
 

 

 

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:15 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  4 pm 
Friday:   

7 am  - 2 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Trevor Gretten 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: DBQ137RE@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

Cade Naughton: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Trevor Gretten: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 
 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

July 17, 2022 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 
SCRIPTURE 
 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
“Our families need to ask for the gift of the Spirit! 
Through prayer, even in the busiest times, we give 
time back to God, we find the peace that comes from 
appreciating the important things, and we encounter 
the joy of God’s unexpected gifts. Through daily pray-
er may our homes become, like the house of Martha 
and Mary, places where Jesus always finds a warm 
welcome (Pope Francis).” While it is necessary to at-
tend to the details of hospitality, learning how to be 
present to people, experiences, and God is sometimes 
more important. Creating homes that are welcoming 
environments requires not only organization and struc-
ture but members who truly enjoy being there and cel-
ebrating life with one another. 
 
Details can often get the best of us. While attending to 
details is important to success, our obsession with 
them can be problematic. Whether wanting to make a 
good impression, fear of failure, insecurity, or emo-
tional immaturity, throwing ourselves into the 
“details” of hospitality can distract us from being pre-
sent to those we want to serve. Conversely, focusing 
exclusively on being present without any attention to 
detail also sets our attempts at hospitality up for disas-
ter! We need a balance of both. But creating a truly 
welcoming space in our homes and within ourselves 
requires still more. 
 
We have to be empty of ourselves. Becoming a wel-
coming, hospitable person is not possible in someone 
focused on their own needs and desires. If the one we 
serve is the one who looks back at us in the mirror, 
then there is no space for anyone else. While Martha 
and Mary had different ideas of what it means to 
serve, they both had the inner space and freedom to do 
so. They were detached from themselves. Detachment 
becomes the challenge to hospitality and creating a 
God-centered, open-hearted space in our lives. When 
we impulsively act out of our personal agendas, vio-
lence, abuse, pride, greed, lust, power, control, pas-
sion, and self-aggrandizement encroach upon the 
space needed to be present to another human being. 
Not only can others not find a home in us, but even 
God cannot find a home in us! 
 
©LPi 
 

 
 
 
 
The Social Justice Committee is raising mon-
ey for school supplies to serve students in 
the local area and the students of Notre 
Dame de Lourdes Parish in Haiti. Collection 
will go until July 24th.   
 
It’s simple to help out—we are asking for 
CASH donations.   

 Please use the St. John online giving site or 
write  a check and in the memo put  “School 
Supplies.” Thank you for your generous sup-
port!  

It makes such a difference in our community! 

 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN 
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Be Ready for God to “Stop By” 
 

In my experience, most people can be divided into two 
groups: those who are old enough to remember when you 
kept food on hand for company, and those who aren’t. 
 

For those of you in the latter group, let me explain. Before 
text messaging and social media made us all unconditionally, 
mercilessly reachable, people would do this thing called 
“stopping by.” They would be passing by a friend’s house, 
maybe on the way home from work or shopping, and they 
would just … stop. With no warning. No notice whatsoever. 
“I was just in the neighborhood,” they would say. I remem-
ber my mother and I would do this on many a Saturday. It 
wasn’t an everyday occurrence, but it was common enough 
that you had to be ready.  
 

“Crazy,” you might exclaim. “People just appeared on your 
doorstep? How did you cope with the uncertainty?” Well, 
most of us had moms who kept a little something on hand to 
eat or drink that was extra nice, just in case anyone stopped 
by. That way, we were always ready. 
 

Today’s readings are about a lot of things: prayer, hope, re-
demptive suffering. They’re about what it means to be a 
Christian, and not just what it means to do Christian things. 
 

Most of all, though, they’re about readiness. If God showed 
up at your door, would you be ready for Him? Would you be 
ready for what He gives you, or what He takes away? Would 
you be ready for Him to interrupt the plans you have for 
yourself? To disrupt the idea you carry in your mind of what 
a servant or a steward is supposed to be? 
 

Read your Bible. Say your rosary. Go to Mass. Get to Con-
fession. Talk to God — every day, not just when you think 
you need Him. That way, you are always ready. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS - ©LPi 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Weekly contributions needed ............  $5,817.30 
 

Contributions Received 

July 8 & 10, 2022 
 

Budget, Adult ....................................................  $ 2,268.00 
Loose Coin/Currency ........................................  $    193.00 
Electricity/Fuel .................................................  $      90.00 
Totus Tuus  .......................................................  $      30.00 
Monthly ACH - Adult Budget ..........................  $ 4,900.00 
 

Total Collected .................................................  $  7,481.00 

 
YTD collection needed .....................................  $ 11,634.60 
YTD collections received .................................  $ 10,798.00 
YTD   ......................................................  $     (836.60) 
 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers July 24, 2022 

 
Sacristan:   Brett Kimm   
 
EM:            Marty Fall    - Kathy Dix    
                   Ruth Horton - Diane Kimm    
    
Lectors:      Tom Wieseler - Charlene Vig 
      
Servers:    Kiersten Swart - Rylan Sporrer 
                    Libby Dix 
  
Hospitality: Brett & Diane Kimm 
                    Nick & Allison Nissen Family 
                    Jeremy & Abbie Stolte Family 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday July 20th - NO MASS 

Friday July 22nd 8:30 A.M.  - Jim Schemmel  

Sunday July 24 8:00 A.M. - Wayne Tauke 

 

Pray for the  safety of  Fr. Andrew and all who are on 

the tour of the Holy Land  and other cities they are 

visiting.   

Readings for the week of May 22, 2022 
 

Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/ Col:24-         
         28/ Lk 10:38-42  
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21         
         and 23/Mt 12:38-42  
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8//Mt  
         12:46-50  
Weds:      Jer 1:1, 4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15 and 
         17/Mt 13:1-9  
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10- 
         11/Mt 13:10-17  
Friday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-
         6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18  
Saturday: Jer 7:1-11/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11/Mt    
         13:24-30  
Next Sunday:  
                Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 [3a]/ 
         Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 
 
St. Bridget of Sweden  
 
Saint Bridget or Birgitta was born in 1303, She was 
married to Ulf Gudmarsson, who became governor of 
the province of Nericia. They had eight children, all of 
whom survived past infancy. One of their daughters 
would become St. Catherine of Sweden. 
 
Saint Bridget was hailed as a mystic and her visions, 
which began in her early childhood when she had vi-
sions of Christ Crucified, made her somewhat of a Mid-
dle Ages celebrity. Her vision of the Nativity of Jesus 
even influenced the art of the Nativity through the Ba-
roque era! She is said to have predicted the Vatican 
State. Saint Bridget’s Revelations, which she dictated to 
Peter Olafsson, the prior at the Cistercian monastery of 
Alvastra near which she retired after her husband’s 
death in 1344, were published in 1492. They have since 
been published in many languages and can still be pur-
chased today.  
 
Some of her most profound visions regarded the found-
ing of a new religious order which would be primarily 
for women, ruled by an abbess, but with a separate 
house for monks who would serve as order chaplains. 
Her visions detailed everything from the abbey church 
to the clothing that would be adopted as the nun’s habit, 
and how the order would be ruled. King Magnus II of 
Sweden granted Bridget land and buildings. The order, 
called the Bridgettines or the Order of the Most Holy 
Savior was approved by Pope Urban V in 1370.Saint 
Bridget was canonized in 1391 by Pope Boniface IX 
and in 1999 Pope John Paul II named her one of the Pa-
tron Saints of Europe. 

 

Go to our website stjohnmv.org  
to access FORMED! 
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