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Next Week: 

Monday, October 16: Cross-Country Championship - Twin Oaks 

Wednesday, October 18: 1st and 2nd Grade Field Trip/PTO Family Night at Sonny’s
BBQ/Military Kids Club at 7:15 am in the Library

Thursday, October 19: All-School Mass/ Parent-Teacher Conferences (Grades 3-8)/
Report Cards for students in Grades 3-8 will be distributed during conferences on
Thursday and Friday/ 1st and 2nd Grade Report Cards will be sent home on
Thursday/Early Dismissal

Friday, October 20: Early Dismissal/Parent-Teacher Conferences (Grades 3-8)

Looking Ahead:

Wednesday, October 25: First Quarter Awards Ceremony (Honor Roll) in the PLC
Church after Mass - 1st - 4th Grade (9:30 am - 9:50 am); 5th-8th Grade (10 am - 10:30
am)

Top left: Students receive their “Student-of-the-Month” awards from Fr. McShane.
Top right: Students receive their “Servant-of-the-Lord” awards.            



Dedicated to Catholic values, Saint Mary Catholic School is a Christ-centered educational community
committed to academic excellence, spiritual growth, individual responsibility, and service to others. 

NOTES FROM OUR 
CATHOLIC IMMERSION DIRECTOR

     WEEK  OF OCTOBER 16, 2023

Message from Father Doug Halsema, Pastor of Saint Mary Catholic Church
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”

Proverbs 29:18a
You may be wondering what our vision for Saint Mary is. Do we have a vision, mission,

strategies, and clearly stated values? We do.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit and rooted in an environment of prayerful discernment and
open discourse over the years, we have asked ourselves four very important questions

to discern our parish vison, mission, values, and strategies. We call these clarity
questions because they clarify who we are, how we behave, and what we do.

The answers to these four clarity questions determine our parish culture, how we communicate and
behave, what we communicate, all decision-making, and all planning going forward. Why? It is because

we want to be a place where it becomes impossible not to share Jesus with the rest of the world!





                 
FROM THE OFFICE

FLOCKNOTE
Are you receiving our text messages? We highly recommended signing up for our

Flocknote for important information.  http://www.saintmaryschool.net/

Tuition/Facts questions? Contact Kristin White, 
850-243-8913. kristin.white@saintmaryschool.net

WEEK OF  October 16, 2023

Dedicated to Catholic values, Saint Mary Catholic School is a Christ-centered educational community
committed to academic excellence, spiritual growth, individual responsibility, and service to others. 

A Prayer for Parents

 Dear Lord, 
thank you for the gift of sport in our family's

life. May we always be grateful for the
opportunity our children have to be
physically active and have a team

experience to learn and grow from. Help me
have the Fortitude to guide my child in

setting Goals that develop physical skills as
well as help my child to be a better person

through sport. I pray that I have a deep sense
of Justice in supporting the entire team that
they may be safe and successful in their play
while forming close Relationships with each

other. Help me to have the Prudence to
support my child as s/he has challenges and
failures, allowing my child the Ownership to

work through these circumstances
independently with my love and your

guidance Lord. Finally, help me to have
Temperance in keeping sports in the proper
perspective by honoring the game and my

child's play as praise for our Creator.
 Amen.

Volleyball
Congratualtions to our VB

team on a great season!

Cross Country
Good luck at the county 

race on Monday at Twin Oaks
Park!

Girls 10:00
Boys 10:30

Soccer and Basketball 
Practices will begin on or after

October 23rd.

http://www.saintmaryschool.net/


PTO CORNER



Oct 2nd-16th Baby Bottle Drive for 
Ft. Walton Beach Center for Women 

Bring in coins, cash or checks to fill your homerooms Jumbo Baby
Bottle! 100% goes to the Women's Center to help women and their

babies. Our Church is currently raising funds also!

Oct 17th-31st Box of Joy

We will continue with the tradition! Each class will
collect and fill 2 boxes together as a class.

 Teachers will send more info home. 

Parents, do you have group
pictures from school activities or
SMCS sporting events that you

would like to share with others in
our yearbook?

 Please send them to 
yearbook@saintmaryschool.net 

Thank you!



September 10th
October 8th
November     12th 

FALL 2023

December     10th 

Family Adventures begin after the
10am Mass in the PLC until 12:30pm.
Only one parent needs to be present,

but whole family is invited!

Register at
www.saintmary.life/explorers




