Pastor:

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah
Office: 895-6246

Email: DBQ137@dbgarch.org

Mass Schedule

Saturday: 6 pm @ St. Isidore

Sunday: 8:30 am @ St. John

Weekday Mass Schedule

As stated in the weekly bulletin

Confessions Sunday: 8 am or by appointment

Main Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:
8am- 5pm

Friday:

7am - 3:30 pm

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Loraine Kula

Parish Office: 895-6246
E-mail: |.kula@dbqarch.org
FAX# 319-895-0973

Web: http://lwww.stjohnmv.org

Director of Faith Formation
Linda Hansmeier: 895-6758
E-mail: |.hansmeier@dbqarch.org

Youth Minister
Charlene Vig: 895-6758
E-mail: c.vig@dbgarch.org

Coordinator of Music
Theresa Sundstrom: 563-451-2054
E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbgarch.org

Prayer Chain Contacts:

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@gq.com

Loraine Kula: (w)895-6246 or (c)319-350-8874
l.kula@dbqarch.org or ljkula55@gmail.com

Catholic Charities: 1-800-772-2758
Birthright: 319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900
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Dear parish family,
& Blessings of peace and joy to you.

Welcome to the second week of advent. A man ap-
peared before a judge for failing to keep the child support
responsibility for his two-year-old boy. And when the
judge asked him why he had failed to support the child, he answered,
“The boy doesn't look like me.” Then the judge responded, “If so, take
care of him till he looks like you.”

e The message of Jon the Baptist for the weekend can be likened to
the one above. When he started his ministry, John was heard in
the desert shouting, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths.” The central idea underlying John’s preaching is repent-
ance and conversion. John calls people to make changes in their
lives in anticipation of the advent of the Messiah. Like the judge in
the story above, John is asking us to do what makes us look like
God.

e During this advent, John’s voice comes to us again to challenge us
to be and look like God. Here are some simple actionable activities
we can engage to mirror our Father in heaven:

e Pray more. Try to remind yourself to make brief prayers a few
times over the course of the day. We are all busy, especially if we
are not retired; and that is alright! With the busy schedule, we
mostly don’t get the time and the place to kneel and pray. So, it
may help a great deal to remind yourself to say brief prayers fre-
quently during the day when driving, sitting in the office, waiting to
pick your child from school, picking stuff at the store, etc. If our
students can remember to do the same when in the car to and
from school, during sports and other activities. If we remind our-
selves to pray and do so frequently, we keep our image of God
with us.

e Find a favorite short prayer that you can repeat several times dur-
ing the day. Any simple prayer like one of these: “ God is good all
the time” “Jesus | trust in You", “My Lord and my God”, “Lord help
me’, “ Lord come to my assistance’, “Lord make haste to help ”,
“My soul glorifies the Lord”, “Blessed be the Lord”, can constitute a
remarkable prayer, if we consciously repeat them often.

e Show favor to others. The people, we must love, appreciate, and
care about, present us with the opportunity for our generosity. So,
let's put others before ourselves. People reflect what we are or can
be. Love others, appreciate and care for them, and behold, you're
loving, appreciating, and caring about yourself. But, if we dislike
and condemn them, make no mistake, we dislike and condemn
ourselves.

e  Look for the opportunity to confess your sins. Confession results in
reconciliation with God, with others, and with ourselves. A good
confession cleanses the tainted heart and soul to become godly. If
we don't look like God now, then let's follow these simple steps
and we will soon look like our father in heaven.

Happy advent!

Fr. Andrew
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December 11th @ 8:30 am - Jim Schemmel
December 13th @ 8:30 am - Irvin & Louise Clark
December 15th @ 8:30 am - Jerry & Agnes Litz

-YTD collections received ........cccouvveveennn....

: YTD over/short ......ccccocvvveeiiivieciiiiiinnenn.

$109,831.46
$ 14,974.54

L
| Weekly contributions needed ............ $5,673.08 —:
| i
| November 24th i
I Budget, Adults..........ccccccevviiiiine, $2,718.00 i
I Loose Coin/Curtency.........ccccoveeveenennennne. § 23575 i
I Facility Up-Keep ....cooevvrvevreireieieieienen $§ 20.00 i
I Thanksgiving Donations.............ccccevuenee. § 245.00 |
 Total Collected ..o $3.21875 |
i .
1 YTD collection needed............coovevnrunnnnns $119.133.00 :
i YTD collections received .............ccoeeee. $106,291.87 |
1 YTD over/Short........cccccoveveecinniccinnnaes $ 12,841.13
A |
:Weekly contributions needed ............ $5,673.08 |
: |
I .
i December 1st !
i Budget, Adults ..........ccooeveveveriiiccie, $3,237.00 !
i Loose Coin/Currency ..........ccccveeveeeerveneennnn. $ 19259 !
1Our Call to Share .......ooeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen. $ 80.00 !
| Thanksgiving Donations .............cccceouvuee $ 400.00 :
: Total Collected.......cccvveveeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeen, $3.909.59 |
: |
'YTD collection needed............cccccooomrrrrr. $124,806.00 |

|

i

i

Christmas Mass Schedule:
December 24th @ St. John the Baptist - 4 pm

December 24 (@) St. Isidore the Farmer - 6 pm
December 25th @ St. John the Baptist - 9 am

Holy Day Mass:
December 31st (@ St. Isidore the Farmer - 5 pm Vigil
January 1st (@ St. John the Baptist - 9 am

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST = 212 7TH ST SE MOUNT VERNON



The Social Justice Commission would once again like to
thank everyone who donated to the Backpack Program
Drive that was held earlier this year in late Spring/early
Summer. As we give thanks this holiday season we want
to take a minute to give you an update of what your gener-
osity is doing for our community. The Mount Vernon and
Lisbon Schools have over 60 children participating in their
backpack and snack pack programs. The Social Justice
Commission is buying fresh fruit each week with your
generous monetary donations and sending those children
home with fresh fruit. The feedback from the elementary
school nurses is ""The kids LOVE, LOVE, LOVE the
fruit!"

Thank you, for you are what makes that gift possible each
week. God Bless!

News from High School Faith Formation

Before Thanksgiving, 11 teens from St. John’s went to
NCYC. They were: Rachel Axtell, Paige Beck, Shannon
Beck, Aubrey Frey, Mark Liberko, Molly Louwagie, Syd-
ney Parks, Sara Rhomberg, Lauren Ryan, Issaac Steven-
son, and Adam Vig. They had an amazing experience,
which I am sure they will share. Please ask them about the
trip. You might ask what their favorite prayer experience
was, what song has stuck with them, or how many bishops
they met; you should definitely ask them what hat they
brought home! Our hope in traveling with teens to NCYC
is that they return to our parish more eager or more curious
to engage in our community and in their faith. We hope
their excitement is catching! We hope that these 11 will
ignite the faith of the other fifty-plus high school students
who participate in high school faith formation. You can
view images and links from the conference at the High
School Ministry Page of our website. Please pray that the
NCYC spirit infects our parish as we celebrate the season
of Advent.

Faith Formation

“...and that from infancy you have known [the] sacred
scriptures, which are capable of giving you wisdom for
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.” 2 Timothy 3.:15

December 11 and December 15, middle school students
will be putting together 145 pies for delivery to Southeast
Linn for area Christmas Meals.

St. Anne’s will be baking Christmas Cookies on December
18 to take to Hallmark and Cherry Ridge.

The Archdiocese believes that grandparents have an essen-
tial role in evangelizing their own grandchildren through
word, actions and witness of faith. Grandparenting Minis-
try helps grandparents share their love of Jesus through
their grandchildren through resources, parish offerings and
gathered events. More to come about Grandparenting
Ministry for St. John’s.

Liturgical Ministers for December 15th

8:30 am: Sacristan: Brett Kimm

EM: Cindy Kendall Diane Kimm

Dave Klostermann Pam Kraus
Mark Kraus Joe Lynott
Merri Lueth Shawn Lueth
Lisa Thuerauf Alex Lueth
Lectors: Irene Leonard Craig Lynner

Servers: Lauren Stolte
Collin Swantz

Michael Covington
Claire Gaffney

Greeters: Randy & Sandy Jaeger

Patty Lynch
Dave & Lesley Panos family

Sunday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19 [cf. 7]/Rom
15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12
Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6,
11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt

18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/
Lk 1:5-25

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt
17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday:

Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 [Is 35:4]/Jas
5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11

This Week

Tuesday, December 10th
6:30 pm - Social Justice Mtg.

Wednesday, December 11th
9:00 am - St. Anne’s Circle
6:00 pm - FF grades 4th - 8th
7:00 pm - FF grades 9th - 12th
8 - 10 pm - Adoration

Thursday, December 12th
6:30 pm - RCIA Session

Saturday, December 14th
10:30 am - Communal Penance @ All Saints, CR

Sunday, December 15th
Preschool FF

9:30 am - FF grades K - 3rd

After Mass - Confirmation Session
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Vernon Bank
& Trust Company
895-8835 ¢ Member FDIC

www.mountvernonbank.com

Garys

Our famiy serving
your family since 1971

Open Daily 6 AM to 10 PM
Phone: 895-8616
Deli/Bakery: 895-8955
www.garys-foods.com
facebook.com/garysfoods

At the corner of Highways 1 & 30, Mount Vernon

Email: ronchapman@gq.com

Ron Chapman

Owner
106 So. Jackson St.
Lisbon, IA 52253

Work: 319-455-2725
Cell: 319-929-0018
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Dennis J. Ludwig, CPA, MBA, CLTC

AT

Fi ar
775 W. Mt. Vernon Rd. « Mt. Vernon, TA 52314
Tel: 319.895.6791 « Cell: 319.360.0240
dennisl@efsadvisors.com * www.efsadvisors.com

Pam Kraus - Parishioner
319-465-4350
monticellomonument @ gmail.com

Monticello Monument

Serving Eastern Iowa for Over 100 Years!

Mount Vernon
Self Storage
319.895.0104

10x10 10x20 10 x24
10 x30 and 11’ x30° w/12' tall doors

q—)_AI’IAR.\()\‘ & ASSOCIATES, PC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Tracy Pearson & Renee Virlee

319-895-6224
WWW.pearsoncpas.com
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410 Hwy 30 West
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Ph: (319) 895-8500
Fax: (319) 895-8100

www.lynchfordchevy.com
1 ETTLY
CITNS TR T TON

General Contracting *'Roofing Solutions
Pre-Engineered Buildings « Commercial’-'Residential

319-363-0110

www.robison-construction.com
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395-7061

and Trust Company

HiflsBank.com

848-4838

Chuck & Marylynn Murray

Grass Carpet

Lawn Service

Mt. Vernon
Eve Clinic
Richard J. Skotowski, O.D.
Steve Sindt, O.D.
Eve. Appointments Available
Family Eye Care

202 Glenn Street ® Tel: 895-8888

Supporting and Serving the
Catholic Community for 90 Years

(22

CEDAR MEMORIAL
CedarMemorial.com « 393-8000
Cremation « Funeral « Cemetery

Tork Aato

All Makes - All Models - All Problems Fixed
21 1. Hwy 30 SW - Mt. Vernon, IA

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

witha Fuma securly sstan monitn e by a0 zifeesinna s
M hmsadsy, ¥ dwmawask S anacder haredis, etallinn a3 ee
seatan may qually o frea Homeserars Insuranee disoon-:

CALL NOW! 1-8B88-891-6806
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HOUSE OF CARPETS

CSHEILITY FLEONIES CUMTIN

House of Carpets
2712 First Ave NE Cedar Rapids, LA 52402
319-363-1734

Don'? forget fouss Sorpd

IOWA VALLEY
MONUMENT

Mark and Jeannie Haight
Pra g
A
2604 Williams Blvd., Cedar Rapids © 362-9911
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PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM &!-#
95/MO

BILLED QUARTERLY

CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772 « WWW.24-TMEDAL ARM.COM

M&K

DUST CONTROL, INC.
Black Dirt e Driveway Rock
Dust Control ¢ Snow Removal

Mt Vernon 319-895-8209

“From Basic Foundation To Decorative Concrete”
Residential | Commercial
www.kellyconcrete.net

Call: 319-373-9500 ¢ 1-800-633-9500

MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
Toll Free 1-866-519-8726

Mention ad to receive 20% discount

810 Highway 30 W
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

(319) 8958678

www.ilynchcollisioncenter.com

SPREAD THE WORD

A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

\WW- ARS8 ADVERTISE YOUR

AVAIL
SrEALS BUSINESS HERE

Contact Terri Roe ¢ troe@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x5897

G

SUNDSTOP
Convenience Store

WE’'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

+ Full Time Position with Benefits
e " Sales Experience Preferred
* Paid Training
* Owvernight Travel Reguired
* Expense Reimbursement
CONTALT US AT
careers@dLPi.com
v, dLPLeom/careers

NMount Vernon
Development, LLC
Custom Building
Quality Craftsmanship
Unique Desic?ns
Lot’s & Condo’s
360-6634  360-1424

(563) 886-6184 @

Making Customers for life.
101 Alexander Dr. Tipton, |A 52772

catholicmaich’
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KOPPENHAVER & ASSOCIATES, PC

Certified Public Accountants

Ann Koppenhaver, CPA
(319) B35-6001

“ “ vooé:
EMPLOYEE OWNED

4035 MT Vernon Rd SE
319-365-4623

CatholicMatch.com/lA

@

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

801 Hwy. 30 West
Mt. Vernon
| 319-895-8322
A DEIT AL

New Patients Welcome

Dawn M. Gaffney, D.D.S.
www.downtowndentalinc.com
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203 Country Club Dr. e Mt. Vernon, I1A 52314

St. John, Mt. Vernon, IA

A 4C 02-0375



