
 

 

 

Parish Theme: Building Our Parish Through Love, Prayer, Service, Community 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 
Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s - 8:30 am 
 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:30 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  4 pm 
Friday:   

8 am  - 2 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 319-895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Trevor Gretten 

Parish Office: 319-895-6246 

E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier: 319-895-6758 

E-mail: DBQ137RE@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

Cade Naughton: 319-895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: tbrife@gmail.com   

Trevor Gretten: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 
 

 

April 16th, 2023 
Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday 
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St.  John the Baptist  ▪  212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

   Pastor Speaks 

      Fostering a Missionary Discipleship Parish CULTURE   

    Part One  

 Are you a practicing missionary disciple? 

Let's reflect on this question during the Easter Season. 

“Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet 
overjoyed, and ran to announce this to his disciples.” (Matt 
28:8).         

For over two thousand years, the joy of the gospel, which 
the women received from the angel and shared with the 
apostles “fills the hearts and lives of those who encounter 
Jesus” (Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel). 

From the outset, the women who witnessed the empty 
tomb practiced a missionary discipleship. They embarked 
on carry– it– forward mission to get the apostles to 
believe  that Jesus was risen. He was alive! 

After we have believed in the resurrection of Jesus and 
have been baptized into His death, we are called to live as 
missionary disciples in our parish community. 

Living and practicing missionary discipleship stems from 
our baptism by which we are given our personal reasons to 
teach and announce the same gospel of joy we have 
received to others. 

“All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church or 
their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of 
evangelization…The new evangelization calls for personal 
involvement on the part of each of the baptized… to the 
extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in 
Christ Jesus:  we no longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and 
‘missionaries,’ but rather that we are always 
‘missionary disciples.’ ”  (Pope Francis, The Joy of the 
Gospel, 120). 

A 2017  document from the USCCB , “Living 
as Missionary Disciples” laid out four moments/circle  in 
the evangelization process: 

Encounter.   Encountering Christ is the purpose of 
evangelization.    

Accompany.  Encountering Christ with family and friends 
in the Church provides encouragement and support.       

Community.  Once with Christ, we join others in the 
Christian community to form a parish family.  

Send. Filled with zeal, we become empowered to share our 
beliefs with others and bring them to believe with us. 
Missionary discipleship is an invitation to be actively 
engaged with your faith.  

  

Faith Formation by Linda Hansmeier 

Last Sunday, we celebrated Easter and as I reflected on 
the end of the Lenten season and the Triduum that ended 
with Easter, I realized how much Easter Sunday might 
look like Confirmation does to some, were done! Pope 
Francis said: “In the light of the Risen Lord, our suffer-
ings are now transfigured. Where there was death, now 
there is life. Where there was mourning, now there is con-
solation. In embracing the cross, Jesus bestowed meaning 
on our sufferings and now we pray that the benefits of 
that healing will spread throughout the world.” - Pope 
Francis, Ubi et Orbi message, Easter 2021. 

On Holy Saturday we welcomed into full communion 
with the Catholic Church, David Patten and we continue 
to prepare our Confirmation confirmands for Confirma-
tion and our second-grade children to receive their First 
Holy Communion. Easter Sunday is just the beginning 
and provides us with ample opportunities to connect with 
those at our parish. Today we had Family Life Connec-
tions (FLC) for breakfast and awesome learning opportu-
nities. Our faith formation classes today will celebrate 
their last time together as a class until next September 
AND the kids get donuts because it is FLC day. I have 
learned that I am now Linda, the donut lady. Next 
Wednesday evening 5 th – 12 graders will have faith for-
mation sessions followed on April 26 with the end of the 
faith formation year Mass. That “Man is You” continues 
on Saturday morning, and Sister’s of Faith will be meet-
ing on the first Saturday of May in the morning. And St. 
Annes is going on a road trip to the Mississippi Abbey 
and on to St. Donatus to the “Oldest” Stations of the 
Cross in the nation, and of course on to some great food 
from there. 

Join us on the first and third Wednesday evenings of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. for Adoration. Bring the whole family 
to spend time in front of our Lord and Savior praying to-
gether as a family or pop in by yourself to give yourself 
an opportunity to ‘wind down’ from daily life. This sum-
mer we’re looking forward to offering Totus Tuus for our 
children once again, and Theresa is offering music camp: 
an opportunity for our children to learn about the music 
they sing. We have MASS every Sunday and twice during 
the weekdays. All opportunities to sit in the presence of 
the Risen Christ. And of course, you know that weekend 
Mass is obligatory. 

Easter is more than one day; it is a season of joy and alle-
luia! It is a time to celebrate the Resurrection of our sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. It is a time to rejoice in the gift of en-
counter. “Encounters with the risen Christ characterize 
the Christian hope of resurrection. We shall rise like 
Christ, with him, and through him” (CCC 995). Let us use 
the seven full weeks after Easter Sunday to help people 
encounter Christ anew. Let us keep the momentum of 
Easter Sunday as a way to encounter the Resurrected 
Christ anew, every day of our lives by spreading joy in 
our parishes and families. 



PARISH THEME: Building Our Parish Through Love, Prayer, Service & Community 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Weekly contributions needed.............  $5,817.30 
 

Contributions Received Through  

Budget, Adult ...................................................  $        3535.00 
Loose Coin/Currency .......................................  $          440.00   
Fuel/AC ............................................................  $            20.00 
Misc. Donations ...............................................  $        1685.00 
Flowers………………………………………..     $           465.00 
Haiti Donations………………………………       $          100.00 
Sacrificial Giving……………………………        $            15.00 
Total Collected .................................................  $        6260.00 
YTD collection needed .....................................  $    238509.30 
YTD collections received .................................  $    284666.53 
YTD   ......................................................  $      46157.23 

Liturgical Ministers April 23rd, 2023 
Sacristan:   Ellen Bentley 

Lectors:      Ruth Horton 
                   Cindy Kendall 

EM:            Anna Vavricek - Charlene Vig  
                   Tom Wieseler - Carol Woods Boren 

EM( Cup):  Allison Nissen - Theresa Patterson 
                   Chuck Murray-Larry Poduska - Judy Poduska 

Hospitality: Mike & Ruth Clark & Family 
                    Dave & Lesley Panos & Family 
                    Troy & Tracey Louwagie & Family 

Servers:       Lauren Stolte - Alaina Sellner 
                    Betsy Louwagie - Kiersten Swart 

Meetings and Activities of the Week 

Tuesday April 18th -  

6:30 PM - Faith Formation Committee Meeting 

Wednesday April 19th - 

6:30 AM - Finance Council Meeting 

8:30 AM - Mass 

9:00 AM - St. Anne’s Circle Meeting (Road Trip) 

6:00 PM - Faith Formation 5th - 8th 

7:00 PM - Adoration 

7:00 PM - Faith Formation 9th - 12th 

Thursday April 20th -  

6:00 PM - RCIA (Mystagogia - Role of the Laity) 

Friday April 21st -  

8:30 AM - Mass (Fellowship to Follow) 

Saturday April 22nd -  

6:30 AM - That Man is You Men’s Group 

Sunday April 23rd -  

8:00 AM - Mass (First Communion) 

Join us at St. Patrick's Church in Anamosa on May 1st 
and 2nd at 6:30pm each night for a two-day Catholic Mis-
sion you will never forget! Catholic speaker, best-selling 
author and radio host, John Leonetti will help us close the 
gap between the Gospel and our everyday lives. Evening 

one explores, "Who is God and why does that matter" and 
evening two journeys through "God's dream for your life."  

Readings for the week of April 16, 2023 
Sun:    Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

Mon:   Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8 
Tues:   Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wed:   Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 3:16-21 
Thurs: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/Jn 3:31-36 
Fri:      Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/Jn 6:1-15 
Sat:     Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday:  
           Acts 2:14,22-33/Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 
   24:13-35 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday April 19th, 2023: 

8:30 AM: Monica Friis 
 

Friday April 21st, 2023: 

8:30 AM: Dave Neuhaus 
 

Sunday April 23rd, 2023: 

8:00 AM: Steve Horton 

 

Go to our website stjohnmv.org  
to access FORMED! 

News & Events 
Adoration:  

· 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the Month 7:00-9:00 PM 

· After 8:30 AM Mass on First Friday of the Month 

Reconciliation:  

· Confessions are held 30 minutes before Sunday Mass at 7:30 AM.   

· First Wednesday of the month 7:00-8:00 PM During Adoration   

· They can also be made by appointment by contacting Father 
Andrew either call the office at 319-895-6246 or email 
dbq137@dbqarch.org to schedule. 

Baptism: Baptismal Catechesis is done by Father Andrew.  Please 
contact the office at 319-895-6246 or email 
dbq137sec@dbqarch.org with any questions and to schedule a 
baptismal appointment. 

Marriage Prep: Matrimonial Catechesis and preparation is done 
by Father Andrew.  Please contact the office at 319-895-6246 or 
email dbq137sec@dbqarch.org with any marriage related issues or 
questions and to schedule an appointment.  

Family Life Connections: 

· On the 3rd Sunday of each month, join the Parish families for 
Family Life Connections immediately after Mass. 

That Man is You Men’s Group: 

· Join the men of the Parish for Fellowship and discussions 
each Saturday at 6:30 AM in the lower level of the Church 

Sisters of Faith: 

· Join the women of the Parish for Fellowship and discussions 
the 1st Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
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