
Saint Mary Catholic School Parent-Teacher Organization 

Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2022, PLC Café 

 

Cristina Gill, President, called to order at 8:14am 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Topics Discussed: 

 

Track or Treat  

 

 Mrs. Gill thanked everyone for their help in making Track or Treat such an enjoyable event. She 

received great feedback from school staff and the students had a lot of fun.  

Dining Events 

 The PTO dining fundraiser held on October 11th at Cici’s Pizza was successful and brought in $137. 

It is hoped that another fundraising dining event will be scheduled soon.  

Thanksgiving Feast 

 The Thanksgiving Feast in the cafeteria will be held later this week. This year, PTO volunteers will 

not be needed as the cafeteria employees will be preparing and serving the food as well as 

decorating.  

Art to Remember 

 Mrs. Gill stated that she has received notice that Art to Remember artwork is ready for ordering. 

A link is available for ordering artwork this year and she asked that room parents send this link 

out to class parents.  

 Parents can choose if they want items shipped directly to the school (for free) or shipped to their 

home (for a fee). The deadline for items shipped free to the school is November 21st. The items 

should be received before Christmas. 

Holiday Penguin Shop 

 Mrs. Gill stated that the PTO will be hosting the Penguin Patch holiday shop on December 4th-6th 

in the old cafeteria. The holiday shop will be open during Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, 

December 4th. Students will also be able to shop during the school day on December 5th and 6th.   

 



 Many volunteers will be needed for this event including help with setup of the holiday shop and 

decorating, assisting students while they are shopping for gifts, gift wrapping, and ensuring that 

the gifts areas are in order and replenish supply if needed. An electronic sign up for volunteers 

will be sent out soon. 

 

 The items for sale range in price from 25 cents up to 15 dollars. The Penguin Patch company also 

provides free gifts for children who may not otherwise be able to afford anything at the holiday 

shop. Mrs. Gill stated that she is unsure about the best way to identify these children and ensure 

that they can receive the free gifts without being singled out. She would like to get a small 

planning committee together to discuss this concern as well as help determine when the parent 

paper budget forms should be sent out.  

 

 At the end of the PTO meeting, Mrs. Katie White, Mrs. Misty Rios Garcia, Mrs. Theresa Simones, 

and Mrs. Erin Thatcher volunteered to serve on the holiday shop planning committee.  

 

Breakfast with Santa 

 Mrs. Karen Kirk stated that Breakfast with Santa will be held on Sunday, December 4th. She gave 

a brief overview of the different areas that parent volunteers are needed for this event which 

includes help decorating the gym on Friday and Saturday. Middle school students are also asked 

to volunteer to dress up as elves on the day of the breakfast and help with various jobs.  

 

 Mrs. Chassi Kopec, who is on the event planning committee, stated that it is hoped that a full 

breakfast will be served again this year. Last year, only donuts were served due to Covid concerns. 

She stated that the Knights of Columbus have a meeting later tonight and it is on their agenda to 

discuss if they would be willing to help prepare the breakfast as they have done in other years. If 

they are unable to help, the plan will be to serve donuts again.  

 

 Mrs. Kirk stated that if a full breakfast will be served, extra griddles for pancakes will be needed 

since the cafeteria does not have any. Eggs can be made on the cafeteria stove. She stated that 

there are some decorations left-over from previous years that can be used again this year. 

However, additional items are needed such as large boxes and wrapping paper so that they can 

be wrapped to look like presents. She added that an electronic sign-up will need to be sent out 

soon for donations for the breakfast and for parents and middle school students to sign up to 

volunteer.  

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 There is no PTO meeting in December. The next PTO meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 

10th at 8:15am.  

The meeting was called to a close at 8:45am. 

Minutes by Lori Lomax (Secretary) 


