
 

 

 

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:15 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  4 pm 
Friday:   

7 am  - 2 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Trevor Gretten 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: DBQ137RE@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

Cade Naughton: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  
 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

July 3,  2022 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~  
Touched by God’s Grace 
 
As we enter into a review phase of the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque Synod Survey results, let us recall these closing 
words Paul offers in his letter to the Galatians in this 
week’s first reading: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit, brothers and sisters.”  
 
At our recent priest convocation when the results were re-
leased and discussed with the priests, the archbishop and 
his collaborators were deeply thankful for the encouraging 
participation by the various parishes.   
 
On the website, you can also find the actual Synod Report: 
https://dbqarch.org/synod-report.  However, following are 
six of the findings with respect to parish vitality; it’s for the 
sake of our very own parish viability.  
 
This is the original report; I am not making any additions or 
comments on them at this time. Such comments and discus-
sions, in the interest of our parish, will follow later. 
 

Significant Findings in No Particular Order 
 

1.Respondents from across all demographics stated the im-
portance of the parish providing a sense of belonging and 
being part of a community. 
 
2. Respondents from across all demographic groups of laity 
 and religious emphasized that increasing the role of the 
 laity in the secular administration of the parish would be 
 a way to reduce the load placed on pastors. Priests  
 emphasized the need to ensure that laity roles are  
 appropriate. 
 

3. In addition to increasing the role of laity, responses 
 among all demographics mentioned expanding/clarifying 
 the role of deacons, women religious and Parish Life  
 Coordinators (PLC). 
 

4. Respondents across all demographics emphasized the   
  influence priests have over the parish. The majority of 
  comments expressed gratitude and appreciation for their 
  pastor. There were pockets of issues of negativity,  
  primarily related to clericalism and personality conflicts. 
 
5. Significant numbers of laity across all demographics and 
 religious suggested an expanded role of women in the 
 Church, including ordination to the priesthood. 
 
6. International priests are seen positively by the  
 majority of laity whose parishes are served by those 
 priests. There was consistent mention of language 
 barriers hindering the worship experience at Mass. 
 There were also discussion of the need for more 
 orientation to and acceptance of American culture. 
 God’s love and blessings! 

                         Fr. Andrew 

Where did  34 1/2 years go?    
I loved my ministry here at St. John the Baptist, and I love all 
who have become family to me. This parish is my family. 
 

 I will miss Ann Thuerauf weekly visits picking up the dirty 
towels, servers robes or whatever needs laundered and 
ironed. Ann is the one who keeps things clean.  
 

 The ladies who come in and pray everyday for  Fr. Andrew 
“Seven Sisters” .  All the people who make deliveries to the 
parish,  the Terminix man who saves me from having mice 
and bugs in my office, the plumper Sam, Derik from Solon 
Heating and Air. I have met so many wonderful people who 
don’t even belong to St. John parish I will miss those people 
too. 
 

John and Thelma Rife, thanks for the times you have stopped 
in.  Your caring  is always appreciative. You both are people 
who care deeply.  John can always get me to laugh even on 
the tough days. Thelma keeps me on my toes which I am 
most grateful.   
 

I will miss seeing Linda Hansmeier every day she is a friend 
and confidant. 
 

I will also miss my boss and friend, Fr. Andrew. His smile, his 
patience and wisdom rank right up there. Fr. Andrew was 
born the year I graduated, he always smiles when I say that 
to him. 
 

So many people I cannot name you all but know in my heart I 
am most thankful for you for being a part of my life. 
 

When our family moved here in 1985 we were the younger 
generation and now we are the older generation. That’s the 
circle of life.  It is wonderful that we have so many young fam-
ilies in our parish. I will miss being the first to meet them by 
their registering in the parish.   
 

Every time I witness a child being baptized it makes me smile, 
every child that makes their 1st Communion brings me back 
to my own in October, 1963, every confirmation makes me 
think of my own in May, 1965 and every death especially the 
ones I knew makes me happy to have known them but sad 
that they are gone.   
 

In 34 1/2 years I have recorded the following in the record 
books.     Baptism 566; First Communions 832; Confirmations 
572; RCIA 79 and Deaths 255. 
 

Trevor Gretten will take completely over in August. He will do 
well in this ministry, please keep him in your prayers in the 
days and weeks ahead.   
 

I will walk out my  last day thanking God for putting me here 
at St. John the Baptist on January 8, 1988 and for you!  It’s 
been a good ride!  God bless!      
 

As Always,  Loraine Kula 

https://dbqarch.org/synod-report
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Weekly contributions needed ............  $5,423.08 
 

Contributions Received 

June 26, 2022 
 

Budget, Adult ....................................................  $ 1,623.00 
Loose Coin/Currency ........................................  $    199.00 
Backpack Program ............................................  $     100.00 
 
Total Collected .................................................  $ 1,929.00 
 

YTD collection needed .....................................  $ 282,000.16 
YTD collections received .................................  $ 297,204.99 
YTD   ......................................................  $   15,204.83 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers July 10, 2022 

 
Sacristan: Brett Kimm 
 
EM: Ann Thuerauf Lisa Thueruaf 
 Charlene Vig Ellen Bentley 
    
Lectors: Erin Moeller Stephen Poduska 
      
Servers:  Natalie Clark Noah Sporrer 
  Clara Vavicek 
 
Hospitality:  Larry & Judy Poduska 
    John & Amanda Rhomberg family 
    Tyler & Teresa Patterson family 

 
 

Thank you for the wonderful 
celebration last Sunday.  I have 
always been one who likes to 
work behind the scenes, but I 
am grateful. 

 
The food was wonderful and thanks to the women 
who put it all together.  
  
The Mass in honor of our patron Saint was beautiful.  
Thanks Theresa and John for putting that all together.  
Thanks also for all who set up and took down for the 
Mass and celebration. 
 
I also want to thank Jim Kendall for all his years of 
volunteering for so many things in this parish as he  
retires to let new people in to help.  Jim, know that 
your ministry did not go unnoticed especially by me. 

 

 

Readings for the week of July 3, 2022 
 
Sunday: Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/Gal  
  6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9  
Monday: Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
  Mt 9:18-26  
Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10//Mt 
  9:32-38  
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 10:1-7  
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16/Mt 10:7-
  15  
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17/Mt  
  10:16-23  
Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33  
 
Next Sunday:  
  Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or  
  Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9])/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, July 1st 

8:30 am - James Kottenstette 
 

Sunday, July 3rd 

8:00 am - Darlene Allard 

 

While Fr. Andrew is on vacation there will only be 

Friday Mass during the week and the first four Sun-

days of July with Fr. Denny Juhl with the exception 

of July 29th as he cannot be here. 

 

Fr. Robert Karn’s will be the presider on Sunday,  

July 31st as  he speaks on “Food for the Poor”.  

Please note NO CONTRIUTION is written out to 

our parish St. John’s, use the envelopes that Fr. 

Karl  provides which is sent directly to the business 

office for “Food for the Poor”. 

 

   

Go to our website stjohnmv.org  
to access FORMED! 
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