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L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Web-site:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 8 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 5 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  5 pm 
Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874   

l.kula@dbqarch.org  

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

mailto:Web:%20%20%20http://www.stjohnmv.org


St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
Preparing the Manger 
 

Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” 
debate do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate 
them? There’s no theological problem with Christmas 
songs in November outside of worship, even if it’s not eve-
ryone’s cup of tea. But there is a problem with getting so 
caught up in the baggage of the season the trimmings, the 
gifts, the celebrations, all of which are marvelous in their 
own way   that you forget to prepare the manger. 
 

Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential sea-
son. It’s hard to miss that point  Lent doesn’t even have any 
fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We are pretty 
good at recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves. 
To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. And most of all, 
Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the 
return of our master. 
 

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent 
is just as much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, 
and reconciliation to God  and just as much reason, too. 
The very name of the season  “advent”  encourages us to 
focus on what is coming, not what is already here. Be on 
guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts are 
not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch 
you unexpectedly, like a trap.” 
 

So let us not forget  our master’s advent is upon us. And let 
us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the manger? 
 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi 
 

 

Meetings/Activities of the Week 

Wednesday, December 1st 

9:00 am - St. Ann’s 
6:00 pm - Faith Formation grades 4th - 8th  
7:00 pm - Faith Formation grades 9 - 12 
7:00 - 9:00 - Adoration  
 
 

Thursday, December 2nd 
6:30 pm - Liturgy Committee Mtg. 
 
 

Saturday, December 4th 
6:30 - 8 am - Men’s Group all are welcome 
8:30 - 10:30 - Sister of Faith 
 
 

Sunday, December 5th 
8:30 am - Preschool FF 
9:30 am - Faith Formation grades K - 3rd 
9:30 am - NCYC mtg.  
 

Catholic Liturgical Living 
By: Theresa Sundstrom 

 

 The 1st Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a 
new Liturgical Year in the Church. (Unlike the sea-
sonal New Year that starts on January 1st) Brand new 
Breaking Bread Hymnals is always an exciting time 
for musicians. New songs and a fresh start to renew 
our prayer lives!  

 

Liturgical Living is a term that simply means fol-
lowing the Church calendar to weave our Catholic 
faith into all aspects of our lives. I happened upon 
Catholic author Kendra Tierney’s book, “The Catholic 
All Year Compendium” a few years ago that is full of 
Catholic celebrations for families. Here’s one from 
her book that I hope to incorporate into our family this 
year. Let me know if you try it too!  

 

“As a family activity for the beginning of Advent, we 
like to choose patron saints for the year. Each mem-
ber of the family chooses one saint he already knows, 
usually his name saint, and one saint at random to get 
to know during the year. The next step is to write 
down the name of the saint, and his feast day, so it’s 
not forgotten three minutes later.” 
 
Have fun picking saints and don’t forget to celebrate 

their Feast Days with lot of food and fun throughout 
the year! 
 

 
Faith Formation Information by Linda Hansmeier 

Preschool through high school has been honoring the 
“Year of St. Joseph” with a food drive for Southeast 
Linn to honor our commitment to God in the same 
way that Joseph did for the Holy Family.  

On December 8, at the 6:30 p.m. Mass for the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception the food will 
be blessed and then delivered to the center.  Through 
the “Year of St. Joseph” we have learned that Joseph 
was not only a special father, but a caring, affectionate 
father that has helped us understand the importance of 
our own frailties and how justice, obedience, perse-
verance, and humility are not unattainable traits in our 
care for each other.     
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Weekly contributions needed ............  $5,423.08 
 

Contributions Received 

November 14,  2021 

Budget, Adult ....................................................  $ 3,080.00 
Loose Coin/Currency ........................................  $    331.26 
Snow Removal ..................................................  $      85.00 
Up-Keep of Faculty  .........................................  $      95.00 
Thanksgiving ....................................................  $    195.00 
 

TOTAL:  ......................................................  $ 3,692.21 
 

YTD collection needed .....................................  $ 113,883.00 
YTD collections received .................................  $ 109,209.36 
YTD  .................................................................  $     4,673.64 
 
 

New feature from e-Catholic 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Take a picture of the QR Code, download it and it 
will instantly bring you to online giving and then save 

on your phone. Try it! It’s quick and easy. 
 
 
Annual Retired Religious 

Elderly religious need our help. Thousands of senior sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests served for years in Catholic 

schools, hospitals, and parishes, often for little to no pay. Now, 

many religious communities do not have enough retirement sav-

ings and struggle to provide for aging members. Your gift to this 

year’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection helps provide 

medications, nursing care, and more.  

Give in gratitude. A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious 

writes, “I still remember the lessons the sisters gave us and how 

they instilled in us the love of our faith.” Show your thanks for 

the prayerful service of elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and 

religious order priests.  You will find envelop for this collection 

in your bi-monthly mailings.  Please be generous.  

You may also give my going to www.stjohnmv.org  and to to 

On-line giving - or try out the new QR Code reader! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 
 
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 
  14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29- 
  37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 
  7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is  
  30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: 
  Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8- 
  11/Lk 3:1-6 

 
 

  
 

Wednesday,  December 1st 
8:30 am  - Kenny Klostermann 
 
Friday, December 5th 
8:30 am - Mary Ann Hotka 
 
Sunday, December 5th 
8:30 am - Jim Schemmel 

 
 

Liturgical Ministers December 5,  2021 
 
Sacristan: Brett Kimm 
 
EM: Ann Thuerauf  Lisa Thuerauf 
 Charlene Vig  De Wagner 
 
Lectors: Stephen Poduska Gwen Schimek-Tischler
       
   

Servers:  Natalie Clark Jenna Woodward  
 
Hospitality:   Mike & Ruth Clark 
  Dave & Lesley Panos family 
  Troy & Tracey Louwagie family       

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


