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STATUTES OF THE BISHOP’S PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
PREAMBLE 

1. The Bishop’s Pastoral Council of the Military Ordinariate of Canada is the meeting of the 

chaplain representatives of the Ordinariate. They are appointed by the Military Ordinary. They 

are responsible for helping the Ordinary in the government of the Ordinariate, in accordance with 

the Code of Canon Law, in order to promote as effectively as possible the pastoral well-being of 

that portion of God’s people who are entrusted to him. 

 
MEMBERS 

2. The ex-officio members consist of the Vicar General, the Finance Officer, the Judicial Vicar, 

the RCChS Advisor (RC), the President of the Presbyteral Council and the Chancellor, by virtue 

of their ecclesiastical offices.  

 

3. The Military Ordinary freely appoints other chaplains as special invitees, as long as the ex 

officio members represent not more than half of the Council. 

 

4. The total number of attendees will not exceed ten persons. 

 
BEGINNING AND DURATION OF THE MANDATE 

5. The duration of the mandate for the members appointed by the Ordinary, excluding the ex-

officio members, will be for a period of two years and renewable. 
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TERMINATION OF THE MANDATE  

6. A member’s seat may become vacant because of resignation or removal by the Military 

ordinary at any time. In this case, the Ordinary will fill the vacant seat within three months of the 

vacancy.  

 

7. The Bishop’s Pastoral Council ceases to exist when the Ordinary is impeded or the Ordinary’s 

seat becomes vacant. 

 

8. Within a year of taking possession of the seat, the Ordinary may establish the Council anew. 

 
MEETINGS 

9. It is incumbent upon the Ordinary to convene the Council at least twice a year, to preside over 

it and to determine the issues to be discussed and accept questions from the members. 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

10. To assist the Ordinary in his role as president, an executive committee will be constituted. 

The officers are the following: 

 

a. The Bishop or his delegate will direct and moderate discussions during meetings of the 

Council; 

 

b. The Secretary who may be appointed by the Bishop from within the Council members 

by general consensus or by seeking the services of his administrative assistant, will 

record in writing the minutes of the meetings of the Council and provides the necessary 

information pertaining to such meetings.  

 
POWERS OF THE BISHOP’S PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 

11. The Bishop’s Pastoral Council is a consultative and an advisory body. The Military Ordinary 

will hear it on matters of great importance that especially affect the ministry of pastoral 

associates, deacons and priests within the Ordinariate, among other issues. 
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OBLIGATIONS  

12. The role of a Council member is to promote the well-being of the Ordinariate in the first 

place, take ownership of the decisions passed in the Council and to be a spokesperson for the 

Council. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTES 

13. Amendments to the statutes of the Council will be made by the Military Ordinary after due 

consultation if required with the members of the Council.   

 

Signed in Ottawa, on 01 May, 2017, Feast of St. Joseph the Worker 

 

 

+ Scott McCaig, CC 

   Military Ordinary of Canada 

 

 


