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PLAY LEARN GROW
Welcome to Saint Mary School
“We Walk with Jesus” 
Welcome 2022-2023 K3
[bookmark: _g378t4bjmjlk]Welcome to the Saint Mary School K3. I am your child’s K3 teacher and my name is Brandy Rice. The first day of school is an exciting milestone in your child's life. Our goal is to provide a rich, exciting, developmentally appropriate, learning environment where a child may develop, spiritually, emotionally, physically, socially and cognitively. We use the Creative Curriculum which focuses on literacy. Our curriculum’s play center-based approach is a way to use a child’s love of play to foster and encourage learning and our Catholic faith is at the core of growing your child’s heart and mind closer to God.

Contact Info
Mrs. Rice   K3 Teacher
My email address is brandy.rice@saintmaryschool.net
K3 web page is https://www.saintmaryschool.net/pre-k3-mrs-rice-page
You may also leave phone messages for me with the office phone number is
 (850) 243-8913
CLASS TAG will be our “instant” communication tool. You will receive an email and text asking you to Join our class.



[bookmark: _z2kexr7v2p0j]Creative Curriculum at Saint Mary. [image: Placeholder image]
Until the 20th century, little scientific attention was given to studying how children grow and develop. In the last 100 years, however, a wealth of research has been devoted to better understanding children’s social–emotional, physical, language, and cognitive development.
and shape the Curriculum and the guidance offered to teachers. By understanding the theory and research behind how children’s knowledge, skills, and behaviors progress over time, teachers are better able to support children’s development and learning.
The Creative Curriculum balances teacher‐planned and child‐initiated learning, emphasizing responsiveness to children's strengths, interests, needs, and learning styles. Nationally known for being forward‐thinking, comprehensive, and rigorously researched, it helps teachers plan and implement content‐rich, developmentally appropriate programs that support active learning and promote children's progress in all developmental areas.
The Creative Curriculum discusses the five components of teaching preschool children effectively:
·         how children develop and learn, the learning environment , what children learn, caring and teaching,  partnering with families
 Literacy: The Creative Curriculum®Approach discusses essential aspects of teaching literacy in the preschool classroom:
·         talking, singing and playing with language,  reading aloud, storytelling, story retelling, writing, meaningful play,  conducting long‐term studies,  the components and process skills of mathematics,  planning the mathematics program, supporting dual‐language learners and children with disabilities


	Classroom Information[image: ]


· It is important that children in K3 be able to take care of their own toileting needs. Children must be independent in the bathroom.
· For Full Day: We will have rest time each day. Your child may bring in a beach sized towel, small travel sized pillow. Please send only these items. We have cots in the classroom and space is limited. We will send these home at the end of the week to be returned. (you may provide 2 sets to keep at school so you don’t have to rush wash)
· We ask that you provide a PLASTIC, clean, water ONLY filled water bottle for your child each day. Clearly LABEL with first and last name.
·  Children may not bring in any toys from home. We have a classroom full of wonderful and educational toys and it is hard to keep track of each child’s personal toys.
·  Your child will have a daily folder (we will provide) for important paperwork and their work for the day. Some days they may be empty, however please ensure they arrive daily and are checked. These are wipeable so please ensure they return clean and we will wipe periodically also! 
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
· Please keep a close eye on the school email and flocknote information on how arrival and dismissal will work this year.
· School Begins at 8am, gates open at 7:45am and will dismiss at 2:45pm. (11:00 for Half Day)
· Please also ensure you get our CLASS TAG notification for short notice changes.
·  See SCHOOL WIDE arrival and dismissal procedure communication. A Car Tag for your specific car pool will be issued, and must be displayed at carpool pick up.
· FOR K3 and K4 The First two weeks you may walk your child to the DOOR of the classroom at drop off.  After the 2 weeks, please follow the school wide carpool procedure.
· PreK 11:00 dismissal, will be under the covered lane at the gate in large parking lot. We will open the door and place your child in the car.  All other PreK children will participate in the school wide dismissal procedures at 245 dismissal. (Please follow School Wide Dismissal procedures.) 
· Please return the CHILD AND PARENT INFO sheet that will tell us how your child will get home. Aftercare needs must go through the office at all times.




Clothing and Shoes[image: ]
·  K3 students should wear clothes that are easy to play in and sneakers for playing on the playground. Velcro closures are required. Or your child must be able to remove and put on by themselves.Preschool is about play and exploring using all our senses. If we are doing it right the children will get messy.
· Each child needs a seasonally appropriate full change of clothing to be left in his/her cubby. Please put this in a Ziploc bag with the child’s name written on it. All clothes should have names in them. Please label jackets and any sleepy time items.
Shoes:
Children will remove shoes several times a day. We do not wear shoes inside the classroom. There will be cubbies for them to store shoes, therefore SOCKS are required. All outside shoes must be velcro please. Your child must be able to remove and replace shoes on their own.
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SMCS will provide morning snack. For ALL DAY kiddos, I will post the afternoon snack schedule on K3 web page. . The afternoon children will take turns bringing in the snacks for one week at a time. We need enough for each child in the class (15), once a day, for 5 days. If you cannot for any reason provide the snack please contact me and we will work it out.
-          We will have snack and lunch in our room, unless weather permits an outside picnic! Your child may still order a meal from the cafeteria. The menu options are loaded monthly on the school website. Lunch Invoices will be sent from the cafeteria monthly. You may send in money for your child’s account in advance. (we may have an on-line system available also, please check with the front office)
-   K3 Healthy Snack Suggestions
We don’t want to make your snack week a burden or a strain on your pocketbook, but here are a few ideas for snacks.
  Some Choices include: crackers, cheese sticks, yogurt, raisins boxes, goldfish, animal crackers, pretzels, cheese balls, microwave popcorn, skinny pop,  mini cookies, granola bars,  pudding, Jello, muffins. We love fruit and veggies also! Bananas, carrots with ranch, apples…
**Birthday Celebrations: we love to celebrate Birthdays! If you would like to bring a treat we allow MINI CUPCAKES, little debbies, mini donuts, or cookies. Thank you!
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How can we get to know your child?
 1. Please return the BLUE Child and Parent Information Sheet attached and return the first week. Thank you.
2. Work with your child to complete the ALL ABOUT ME assignment you will receive the first couple weeks of school. Thank You
Parents,
Please know that we will provide a loving, rich in learning, safe, and spiritual environment for your child. We are blessed to share in this little piece of your child’s life and take your trust in us and Saint Mary very seriously. We are so very excited to meet these kiddos and have been praying for them all summer. This school year will bring about many changes and call for much patience and flexibility from us all. The entire PRK team and our most amazing St. Mary leadership is here to support and help your family in any way that we can. 
With Jesus and Mary! Mrs. Rice
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