
 

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 8 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 5 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  5 pm 
Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874   

l.kula@dbqarch.org  

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

February 13, 2022 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

To Our Parishioners & Friends 
 
 

 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time– The Beatitudes 
 

The gospel story this weekend is about the Be-
atitudes. In a recent sharing on this gospel reading, a 
parishioner expressed her delight about how Jesus 
came down from the mountain to the people before 
speaking to them; she was right!   

 

When we cross reference Matthew’s version, 
we see the exact opposite: “When Jesus saw the 
crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to 
speak and taught them,” (Matthew 5:1-2).  

 

Be attentive not to assume biblical errancy in 
these different accounts of the same story. Matthew’s 
narrative cast light on Jesus as both God and Rabbi. 
Being true to his Jewish tradition, Matthew’s intent 
was to portray Jesus as the Messiah, the presence of 
God in their midst. He also wished to emphasize that 
Jesus was an authentic teacher of the divine truth giv-
en to Moses on Mount Zion and handed down to 
God’s people. Matthew’s point is simple, “Listen to, 
and accept God’s truth!” 

 

This Sunday our attention is on Luke’s version 
of the same event. Luke’s Gentile background in-
formed both his understanding and his writings. He 
presents Jesus as God coming down from heaven to 
meet us where we are.  

 

Luke, a travel companion and secretary to 
Paul, extends Pauline theology of the incarnation, 
which heavily emphasizes the humility of Jesus  as in 
the following passage: “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus: Who, existing in the form of 
God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being made in human likeness,” (Philippians 
2:5-7).  

 

The Beatitudes as a series of blessings prom-
ised by Jesus to us. They are promises of real happi-
ness that follow the observance of the acts that pre-
cede them. And because Jesus came down from Heav-
en to make these unambiguous promises to us, we are 
called to be open to them.  

 

As St. Augustine said in the Confessions, 
“Seek what you are seeking, but it is not to be found 
where you are seeking it. You seek for a happy life in 
the land of death, but it is not there. For, how can 
there be a happy life where there is no life?” Au-
gustine's point is that true happiness is found only in 
Jesus Christ.  

A Sacred Valentine 
Theresa Sundstrom Music Coordinator 

 

My thoughts have been drawn to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus recently. I awoke one morning thinking of Val-
entine's Day and God's merciful love for us. Father 
Wojtek in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, MD made 
the connection beautifully: “The heart is the center of 
love and the center of life. The Sacred Heart is a heart 
full of love for us, and that’s the attraction. It’s like a 
sacred Valentine.” 
 

The Catholic devotion to the Sacred Heart focuses on 
Christ’s physical heart as a symbol of His love for all 
humanity.  In the late 17th century, Christ revealed 
to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, that His human heart 
was to be the symbol of His divine-human love. As 
part of this devotion to the Sacred Heart, a Catholic 
tradition is to receive holy Communion on nine con-
secutive first Fridays of the month and say special 
prayers to consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart.   
 

“The Lord is always watching us with mercy. Let us 
be not afraid to approach him. He has a merciful 
heart. If we show our inner wounds, our sins, he al-
ways forgives us. He is pure mercy.” - Pope Francis 
 

Faith Formation by Linda Hansmeier 
 

Lent is only a few weeks away and as always it seems 
like it sneaks up on me even though it is now a topic 
of conversation at various times.   The Lenten season, 
with the practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, 
can be a beautiful time used to discern those things in 
our lives that distract and hold us back from God.  
And sometimes it can even seem like a bunch of 
checklists that we begrudgingly check off because we 
find ourselves “too busy.”   
 

This Lenten season, let us purposely invite Jesus into 
our Lenten commitments and our journey, road bumps 

and all, and see how He transforms those things from 
becoming things to do to ways to love.  This kind of 
preparation and dying to self makes the journey to 

Easter that much sweeter.  Even in our brokenness 
and lack of perfection, our desire to love creates more 
room to receive Love Himself and celebrate the victo-

ry of the Cross.   

New Altar Server Sign-up 
 

If you are interested in the ministry of altar server, 
contact the parish office or sign-up on Sunday after 

Mass in the gathering area. 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Weekly contributions needed ............  $5,423.08 
 

Contributions Received 

February  2nd & 6th 2022 

Budget, Adult ............................................................  $ 5,500.00 
Loose Coin/Currency ................................................  $    171.00    
Snow Removal ..........................................................  $      55.00   
Up-Keep of Faculty  ..................................................  $ 1,065.00 
Haiti Fund  ............................................................  $      20.00 
Fuel/Electricity ..........................................................  $      65.00 
ACH E-Catholic January 31 - Adult Budget .............  $ 6,265.00  
 

Total Collected  .........................................................  $13,141.00  
 

YTD collection needed .............................................  $ 173,538.56 
YTD collections received ..........................................  $ 195,308.68 
YTD   ............................................................  $   21,770.12     
 
 

Liturgical Ministers February 20, 2022 
 

Sacristan: Jim Kendall 
 
EM: Mark Kraus  Pam Kraus 
 Dave Klostermann Andy Moeller 
 

Lectors: Charlene Vig  Lisa Thuerauf  
     
Servers:  Landon Stolte  Sehah Loyd   
 

Hospitality:   Mike & Ruth Clark family 
  Dave & Lesley Panos family 
  Troy & Tracie Louwagie family        

 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 
Tuesday, February 15th 
6:30 pm - FF Committee Mtg. 
 

Wednesday, February 16th 
6:30 am - Finance Council Mtg. 
9:00 am - St. Anne’s 
6:00 pm - FF for grade 4th 8th 
7:00 pm - FF grades 9th - 12th  
 

Thursday, February 17th 
6:00 pm - RCIA Session 
 

Readings for the week of February 13, 2022 
 

Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 
  15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26  
Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 
   8:11-13  
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 
   8:14-21  
Wed:  Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mk 8:22-
  26 
Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 8:27-33  
Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 
  8:34 -9:1  
Saturday: Jas 3:1-10/Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/Mk 9:2-13  
Next Sunday: 
  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-
  4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-
  38  
  

  
Wednesday, February 16th 
8:30 am - Doris McElmeel 
 
Friday, February 18th 
8:30 am - Theresa Stewart 
 
Sunday, February 20th 
8:00 am - Wayne & Pat Tauke 

Priest visit to home bounds 

If  you are sick or homebound or know someone 
who is, and you would like Fr. Andrew to visit and 
pray, contact the main office or email Fr. Andrew. 

DBQ137@dbqarch.org 


