficulties.  While not every policy may be most convenient for every occasion, in fairness to everyone we do ask for your cooperation and understanding so that these guidelines will be observed uniformly for all weddings at the Catholic Center at UVM.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
I. Civil Law
You will need to secure a marriage license from the Burlington City Clerk’s Office in downtown Burlington. The State of Vermont issues marriage licenses that are good for 60 days, and it is strongly urged that you give the license to the priest at least a week prior to the Wedding Rehearsal. At the very least, the marriage license should be given to the priest prior to the wedding rehearsal. Wedding rehearsals will not take place if the license has not been given to the priest. If you wish to have a priest officiate who has never performed a wedding in Vermont, he must first register with the Catholic Center office.
AI. Canon Law
At least one of the intended spouses must be an active member of the Catholic Center at UVM or a UVM or Champlain College Alumnus.
If you wish any priest other than the priest at the Catholic Center to officiate the wedding he must get the Delegation of the Pastor of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. This can be arranged through the Catholic Center office.
Because a recent Baptismal Certificate is required for all Catholics and baptized non-Catholics, you will need to know where you were baptized. Please contact the church where you were baptized and ask them to send a recent Baptismal Certificate to the Catholic Center at the address on the back of this booklet. If you do not remember where you were baptized, please check with your parents. The priest preparing you will be happy to assist you in securing this certificate if you have difficulty.
In mixed marriages (when one party is not Catholic), Catholics must declare their intention to continue practicing the Catholic faith and to do all in their power to have children baptized and reared as Catholics. A dispensation for mixed marriage is arranged by the priest.
The Rite of Marriage must be that of the Roman Catholic Church. You will have the opportunity to select your own readings, prayers, marriage vows, etc., however, these must be taken from approved selections. A copy of the Rite of Marriage, with all the available options, will be give to you during the preparation.
BI.   Diocesan Policies
Every couple is to participate in a wedding preparation process lasting a minimum of six months, including meetings with a priest as well as a Diocesan Program of (Vermont Catholic Pre-Cana Weekend or Pre-Cana Conferences for the Engaged) and the Fully Engaged inventory. While it is not a Diocesan policy, we highly encourage you to learn about NFP (Natural Family Planning) which is a natural and ethical means which can be used to aid conception and also postpone pregnancy. The priest will be happy to explain these programs and assist you in making arrangements to attend them.
The setting of the wedding date will be determined after your first meeting with the priest. The priest has the right to ask the couple to postpone the wedding if there appear to be serious problems which first must be resolved.
All weddings must be celebrated in St. Augustine’s Chapel. In very limited occasions when a Catholic is marrying a non-Catholic, permission is given to celebrate the wedding in Ira Allen Chapel. It is not possible to celebrate the wedding in any other place (home, garden, country club, etc.) It is standard that marriages between two Catholics be in the context of Mass and the celebration of the Eucharist which is the Sacrament of unity. For the marriage of a Catholic and non-Catholic, because of sad divisions that do exist among us, the marriage is celebrated outside of Mass, with the Liturgy of the Word, a homily, the exchange of vows, blessing of rings and nuptial blessing.
THE CATHOLIC CENTER GUIDELINES
I. Music
As soon as a date for your wedding has been confirmed, please contact our Music Director, Ashley O’Brien at 802-578-1508 or by email at ashleyobrienmusic@gmail.com. She will help you choose appropriate music that reflects the reverence and dignity of the celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. It is to be noted that the Church does not allow pop or rock music in the wedding service, which is above all a Christ-centered act of worship. Favorite songs are always appropriate for your reception, but not necessarily for the marriage service. You will be able to choose from a wide range of music suitable for a religious ceremony. Our Music Director must be involved in all planning of all music. Because of her contract with the Catholic Center, she has the right of first refusal for all liturgies held here.
AI. Flowers and Candles
Four flower arrangements are suggested: two small ones one each side of the Tabernacle and two larger ones on each side of the altar. Another large arrangement may be placed at the pulpit if desired. The small ones should be no taller than 18 inches and no wider than 10 inches. The larger ones should be no taller than 3 feet in height and no more than 18 inches wide so that they do not interfere with the movement of the priest or the wedding party. Please consider leaving the flower arrangements in the chapel after your wedding for the celebration of the Lord’s Day Masses.
NO TAPE is allowed on the pews. Please attach pew bows or decorations with pew clips or elastic bands which are available from the florist. Please notify florist to leave flowers for the wedding party (corsages, bouquets, etc.) in the bride’s room or the church vestibule.
The Marriage or Unity Candle is encouraged for use at the wedding reception as it is not part of the Catholic marriage rite. No part of the regular sanctuary furniture (chairs, tables, stands, etc.) may be moved.
III. The Rehearsal and the Wedding
Because the Catholic Center exists for ministry to college students, the dates and hours for the celebration of weddings may be limited – especially during the academic year. Traditionally, weddings are celebrated on Saturday afternoons and may be celebrated as early or as late as desired because there is not a Vigil Mass for Sunday. 
Your wedding and your rehearsal MUST BEGIN ON TIME. Please inform all members of your wedding party that this is absolutely essential. You would not want to be delayed because an earlier wedding or rehearsal was late; please respect those who may be after you by making sure that the rehearsal and the wedding begin promptly.
Photography and/or videotaping will be permitted, provided it is done by a professional individual who will not be distracting to the congregation. No cameras are permitted in the sanctuary (the area around the altar), and family members and friends should be instructed not to take pictures during the actual ceremony. While you certainly want lasting reminders of this beautiful day, the integrity of the Sacrament should be guarded and the taking of pictures should not interfere with the event itself. Please have the photographer contact the priest prior to the wedding. They should also plan on being at the rehearsal. After the wedding, the church may be used for posed picture as the Catholic Center schedule permits.
Because the wedding and rehearsal are held in the church, where Christ is present in the Blessed Sacrament, the wedding party should be quiet and respectful at all times. Although we fully understand the happiness and excitement of these events, please try to make sure everyone realizes that there should be no loud talking or unnecessary conversation in the church and that appropriate attire should be worn as well.
No smoking is permitted anywhere in the church building (lounge, rest room, bride’s room, etc.) and the consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on all church property (including the parking lot). Remembering the seriousness of the occasion, members of the wedding party should refrain from the use of alcohol before both the rehearsal and the wedding itself. Marriages will not be held if the couple has consumed alcohol prior to the wedding and members of the wedding party will be dismissed.

The throwing of rice and/or bird seed is prohibited anywhere on the Catholic Center’s property. It is a safety hazard, particularly if it gets wet and we do not have the staff to clean it up. We also ask that flower girls do not drop petals, as these too are difficult to clean up and can stain the carpet.
Please be considerate of those who will need to use the church after you and see to it that all decorations (bows, aisle runner, etc.) have been removed before you leave. Also, kindly ask someone to check that trash (corsage boxes, tissue paper, left-over programs, etc.) has been picked up and put in waste baskets. Please try to leave everything as you would want to find it when you arrive for your wedding.
If they wish, the bride and her bridesmaids may use the Jerusalem Room next to the offices to dress for the wedding. However, because there are no facilities for the groom or the groomsmen to change clothes, they should arrive at the church already dressed for the ceremony. They may gather in the Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassatti Room next to the sacristy prior to the wedding.
Please do not leave purses or other valuables unattended in these rooms during the wedding. On campus, there have been problems with thefts. Make sure someone is responsible for all valuables.
The proper spiritual preparation before marriage for a Catholic is the Sacrament of Penance (Confession). The graces of the Sacrament of Matrimony come to those in a state of grace. You are, of course, free to go to any priest, but the officiant at your wedding will certainly be happy to assist you if you wish and will make the Sacrament available before and after your wedding rehearsal.
The priests at the Catholic Center are always honored to be invited to the rehearsal dinner and/or wedding reception; however, because of the parish schedule and other commitments, it is rare that they can accept. Please feel free to extend the invitation to the priest, but please do not be disappointed if he cannot attend.
Because of use for other student activities and a very limited staff, we are sorry that the lounge cannot be made available for receptions.
FEES
Because the Catholic Center is not a parish Church, we rely on gifts from friends and alumni to continue to minister to the next generation of Catholics at UVM and Champlain College. A donation of $200 is requested for the use of the facility and utilities, as well as the time for the marriage preparation, rehearsal and wedding. This is a small offering in relation to the costs of most weddings in the United States today. However, the cost will never prohibit the celebration of the Sacrament at the Catholic Center. Any donations should be payable to the Catholic Center at UVM and given to the priest in an envelope prior to the wedding day.
The Music Director’s fee is $250 for music and singing. Extra costs may be incurred for optional soloists or extra musicians. These fees should be paid to the Music Director prior to the wedding. If you wish to use another pianist of your choosing, our music director must still be contacted to approve all selections and to make necessary arrangements, and will be entitled to her regular fee in accord with her contract with the Catholic Center.
*****
We hope that these guidelines have answered all your questions and concerns; if some remain, please feel free to call the Catholic Center office or the priest.  We at the Catholic Center at UVM all join in extending to you our very best wishes and prayers as you prepare, not just for your Wedding Day, but for a whole new life together.  God bless you!
Prayer for an Engaged Couple:
L

ord God, as we are joined in the Sacrament of Matrimony, may our life together always reflect Your love made complete in us. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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