
 

 

 

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:15 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  5 pm 
Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874   

l.kula@dbqarch.org  

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

June 5, 2022 
Pentecost Sunday 
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St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

Pentecost Sunday ~ Come, Holy Spirit 
 

 Today’s Gospel acclamation puts in our minds 
and hearts, and on our lips the words of the ancient 
prayer to the Holy Spirit: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 
your love. 
 

 This prayer has inspired generations of Christians 
to enter into the heart of Pentecost, the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ promise before leaving His disciples. After He 
is gone, He sends the Spirit as a companion, to be with 
the disciples until the end of time. And as teacher, who 
will remind them of the His words and teachings. This 
was the occasion when the disciples were empowered 
to carry on His mission in history. 
 

 In the Gospel of John, Jesus bestowed His Spirit 
upon the community, and Pentecost happened on the 
day of the resurrection. As John depicts it, Jesus is 
present in the midst of the disciples and greeted them 
with Shalom–Peace. After exposing the scars of His 
wounded hands and side, he again said, “Shalom.” 
Then He said to them, "As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." And the Lord breathed on them, saying, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit." Once they received the 
Spirit, they had the qualities needed to carry on Jesus’ 
mission, to the ends of the earth.  
 

 The Pentecost story proclaims that the gifts of the 
Spirit empower us to do as Jesus has done, an affirma-
tion that every person has the potential to be a source 
of grace for, and to be graced by all others. Jesus com-
manded his disciples to forgive, intimating that for-
giveness is the central charism of those who would 
follow Him. 
 

 The feast of Pentecost challenges our hope and 
faith. Each week, we proclaim, "I believe in the Holy 
Spirit." Pentecost asks how deeply we mean that. Are 
we willing to let the Spirit of God impassion and em-
power us? Are we prepared to forgive? Are we open to 
become a source of grace and hope, of peace and love 
in our relationships? In the world?  
 

 Can we imagine how in living our faith, even 
amid fear and in times of doubt, through hardship or 
heartache, grace works within us as children of the 
living God. As in Hebrew Ruah, “Spirit” or “Breath,” 
the Holy Spirit is with us always, as near to us as our 
very own breath of life moving through us. 
 

 It is in the promise and manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit that the church experienced its beginnings. It is 
this Pentecostal revelation that still inspires and holds 
us together as a church, and as individual members of 
the Body of Christ to the end of time. 
  
  Happy Feast of Pentecost! 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
Famous Last Words  
 
A fun way to waste an hour or two on the internet is to 
Google “famous last words.” There are entire websites de-
voted to chronicling the last utterances of celebrities and his-
torical figures. I think the fascination with parting words 
stems from the drama of a person’s final moment on earth. 
We want to ascribe some kind of power and significance to 
the last words they say, especially if they are our loved ones, 
because it gives us something to carry with us in our grief. 
 
In Jesus’ case, every word he ever said had power and signif-
icance, but especially those he said before ascending into 
Heaven: “You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth.” 
 
And then he was gone. 
 
If I were one of the Apostles, I think a small anxiety attack 
would have commenced at that point. As much as they knew 
and believed that Christ was still with them, it must have felt 
awfully lonely standing there staring at an empty sky, with 
the mother of all homework assignments having just been 
handed down. 
 
Stewardship is intimidating by nature. The baptismal call is 
an honor and a gift. But it is also a little scary bearing wit-
ness to Christ. 
 
When we doubt ourselves, let’s return to Christ’s last words 
and cling to the faith he had in his Father’s love for us. He 
says not “you will be witnesses” but “you are witnesses.” We 

already have what we need. God is within us, and we take 
Him wherever we go. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 

Feel called to sing at Mass? 
 

• Our Adult Choirs include a Men’s Choir, Wom-
en’s Choir and Mixed Choir that each sing once 
a month 
 

• The last Sunday of every month is our Children’s 
Choir for any child in 3rd grade through High 
School 
 

• All Middle School and High School students are 
welcome to join any of our Adult Choirs every 
month 

 

Call or text Theresa Sundstrom (Music Coordinator) 
at 563-451-2054 or send an email to: 
dbq190s@dbqarch.org 
 
My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you 

I whom you have delivered - Psalm 71:23 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 

Due to the Holiday the June 5th bulletin had to be sent 
in early to be printed.  Contributions for May 29th 
will be in the June 12, 2022 bulletin. 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers, June 12,  2022 
 
Sacristan: Ellen Bentley 
 
EM: Mark Kraus Pam Kraus 
 Joe Lynott   Dave Klostermann 
    
Lectors: Ruth Horton Cindy Kendall 
      
Servers:  Luke Stephens Andrew Dix 
  Ryne Moeller  
  
Greeters:  Chuck & Marylynn Murray 
  Tim & Abby Keegan family 
  Nick & Allison Nissen family 

Readings for the week of June 5, 2022 
 

Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 
  37:1- 14 or Jl 3:1-5/ 
  Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30/Rom 8:22-27/
  Jn 7:37-39 
  Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/
  Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/  
  Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30/Rom 8:22-27/
  Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-
  30, 31, 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8- 
  17/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26  
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 
  6, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34  
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 5:13-16  
Wed.: 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, 11/
  Mt 5:17-19  
Thursday: 1 Kgs 18:41-46/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13/Mt 5:20- 
  26  
Friday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/
  Mt 5:27-32  
Saturday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 
  5-6/Mt 5:33-37  
Next Sunday:  
  Prv 8:22-31/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2a]/Rom 5:1-5/
  Jn 16:12-15 
 
 

Wednesday, June 8th 

8:30 am - Ann Hufford 
 

Friday, June 10th 

8:30 am - Darlene Allard 
 

Sunday, June 12th 

8:00 am - Stephanie Watson 

Go to our website stjohnmv.org  
to access FORMED! 

Check out our parish Website at 

stjohnmv.org 

 

The website is up-dated weekly.   

Weekly contributions or other  

donations listed can be made on  

Online Giving! 
 

You can also find us on Facebook. 

Try us out! 

Payments for Faith Formation, Sacraments, 
and Totus Tous: 
 
Starting July 1st  those who want to use online giving 
to make their payment for 2022 - 2023 Faith  
Formation, Sacraments and Totus Tous fees my do so. 
The new fiscal year starts on July 1st.  For those who 
have already paid with a check they will be held until 
July 1st.  Thank you! 
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