Working Together To

Build the Kingdom of God

Mass Schedule:
St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon

Sunday - 8:00 am

Wednesday's and Friday’s - 8:30 am ﬂl @ 7 0) 2022

Parish Confession: Fifteentt Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday at 7:15 am or by appointment

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville:
Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am

St. John Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:
8am- 4 pm

Friday:

8am -2pm

Pastor:

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah
Office: 895-6246

Email: DBQ137@dbgarch.org

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper
Trevor Gretten

Parish Office: 895-6246
E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org
FAX# 319-895-0973

Director of Faith Formation
Linda Hansmeier: 895-6758

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbgarch.org fé 6 B A P T I ST
Coninto o o uta Al it CATHOLIC CHURCH

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbgqarch.org

Coordinator of Music
Theresa Sundstrom: 563-451-2054
E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbgarch.org

Prayer Chain Contacts:
Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com

Trevor Gretten: DBQ!137SEC@dbgarch.org

Catholic Charities: 1-800-772-2758

Birthright: 319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 LISBON - MOUNT VERNON, /4

AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES
Website: http://lwww.stjohnmv.org

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT
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GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

15™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

We can learn a great deal from Mister Rogers. Re-
member him? He was the gentle soul who found his
way into living rooms worldwide starting as far back
as 1968. Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood was a be-
loved program that celebrated and exalted people,
especially children. He taught us that we are neigh-
bors and that everyone has a place. Everyone mat-
ters. He had a vision, born of his relationship with
God that highlighted every human life’s innocence,
beauty, and uniqueness. To that end, he called us to
be responsible for each other, saying nothing differ-
ent than what Jesus said. Viewers quickly learned
that life is not just about me.

“We live in a world in which we need to share re-
sponsibility. It’s easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not
my community, not my world, not my problem.’
Then there are those who see the need and respond. I
consider those people my heroes (Fred Rogers).” It
is so easy to look the other way. After all, I'm not
the one who needs to leave home out of fear and try
to find somewhere safe. I am not the one who is hun-
gry and without shelter or food. I am not the one
who has a child being bullied or ridiculed because of
the way they dress or act. I am not the one being
threatened with violence or unable to find meaning-
ful work. The distress and agony of our neighbors
are our distress and agony. We cannot walk by it
with an attitude of indifference, especially if we call
ourselves believers. When we no longer care, we
have suffocated our souls. This is a great sin.

God’s law “is something very near to you, already in
your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to
carry it out.” We all have a need for love and ac-
ceptance. That’s why Mister Rogers’ television show
was so popular. It spoke to something deeper, some-
thing sacred about humanity. God didn’t give us his
law in a book. He wrote it on our hearts. We know
what we need to do. It’s a matter of choice. Love is
sacred. When we love another human being, espe-
cially without regard for ourselves, it is a holy mo-
ment. These moments are often missed due to our
self-serving agendas and rules.
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Summer Choir Camp
By: Theresa Sundstrom

Thank you to all the students who were able to make
our first Choir Camp last month such a success!
Hosted by St Johns, two evenings were filled with
learning about Saints who sang or played instru-
ments, new songs to sing in Children’s Choir, and
learning to play the tambourine and chimes! Guest
speaker, Cindy Kendall, shared a reflection on Saint
Miriam and taught them new rhythms on the tambo.
They all left camp full of energy and excited to be a
part of Children’s Choir, sharing their time and tal-
ents!

“Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a
tambourine in her hand, while all the women went
out after her with tambourines, dancing; and she re-
sponded to them, Sing to the Lord, for he is glorious-
ly triumphant; horse and chariot he has
cast into the sea.” — Exodus 15:20-21

Wednesday July 13th: NO MASS SCHEDULED

Friday, July 15th
8:30 am - James Lynch

Sunday, July 17th
8:00 am - Doris McElmeel

We welcome Fr. Dennis Juhl to our parish as our
Presider this month of July.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST = 212 7TH ST SE MOUNT VERNON



Readings for the week of July 10, 2022

Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or
Ps 19:8,9, 10, 11 [9])/
Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37

Monday:  Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt
10:34—11:1

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday:Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt
11:25-27

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18,
19-21/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16/Mt
12:1-8

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21

Next Sunday:
Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/Col 1:24-28/Lk
10:38-42

St. Henry | July 13

Saint Henry was born in 972 to
Henry, Duke of Bavaria, Germany,
and his wife Gisela of Burgundy.
Saint Henry’s early life was
permeated with Christianity, among
those who gulded his education was Bishop Wolfgang of
Ratisbon, who became a saint himself. In 995, Saint Henry
succeeded his father as Duke of Bavaria, and in 1002, upon
the death of his cousin, Otho III, he was elected emperor.
In 1014, Saint Henry undertook the long journey from Ger-
many to Rome to be crowned Holy Roman Emperor by
Pope Benedict XIII.

In 1022 Saint Henry assisted Pope Benedict VIII in holding
the Council of Pavia, which promoted clerical celibacy and
sought to end simony (the buying and selling of ecclesiasti-
cal goods and offices). During his reign, Saint Henry used
his wealth and position for the Church. He confirmed Ben-
edict’s authority over Rome, was a patron of churches and
monasteries, supported the Cluniac Reforms, restored epis-
copal sees, and founded the Diocese of Bamburg where he
built a cathedral.

Saint Henry was married to Cunigunde of Luxembourg, to
whom he was incredibly devoted. Although disputed by
some historians, some stories of the couple’s marriage re-
port they took vows of chastity because their union was
childless.

Saint Henry died in July of 1024 and was canonized in
1146 by Pope Eugene I11.

Liturgical Ministers July 17, 2022

Sacristan: Ellen Bentley

EM: Tom Wieseler Carol Woods Boren
Pete Bahl De Wagner

Lectors:  Stephanie Brehm Lisa Thuerauf

Servers:  Lauren Stolte Alaina Sellner

Betsy Louwagie

Hospitality: Jamie & Annalyn Elloren family
David & Natalie Klostermann
Darin & Charlene Vig family

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

What Jesus Doesn’t Say
“If Jesus wanted us to (fill in the blank), he would have said so.”

We hear this argument applied to every controversial topic under
the sun — and even some not-so-controversial topics, too.
Whenever someone is trying to make a case for a decision they
have already made, they call in Jesus’ scriptural silence on the
matter as their expert, unimpeachable witness.

And sure, there’s much Jesus doesn’t talk about in the Gospels.
But by this logic, we would have to assume that Jesus doesn’t
care, for instance, if we drive well over the speed limit (he
doesn’t discuss cars and highways in the Bible) or what we do
online (he never mentions the Internet or websites at all!), when
we know that certainly is just not the case.

Like the scholar of the Jewish law who challenges Jesus to de-
fine who exactly his “neighbor” is, we can argue semantics all
we want. But if we rest in prayer and look deep into our hearts,
we know what path we need to take, and it’s usually not the easy
one.

I find that I do this plenty in ways that are far more subtle. I la-
ment that the situation facing me is not sufficiently “black and
white.” I become frustrated by the shades of moral grey and toss
up my hands, claiming I don’t know what the right answer is,
insisting that I can’t be blamed for the ramifications of whatever
decision I make.

What I need to be doing in these situations is asking God for His
guidance, even if it makes me nervous. I need to be like the
scholar. He was brave enough to ask, even though I think he
knew he wouldn’t particularly like the answer. Let’s strive for
that same courage.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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