
 

 

 

Parish Theme: Building Our Parish Through Love, Prayer, Service, Community 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:30 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  4 pm 
Friday:   

8 am  - 2 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 319-895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Trevor Gretten 

Parish Office: 319-895-6246 

E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier: 319-895-6758 

E-mail: DBQ137RE@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

Cade Naughton: 319-895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: tbrife@gmail.com   

Trevor Gretten: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 
 

 

April 2nd ,2023 
Palm Sunday 
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St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

Pastor Speaks 
As Celebrating Holy Week Together  
 

Holy Week is Here: Beginning today, the Christian 
world enters a time of reflection and prayer to mark 
Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week. Even more 
remarkable is the way our universal Catholic brothers 
and sisters will be celebrating the holy event. Catholics 
will gather in our local parish churches with palms in 
our hands to commemorate the awe-inspiring events of 
the Lord’s final entry into Jerusalem and his passion and 
death that followed. 
  
Personal Invitation to Come to Christ: I am personally 
inviting all individual parishioners and families within 
our parish to come to the Holy Week celebrations. Also, 
pray that the Lord instills in your heart somebody that he 
wants you to encourage and invite back to church as we 
celebrate this amazing time of God’s welcoming and 
open love to us. It is this understanding that should fill 
our hearts with joyful anticipation as we look forward to 
our coming together as a church family to celebrate the 
Paschal Mystery of our Lord.  
  
Witness of Self-giving Love: Last year as I visited the 
Holy Land, I had the opportunity to see all the sites that 
are featured in the gospel readings during this Holy 
Week. Observing these sites brings the heart of a re-
sponsive soul to a sober recognition that it was Christ‘s 
self-giving love that led to face such much fate.  
  
From high mountains of Gethsemane to the deep Kidron 
Valleys, Christ made His passages willingly despite be-
ing forced and treated like a criminal; He subjected him-
self to all the difficulties for us. To the eyes that behold 
these sites which still  bear the marks of the savior, it is 
a life-transforming moment and an open invitation to 
say, “Live Jesus, live forever in me!”  
  
The Eucharist as Holy Week: As Christians, our per-
ception of the reality Holy Week as the foundation for 
Holy Communion should continue to nudge us to run 
towards the Lord of the Eucharist. Whatever purpose for 
which Christ died, he expressed it in the Eucharist for 
us: “Do this in memory of me,”( Luke 22:19 ). So, the 
celebration of the Eucharist as a reliving of the Paschal 
Mystery always needs to end in the reception of Holy 
Communion.  
 
Christ gave Himself out of love for us so that we may 
reciprocate this love by honoring and receiving Him in 
Holy Communion. Thus, our faith does not hinge on the 
participation or encounter with the Mass but on the re-
ception of him who comes to us in Holy Communion.  
I hope to see you at Mass to celebrate and receive Holy 
Communion during Holy Week and Easter.  

Social Justice Lenten Project: 

Please Join us by donating new or gently used items to 
the Catherine McAuley Center.  CMC serves immi-
grants, evacuees, and women in need by providing edu-
cation, housing, transportation, and more.  Some need-
ed items include bedding, pots and pans, cleaning ma-
terials, hygiene items, beans, rice and canned goods.  A 
complete wish list can be found on the parish website, 
Facebook page, and in the e-mail sent to all Parishion-
ers. 

Return to God with Eucharistic Adoration the Lent: 

Adoration will take place every Wednesday during 
Lent from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  Spending time pray-
ing in front of the Blessed Sacrament is an intimate 
way to grow your relationship with Christ the Lent.  
You don’t need to sign up and can stay for as little or 
as long as you’d like.  

Thank You! 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone 
who donated items, purchased items, or made monetary 
donations at our Parish Auction!  We would also like to 
thank everyone who was involved with organizing the 
event, running the auction itself, and helping to clean up 
afterword.  Thank you all so much for everything that you 
do to support our Faith Community at St. John’s.  

News & Events 
Adoration:  

· 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the Month 7:00-9:00 PM 

· Every Wednesday During Lent 7:00 - 9:00 PM 

· After 8:30 AM Mass on First Friday of the Month 

Reconciliation:  

· Confessions are held 30 minutes before Sunday Mass at 
7:30 AM.   

· First Wednesday of the month 7:00-8:00 PM During Ado-
ration   

· They can also be made by appointment by contacting Fa-
ther Andrew either call the office at 319-895-6246 or email 
dbq137@dbqarch.org to schedule. 

Baptism: Baptismal Catechesis is done by Father Andrew.  
Please contact the office at 319-895-6246 or email 
dbq137sec@dbqarch.org with any questions and to schedule a 
baptismal appointment. 

Marriage Prep: Matrimonial Catechesis and preparation is 
done by Father Andrew.  Please contact the office at 319-895-
6246 or email dbq137sec@dbqarch.org with any marriage re-
lated issues or questions and to schedule an appointment.  

Family Life Connections: 

· On the 3rd Sunday of each month, join the Parish families 
for Family Life Connections immediately after Mass. 

That Man is You Men’s Group: 

· Join the men of the Parish for Fellowship and discussions 
each Saturday at 6:30 AM in the lower level of the Church 

Sisters of Faith: 

· Join the women of the Parish for Fellowship and discus-
sions the 1st Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 



PARISH THEME: Building Our Parish Through Love, Prayer, Service & Community 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Weekly contributions needed.............  $5,817.30 
 

Contributions Received Through March 27th 2023 

Budget, Adult ...................................................  $        2630.00    
Loose Coin/Currency .......................................  $          229.00 
Fuel/AC ............................................................  $          310.00 
Snow Removal .................................................  $            10.00 
Books & Flowers………………………………    $          160.00 
Haiti Donations………………………………       $          150.00   
Sacrificial Giving……………………………        $            15.00 
Total Collected .................................................  $        3614.00 
YTD collection needed .....................................  $    226874.70 
YTD collections received .................................  $    278406.53 
YTD   ......................................................  $      51531.83 

Liturgical Ministers April 9th, 2023 

The Minister Schedule for Easter Mass will be emailed 
out later this week.  Please see the signup sheets in the 
gathering space if you would like to serve.  There may 

still be slots open! 

Meetings and Activities of the Week 

Tuesday April 4th- 

6:00 PM - Stewardship Committee Meeting 

Wednesday April 5th- 

8:30 AM - Mass 

9:00 AM - St. Anne’s Circle Meeting 

7:00 PM - Adoration 

Thursday April 6th- 

Maundy Thursday 

7:00 PM - Mass @ St. John’s 

Friday April 7th- 

Good Friday 

2:00 PM - Stations of the Cross @ St. Isidore 

3:00 PM - Good Friday Service @ St. Isidore 

Saturday April 8th -  

Holy Saturday  

8:00 PM - Easter Vigil Mass 

Sunday April 9th -  

Happy Easter! 

8:00 AM - Mass @ St. John’s 

Reduce your 2023 Iowa income tax bill by 75%!  
Tax day is a couple of weeks away and filing taxes is 
on many people’s minds.  It is also the time when 
many Catholic school families submit their applica-
tions for STO tuition assistance.  Each year, thanks 
to a 75% tax credit from the state of Iowa, families 
with the greatest need can apply for STO tuition as-
sistance to help pay for Catholic education.  Help 
them, and help yourself by pledging to donate to the 
Our Faith STO.  Your pledge today reserves your 
2023 tax credit for the next tax season.  To pledge, 
please visit: www.OurFaithSTO.org/pledge, or call 
Steve Kane at 563-552-0297 

Readings for the week of April 2, 2023  
Sun:   Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-             
    20, 23-24 (2a)/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66           
    or 27:11-54 
Mon:  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11 
Tues:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and           
     17/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Weds: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34/Mt 
     26:14-25 
Thurs:  
Chrism Mass:  
     Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27/Rv 
     1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  
    Ex 12:1-8,11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 16-16bc, 17-18 
    (see 1 Cor 10:16)/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Fri:     Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 
    25 (Luke 23:46)/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—
    19:42 
Sat:  
Easter Vigil:  
   Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 
   12, 13-14, 24, 35 (30) or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 
   20-22 (5b)/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-
   18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 (1)/Ex 14:15—15:1/ Ex 
   15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 (1b)/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 
   4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 (2a)/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
   (3)/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 
   6:68c)/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 
   (42:2)/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 
   28:1-10 
Next Sunday:  
   Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23   
   (24)/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt          
   28:1-10 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday April 5th, 2023: 

8:30 AM: Ann Hufford 
 

Friday April 7th, 2023: 

8:30 AM: Amanda Meeker 
 

Sunday April 9th, 2023: 

8:00 AM: Carl Morrison Jr. 

 

Go to our website stjohnmv.org  
to access FORMED! 

http://www.ourfaithsto.org/pledge
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