
Saint Mary Catholic School Parent-Teacher Organization 

Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2022, PLC Room #2 

 

Cristina Gill, President, called to order at 8:16am 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

 The Board welcomed Mr. Rodgers to his first official PTO meeting.  He thanked the PTO members 

in advance for their hard work and participation during the upcoming school year.   

 

 Mr. Rodgers informed the members that a need has been identified in the school that would 

involve the use of PTO funds. He explained that due to the hot sun, a few students have been 

burned while using the slides in Pre-K and Kindergarten playground. He asked that the PTO 

consider allowing their funds to cover the costs of two playground shades that would keep the 

slides from becoming so hot.   

 

 Mr. Rodgers departed from the meeting at this time.  

 

Topics Discussed: 

 

Treasurer Report: 

 Rochelle Heidbreder, PTO Treasurer, summarized the most recent PTO treasurer report. The PTO 

checking account had a starting balance for this year of $2000. There was $35 added for magnet 

sales and $138 was spent for the Meet and Greet for a current total of $1896.  Currently, there is 

$45,802 in the PTO savings account. 

 

 Kristin White stated that regarding the funding request for the two playground shades, the first 
quote they have received was around $8,500 for the shades.  It is still unknown how much the 
beams, hardware, labor and other materials are going to cost as a contractor has yet to provide 
a quote. 
 

Fingerprinting 

 Mrs. White stated that new requests to obtain proper clearance from the diocese for volunteering 

will not begin until after September 1st. This clearance, which involves paying a $65 fee to get 

fingerprinted, is only needed if parent volunteers will be working 1:1 with any students. If a 



volunteer is working in a large group setting, like Track or Treat for example, this specific clearance 

is not necessary. 

 

Brite Stars: 

 A brief explanation was given by Mrs. White about the Brite Stars Auction and Gala which is the 

school’s biggest fundraising event. The event date for this school year has not been set but it is 

usually held in late February/Early March. Last March (2022), the event raised around $67,000. 

However, the previous year that this event was held (2020), $87,000 was raised. The money from 

this event is used for funding various school related needs including tuition assistance and building 

improvements.  

 

 Volunteers are not only needed for planning Brite Stars, but they will also be needed the week 

prior to the event to assist with decorations and setting up. A message will be sent out (probably 

in October) with information about a meeting for those who are interested in helping to plan this 

event.   

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

 The date of the Spaghetti Dinner/Open House is September 1st. The dinner is served from 5:00-

6:00pm in the school gym followed by the Open House in the school classrooms until 6:30pm. It 

is expected that over 600 people will attend so many volunteers are needed. An electronic Sign-

up-sheet for volunteers will be sent out soon. 

 

Track or Treat 

 Track or Treat will be held again this year. The date may possibly be October 28th, but it has not 

yet been finalized.  Tables will be set up around the gym like last year and each table will have a 

specific theme for decorations. Parents will be asked to donate candy again like last year. As the 

event gets closer, an electronic Sign-up-sheet for volunteers will be sent out.  

 

 Mrs. Stacey Mai has been the event lead of Track or Treat since the first one was held 2 years ago.  

She will be helping plan this event again this year, but she is looking for someone to assist her 

with the intention of taking over as the event lead next year.   

 

Breakfast with Santa 

 

 Breakfast with Santa will be held on Sunday, December 4th. This event will require many parent 

volunteers to set up and decorate the gym in the days prior to the event as well as to help during 

the actual day of the breakfast. Middle school students are also asked to volunteer to dress up as 



elves on the day of the breakfast. Information about planning for Breakfast with Santa will be sent 

as the event gets closer for anyone who is interested. 

 

 Mrs. Karen Kirk has been the event lead of Breakfast with Santa since the first time it was held in 

December 2018. She will be helping plan this event again this year, but she is looking for someone 

to assist her with the intention of taking over as the event lead next year.   

 

 

Oher Upcoming Events 

 Many other PTO school events will be held throughout the school year including the Thanksgiving 

Feast, Grandparent’s Breakfast, Field Day, Teacher Appreciation Week, and the Ice Cream Social. 

 

 The above upcoming events do not have a designated person to lead the event as of now. If 

anyone is interested in serving as an event leader, they are to contact a Board member.  

 

T-shirt, Hat & Ornament Sales 

 New T-shirts can be ordered until August 23rd.  The link to the Custom Ink order form was sent 

out via text message to the school community and appears on the school Facebook page.  The 

link also appears in the most recent SMCS message that was sent via email.  

 

 The PTO still has a supply of Magnets, Ornaments, Hats, and Visors. These items will be available 

for purchase at the Spaghetti Dinner and other upcoming school events.   

 

 Art to Remember 

 Mrs. Wilbas has already started working with students soon in each class to complete art designs 

for Art to Remember.  An order form will be available via website link when items are ready to 

purchase. Parents can choose if they want items shipped directly to the school or shipped to their 

home.   

 

Dining Events: 

 There were not very many dining event fundraisers held the past few years due to covid concerns. 

This school year it is hoped that a dining fundraising event can be scheduled every month. Two 

dining events were held at Cici’s Pizza last year and another dining event at this location will 

probably be scheduled sometime this school year. A few members suggested looking into Culver’s 

or Pepper’s Mexican Cantina. Members were asked to notify the Board about any other possible 

restaurant locations to hold dining event fundraisers.    

 



 The PTO is looking for someone would be willing to serve as a dining event coordinator who could 

assist in organizing and scheduling the dining events.  If anyone is interested in serving in this role, 

they are to contact a Board member. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 The PTO has been asked to organize and schedule a community-wide social fundraising event for 

school parents.  This event would take place during the evening time and possible ideas that have 

been discussed so far is a painting or bingo night.  If anyone has any other possible ideas, they are 

to contact a Board member. 

 

 The PTO is also looking for someone would be willing to design flyers for various PTO events.   If 

anyone is interested in serving in this role, they are to contact a Board member. 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 

 The next PTO meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th at 8:15am. 

 

 There has been an interest by several working parents to hold a PTO meeting in the evening so 

that they can attend.  A date to hold this evening PTO meeting will be identified soon.   

 

 

The President called the meeting to a close at 9:02am. 

Minutes by Lori Lomax (Secretary) 

 


