St. John the Baptist
Social Justice Meeting Minutes
October 13, 2020 – 7:00pm

Attendees: Linda Noll, Linda Hansmeier, Allison Nissen, Jessica Wiskus, Cindy Pospisil

Opening Prayer:  At Home with the Word (Gospel is Matthew 22:15-21)
Guest Speaker: Steve Schmitz from the Haiti Committee – Steve spoke for about 45 minutes about the history and role of the Haiti Committee and each parishes’ involvement with the Haiti Committee.  
Approval of Minutes-September 8, 2020 
Old Business:
· Discuss Respect All Life Month – Bulletin board is up in gathering space. Our first attempt at putting a word cloud on the cover of the bulletin had some glitches. We are going to present a 2nd option to Father to get his approval for a 2nd word cloud in the bulletin before Respect Life Month is over.
· Finalize 2020/2021 Goals (Learn, Educate, Do) –  Predominately discussed future of Run for the Least. Mary will no longer be the chairperson for the run. We need to reach out to Joe from All Saints to hear what his thoughts and plans are.  We also need to reach out to our parishioners to see if there is interest from individuals to take over the chairperson position. 
· Report from Parish Council Meeting-October 1, 2020 – Linda provided a summary of the last meeting
New Business:
· Discuss Lenten Alms – Will we keep Lenten Alms or will Stewardship Committee take it over? Keep Lenten Alms for Haiti? Go back to Operation Rice Bowl? Need to make a decision in our November meeting 

· Discuss Thanksgiving Food Drive – Cindy contacted Nicole. SE Linn is expecting 175 people for the Thanksgiving Dinners. We need to put announcement in bulletin ASAP, send an email, post on Facebook page, and put envelopes on table in gathering space. Donations are due November 6th. We will buy the meat again this year (ham, turkey, and turkey rolls).
· Discuss Social Justice Page on Parish Website (need purpose listed) – Linda will tweak our mission statement and present at November meeting to vote on it.
· Elect Officers – Only half members present.  Agreed to keep officers the same for 2020-2021.
Next Meeting:  November 10    
Purpose (Sample)
Social Justice Committee- meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month
The Social Justice Committee responds to the social problems within the parish, to the local community, and to the needs of the broader world.  Examples of activities: Respect for Life promotion, poverty awareness, Operation Rice Bowl, Earth Day promotion, fair trade product promotion, update on legislative issues, collect non-perishable food items for food bank, host speakers on hospice or aforementioned topics and start rapid response volunteer program.
What activities do we currently participate in?

· Home and Away School Supply Drive

· Respect Life display

· Respect Life event- video
· Remind parish of Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship in election year
· Thanksgiving Food Collection for Southeast Linn Community Center

· Christmas Giving Tree for SE Linn and retired nuns

· Lenten Collection-either Operation Rice Bowl or Haiti collection

· Supply Fruit for Operation Backpack and Summer Backpack
Miscellaneous collections to support Southeast Linn Community Center programs

Cards sent to parishioners of support or congratulations (ie. anniversary, sympathy)

