
 

 

 

Parish Theme: Jesus Christ is the Same Today, Yesterday & Forever, To Love, 

Serve and Forgive One Another 

L ISBON  -  M OUNT  V ERNON ,  IA  
A ND  SUR ROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 
Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  
St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 

Sunday - 8:00 am 
Wednesdays and Fridays - 8:30 am 
St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 6 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 
St. John’s Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 7:30 am or by appointment 

Monday 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
 

 

St. John Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8 am -  4 pm 
Friday:   

8 am  - 2 pm 

Pastor: 
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 
Office: 319-895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Trevor Gretten 

Parish Office: 319-895-6246 

E-mail: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Coordinator of Religious Education 

Linda Hansmeier: 319-895-6758 

E-mail: DBQ137RE@dbqarch.org 

Director of Youth/Adult  Ministries 

Marcy McElroy: 319-895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music and Liturgy 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: tbrife@gmail.com   

Trevor Gretten: DBQ137SEC@dbqarch.org 
 

 

December 31st, 2023 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
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St.  John the Baptist   212 7th st se Mount Vernon  

 

Pastor Speaks 

The family – way of the Church 

Dear Parish Families! 

Each year we look forward to the Sunday within the 
Octave of Christmas to greet and recognize the 
families within our parish community and to generally 
ask each of us to reflect on the gift of the family as the 
most primary and cherished institution. 

As Pope Francis intimated in the encyclical 
letter Amora Laetitia “The joy of the family is the joy 
of the Church.” Therefore, today it gives me a 
delightful opportunity to stand and knock at the door 
of your home with eagerness to greet you with deep 
affection. 

It is certainly the joy and wish of all priests, as the 
Church’s ministers within in the parishes, that they 
could spend time with each family in the parish and 
get to know them more closely. 

The  Holy Family of Nazareth (Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph (JMJ)) forms the point of departure in any 
reflection on the gift of the Christian family. Indeed, 
St. John Paul II has reminded us, “The family has its 
origin in that same love with which the Creator 
embraces the created world.”  

To express this love towards us in the same way as we 
live our human lives, the pope observes, “The only-
begotten Son, of one substance with the Father, ‘God 
from God and Light from Light’ entered into human 
history through the family.” 

God planned to entrust the family to the Church and at 
the same time make the family a WAY to the Church. 
In all ages, the Christian families, constituting the 
domestic Church, extend themselves to form the 
Church as a parish community. For this reason, the 
Church has never stopped emphasizing the unique 
role of the parish families in championing the creation 
and maintenance of the parish community. 

Indeed, no doubt, sometimes struggles within some 
families hinder the members from staying together to 
advance the respect, honor, and joy that God intended 
for them. Some families suffer from disharmony, 
disunity, misunderstanding, and even separation; 
others go through intense tension for similar reasons. 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family and the 
Feast of Mary as the Mother of God, we pray for an 
end to all rancor within families, for lasting healing, 
and for the reunion of all separated families. Let us 
work together to defend, protect, and strengthen the 
family institution. Merry Christmas and Happy Feast 
of the Holy Family!  

 

Jesus Comes For All People 
How is Jesus a Gift in Your Life? 

Faith Formation This Week: 

Monday January 1st 2024: 

5:30 - 7:00 PM: SS. Monica & Anthony Holy Hour 

Wednesday January 3rd 2024: 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Epiphany Program 

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Adoration 

Saturday January 6th 2024: 

6:30 AM - 8:00 AM: That Man is You Men’s Group 

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM: Sisters of Faith Women’s Group 

Sunday January 7th 2024: 

9:00 AM - 10:15 AM: K-4th Grade Faith Formation 

10:20 AM - 12:00 PM: Catechist Inservice  

St. Anne's Circle wishes to thank everyone who made our First 
Bake and Craft Sale a huge success.  We brought in $1,731 + a 
few donations that came in later, and after paying out $225 for 
expenses we were able to deposit $1,600 dollars into our gen-
eral fund.  Included in the expenses are Mass books for our 
children to pick up at the beginning of Mass to help them fol-
low along with the Mass.  They can be found in one of two 
wire baskets sitting near both entrances to the Narthex's.  Fol-
lowing Mass they are to be re-deposited into the wire bas-
ket.   Again, thank you for your generosity and attending our 
Bake and Craft Sale.    
 
Also please keep an eye out for these upcoming events! 
January 3, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Epiphany Program followed with 
refreshments.  
January 7, following classes, a catechist inservice in the lower 
level with lunch.    
January 14, our parish auction.    
January 21, First Communion Parent Meeting following Mass 
in lower level.  
As always, child care will be provided in the education wing 
during the Parish Auction.   Please let Linda 
at dbq137re@dbqarch.org  know if you are bringing children to 
child care along with their age and grade if in school.  This in-
formation helps us to know how many child care providers we 
will need.  If your child/children have any allergies, please let 
me know that as well.  Any children attending faith formation 
classes can join child care when classes have been dismissed.   
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Parish Theme: Jesus Christ is the Same Today, Yesterday & Forever, To Love, Serve and 

Forgive One Another 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Weekly contributions needed.............  $6623.08 
Contributions Received Through December 21st, 2023 

Budget, Adult ...................................................  $        8878.00 
Holiday Donations……………………………      $          195.00 
Loose Coin/Currency .......................................  $        3209.05 
ACH Donations…….……….………………..       $        4715.00 
Total Collected .................................................  $      16996.05 
YTD collection needed .....................................  $    174062.39 
YTD collections received .................................  $    169218.63 
YTD  ................................................................  $        4843.76 

Liturgical Ministers January 7th, 2024 

Sacristan:    Trevor Gretten   

Lectors:       Natalie Thuerauf - Charlene Vig   

EM:             Ruth Horton - Dennis Ludwig 

                    Mark Kraus - Pam Kraus   

EM( Cup):  Stephen Poduska - Leona Smith Faoro 

                    Lisa Thuerauf - Diane Apel - Diane Kimm 

Hospitality: Chuck & Marylynn Murray 

                    Tim & Abby Keegan & Family 

                    Jim & Cindy Kendall 

Servers:       Adam Swart - Andrew Dix 

                    Liliana Grosse - Bailey Crock 

Meetings and Activities of the Week 

Monday January 1st, 2024 -  

9:00 AM  - 9:30 AM : Mass 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM: SS. Moni a & Anthony Holy Hour 

Tuesday January 2nd, 2024 -  

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Stewardship Committee Meeting 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Social Justice Committee Meeting 

Wednesday January 3rd, 2024 -  

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM: Mass 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Epiphany Program 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Adoration 

Thursday January 4th, 2024 -  

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Liturgy Committee Meeting 

Friday January 5th, 2024 -  

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM: Mass (Fellowship to Follow) 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM: Adoration after Mass 

Saturday January 6th, 2024 -  

6:30 AM - 8:00 AM: That Man is You Men’s Group 
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM: Sisters of Faith Women’s Group 

Sunday January 7th, 2024 -  

8:00 - 9:00AM: Mass (Epiphany Coffee & Cake After Mass) 
9:00 - 10:15 AM: K-4th Grade Faith Formation 
10:20 AM - 12:00 PM: Catechist Inservice  

 Readings for the week of December 31, 2023 
Sun:    Sir 3:2-6,12-14/Gn 15:1-6;21:1-3/Ps 128:1-5/Ps    
   105:1-9/Col 3:12-21/Heb 11:8-12,17-19/Lk 2:22-40 
Mon:   Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Tues:   1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
Wed:   1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
Thurs: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Fri:      1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
Sat:      1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-20/Mk 1:7-11/Lk 3:23-38 
Next Sunday:  
   Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2,7-13/Eph 3:2-3,5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

 

Wednesday January 3rd, 2024: 

8:30 AM: Steve Horton 

Friday January 5th, 2024: 

8:30 AM: Virginia Kotzbauer 

Sunday January 7th, 2024: 

8:00 AM: John Apel 

Important Reminder for 2023 Taxes: 
If there are any donations that you would like to be on 
your tax receipt for the 2023 tax year please make sure 
they are turned in by the end of the day December 31st.  
Please leave them in the collection for the December 31st 
Mass or in the Dropbox outside of the Parish Office.  
Online donations should be submitted several days earlier 
as they sometimes take several days to process! 

Social Justice Donation Drive! 
During the month of January, the Social Justice Committee will 
be collecting much needed items for the unhoused served by the 
Willis Daddy Homeless Shelter and Services in Cedar Rapids. 
Please put your donations in the lower level near the elevator. 
Warm hats, gloves, scarves and especially hand warmers are 
needed. Tuna and other canned meat with flip tops and beef jerky 
are also requested. A complete list is on the church website. 
Thank you for your generosity as we do all we can to see Jesus in 
others.  


