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                                   KAIROS 

                               Propitious Moment on This Universal Lent 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

on Monday, March 16, 2020 we priests along with Giacomo joined a two hour video-conference 

with our superiors, priests and seminarians of the Priestly Missionary of the Fraternity of St Charles 

Borromeo from all over the world about the crisis that is affecting, Italy and now other countries of the world. 

Among safety concerns and heavy-hearted moments, my heart was full of gratitude of seeing and hearing 

witnesses of faith from those who are spending their lives for God and the wellbeing of people affected by 

COVID-19.  

What a great blessing it was to be able to receive from our superiors a description of a reality that here in the US 

was only at the beginning. Belonging to the Fraternity has helped us focus on Christ our Savior and on the Church 

at large.  Moreover, it was a helpful moment to expand our awareness and understanding of the situation in the 

world not only about the COVID-19. These following words are my notes and memories of that conversation that 

took place with our superiors and of what I shared last Wednesday with St Peter’s employees in a video 

conference. I also found the  following article written by Abbot General O. Cistercian Fr. Mauro Lepori , 

Witnesses of Hope - “Be still and know that I am God” - https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/, very insightful and 

helpful. 

Everyone strongly desires that this moment might end soon and it is good to desire it. Nevertheless, it would be a 

great mistake if we avoid asking ourselves: Why did God do this to us? Why did God allow this pandemic to 

happen? This was the same questions of the Israelites in second book of the Chronicles. “The Second Book of 

Chronicles describes this deepest cause in the following words: “The land enjoyed its Sabbath. All the days that it lay 

desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years” (2 Chronicles 36:21). What this means is that the people had 

rejected God’s rest, its leisure, its worship, its peace, and its freedom, and so they fell into slavery of activity. They [the 

Israelites - the Jews of the Old Testament] brought the earth into slavery of their activity and thereby enslaved 

themselves. Therefore, God had to give them the Sabbath that they denied themselves. In their “no” to God-given 

rhythm of freedom and leisure they departed from their likeness to God and so did damage to the earth. God had to 

begin afresh no make them his very own, and he had to free them from the domination of activity. The worship of 

God, his freedom, and his rest come first. Thus and only thus can the human being truly live.” (J. Ratzinger, “In the 

beginning ...”- A Catholic Understanding of the Story of Creation and the Fall) Indeed, because of the COVID-19 

activities, the economy, political life, trips, entertainments, sports have stopped, as if for a universal Lent. But not 

just this: in Italy and now in other countries too, public religious life has also stopped, the public celebration of the 

Eucharist, all church gatherings and meetings, at least those in which the faithful meet up physically. It is like a 

great fast, a great universal abstinence. Our projects and plan at the parish and school have been stopped, until 

we do not know when. As someone told me, while we were removing envelopes, hymnals and Stewardship Cards 

from the pews: no matter what is happening in few days this is clearly a new beginning. It is a moment of KAIROS. 

It is a propitious moment for everybody to rediscover the substance of our activities, programs, joys and sorrows. 

https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/news/be-still-and-know-that-i-am-god?ct=t(coronavirus2_COPY_01)


 

 

Kairos is an ancient Greek word meaning the right, critical, or opportune moment. The moment to understand with 

detachment, or virginity, the value of the instant dedicated to God. How wrong would it be to jump immediately 

from reality to the on-line reality thinking that it might fulfill the desire of being with someone in the instant that is 

given as a gift by God! 

“God asks us to keep ourselves still; he does not impose it. He wants us to stop before him and remain freely, by 

choice, that is, with love. [..] He wants us to stop as one stops before a beloved person, or how one stops before 

the tender beauty of a newborn who sleeps, or at a sunset or a work of art that fills us with wonder and silence. 

God asks us to stop in recognition that, for us, his presence fills the whole universe, is the most important thing in 

life, which nothing can exceed. To stop before God means to recognize that his presence fills the instant and thus fully 

satisfies our heart, in whatever circumstance and condition we find ourselves.” We are called to have an active 

passive disposition to recognize the meaning of our days and doings. 

God sets us in listening if we allow him to conquer us since Jesus says:  “Take courage, I have conquered the 

world.” John 16:33 

Maybe this moment is the greatest listening session ever!  

Of course, we are not monks, not everybody is a priest nevertheless each of us is called to have a meaningful life 

in God’s presence and love. There is another pandemic that wants to oppose us to the friendly presence of the 

Lord: our diffidence and fear.  

“God enters into our trials, he suffers them with us and for us, to the point of death on the Cross. Thus he reveals to 

us that our life, in trial as also in consolation, has an infinitely greater meaning than the resolution of the current 

peril. The true peril that looms over our life is not the threat of death, but the possibility of living it without 

meaning, of living it without being directed toward a greater fullness of life and toward a greater salvation than 

health.” Christ enables us to live in Him all that he himself lived, and he lives in us as the Catechisms of the Catholic 

church says in number 521. We are stopped to regain the original dependence of God who is in our midst. He is 

proposing a new beginning a renewed friendship in the essentiality of His love. We are called to cry out to God 

our need for: 

- Belonging and dependence 

- Responsible and intentional communion for the good of all as the communion of Saints points out 

 - Unity and fraternal charity. 

In obedience and freedom as sons and daughters of God we might desire this intensity of the drama of life, with 

the sense of our structural frailty, with this capacity to renounce what is superfluous to safeguard what is more 

profound and true in us and among us, with this faith that our life is not in our hands but in the hands of God. 

“Shape us in the likeness of the divine nature of our Redeemer, whom we believe to be true God and true man, 

since it was your will, Lord God, that he, your Word, should take to himself our human nature in the womb of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen” (Closing prayer of the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord – vespers) 

 

Your pastor Ettore Ferrario, FSCB  



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of March 29 - April 5 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   Church of St. Peter Parishioners        
                  10:30 AM †Frank & Viola Mosner 
    6:00 PM †Lorraine Johnson 
Monday:  8:00 AM †Sharon Valois 
Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Wanda Sorvala 
Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Jim, Honora & Leona Germans 
    6:00 PM   Victims of Abuse 
Thursday:  8:00 AM †Bob, Pauline & Dennis Karr 
Friday:  8:00 AM †Robert Hovey 
    9:30 AM †Jack Hardenbrook 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Judith Lund 
    4:00 PM †Carol Heckard 
Sunday:  8:00 AM †David Nielsen  
      10:30 AM †Cammy Bounphithack 
    6:00 PM  Church of St. Peter Parishioners 

These  intentions are still being honored 
by the priests at their daily Mass 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of March 23 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $10,957. 

Total Amount Collected for Week $20,957. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $28,533. 

  

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $920,445. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $887,074. 

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget 3.76% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $33,371. 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $10,000. 

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improve-
ment Fund 

Donations Received as of March 24, 
2020:  

$_82,196.65 
Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020 
 

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/
Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-

3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 

8:31-42 

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-

42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 

11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23
-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-5 

A special Thank You  
To a donors that give a total of $10,000. If 
we have not received the $10,000 gift, we 
would have only received 38% of our weekly 
budgeted collection amount.  
 
Also, thank you to the 12 new online donors 
who give this week! 
 
Please consider donating online to help us 
continue our ministries. To donate online, click 
"Donate Now" on our parish website or go 
to giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
stpetersns 

PARISH WEBSITE 

           Walking with Christ 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not 
tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of 
God?”   JOHN 11:40 
Many of us say that we 
believe in God.  We go to 
church on Sunday.  We 

volunteer for events at our parish.  But when life gets 
hard, the pressure is on, when things aren’t going our 
way, do we really believe, do we really put our trust 
in the Lord?  When we live a life of gratitude, being 
thankful for the gifts we have been given, we really 
do see that God is providing all that we need.  It 
opens our hearts to see God’s active presence in our 
daily lives. What can you do to be more grateful for 
the many gifts the Lord has given to you this week?  

 

STEWARDSHIP AS WAY OF LIFE  
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE  

 
 

Please join our parish email so we may keep you up to 
date with events at the parish. Go to the website 
www.church@stpetersnsp.org or email Connie Roering 
at croering@stpetersnsp.org 

http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp
http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp


 

 

STEWARDSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE 
Facing together the Crisis 

 

 
 

Reality is not in our hands, and that is why the real steward of God wants to hear and see God’ s voice and sign 
of His presence in the midst of this particular situation caused by the spreading of the COVID-19. 
At the beginning of January, during a day of prayer and community the three of us priests along with Giacomo 
were thinking together the next step to undergo in the Stewardship as a Way of Life. After the great reports and 
articles inserted in several bulletins, we have been challenged by the unexpected virus called COVID-19. The vi-
rus, so named for their “crown-like” appearance has a crown which I don’t really like, and care about, but it forces 
us to rethink and be detaching from our previous ideas.  
That Monday we were hoping to have a Missionary Family Rosary by bringing the statue of Mary and pray the 
Rosary with our families among our parishioners during the month of May; May is indeed the month dedicated to 
honor Mary, Mother of God. Usually faithful make a crown to Mary in that month to demonstrate their infinite hon-
or and gratitude to Mary our Mother. You can give her an actual or spiritual crown with rosaries prayed to Mary 
our Mother. 
The Missionary Rosary is already happening with the Live Streaming Rosary at 7:00 pm from Monday through 
Saturday from our chapel at the rectory. 
 

The following are some points I would like to bring to your attention as signs of Jesus’ presence among us even in 
this dark and difficult moment: 
 

 Seeing so many faces seeking reassurance in this moment of Eucharist fasting and the deep longing for Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist I would like to share what Pope Emeritus wrote in the book - A School of Prayer: The 
Saints Show Us How to Pray. “Dear brothers and sisters, by participating in the Eucharist, we experience in an ex-
traordinary manner the prayer that Jesus prayed and prays ceaselessly for every person so that the evil which we 
all encounter in life may not get the upper hand and that the transforming power of Christ’s death and Resurrec-
tion may act within us.” I hope you enjoy reading it. It is available as e-book on formed.org.  

 

 Special Indulgences from our Mother Church a mantle of mercy in this hour of trial  
The gift of special Indulgences is granted to the faithful suffering from COVID-19 disease, commonly known as 
Coronavirus, as well as to health care workers, family members and all those who in any capacity, including 
through prayer, care for them. 

 Read the Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary Here 
Learn more about what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says about them here. 
Read the interview to Cardinal Major Penitentiary, Mauro Piacenza, about the new Indulgences granted in fa-
vor of the sick and those who care for them during the Covid-19 pandemic here. Archbishop Hebda explains 
how the plenary indulgence works and how the faithful (especially those who need to stay home right now) 
may receive it. Learn more and see this grid for details. 

 

 The Archdiocese has been accompanying us in every steps of communication in leading us priests and parish’s 
employees during this pandemic trial. The decisions to take are many and challenging. 

 

 Archbishop Bernard Hebda announced the formation of an Economic Impact Task Force during this time of eco-
nomic instability and uncertainly due to COVID-19/coronavirus. Learn more. The team of four (lay people) will 
monitor the financial situations of parishes, schools and the Archdiocesan Catholic Center, and work to identify 
resources, private and public, to assist those in financial crisis. The decisions to take at the Church of St Peter 
are many and challenging. 

 

https://formed.org/
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html?ct=t(coronavirus2_COPY_01)
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P4G.HTM?ct=t(coronavirus2_COPY_01)
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P4G.HTM?ct=t(coronavirus2_COPY_01)
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/cardinal-piacenza-indulgences-a-mantle-of-mercy-in-crisis.html?ct=t(coronavirus2_COPY_01)
https://archspm.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6b646ee83333990453988967&id=58985a19d1&e=e74edcdbb5
https://archspm.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6b646ee83333990453988967&id=5876341742&e=e74edcdbb5
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24877/documents/2020/3/Stewardship Report 2020.pdf


 

 

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM 
AFFECTING PARISHES 

With the coronavirus there is  
new attempts! 

The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text 
scam. Using Fr. Ettore’s or a staff members name 
the scammer will create a new email address or text, 
contact the staff members, parishioners, or volunteers 
via email or text and then ask for a favor.  
Fr. Ettore or a staff member at St. Peter would never 
contacted anyone via email or text message asking 
for money or gift cards as a favor. Please Do not 
respond to these emails. If you receive such a fraudu-
lent email or text from the parish or any staff member, 
p lease contact  Jeff  Peterson ,  jpe ter-
son@stpetersnsp.org and notify the North St. Paul Po-
lice. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. In the case 
of any email or text asking for funds or appearing to 
be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO CONTACT THE 
PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN PERSON TO 
MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC.  

The new Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting (CBAR) service 
became operational Monday, March 16. The Bishops of the 
United States approved the national reporting system 
following Pope Francis’ May 2019 apostolic letter, Vos estis 
lux mundi (“You are the light of the world”), to address the 
issue of sexual abuse and bishop accountability in the 
global Catholic Church.   

CBAR is one way to report allegations, operated by 

Convercent, Inc., an independent, third party entity that 

provides intake services to private institutions for reports of 

sensitive topics such as sexual harassment, through a secure, 

confidential, and professional platform. Individuals may 

make a report by accessing ReportBishopAbuse.org or 

calling (800) 276-1562. Reports are taken 24 hours a day 

in English and Spanish.  More information may be found at 

archspm.org/ReportBishopAbuse.  

CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE  
REPORTING SYSTEM  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

 The Stewardship report 2020 is ready. Thanks to all the member of the Stewardship 
Committee and parishioners. You can enjoy reading it by clicking: 

 

 The life of the church has taking a new reality in virtue of the new situation. We were very 
honored and felt preferred to be able to keep offering the sacrament of confession from 
Tuesday to Sunday 2-5 pm. We are bound to obey the authority’s directions in this 
situation.  

 

 In light of the statement of Governor Tim Walz on Wednesday March 25th 2020 we ask 
you to stay tuned with us for further communication about the Church of St Peter hours and 
confessions. Archbishop Hebda provides some guidance for parishes here.  

 

 Rethink the finances for the end of the fiscal year ending June 2020 for school and parish. We are very 
grateful to the two donors who gave $ 10,000 each for helping us in Parish Sunday Collections. We 
encourage you to continuing giving and maybe consider enrolling in the ONLINE GIVING  through our 
website. 

 

 Phone Ministry to parishioners and elderly over seventy-year-old has started already thanks to Fr Pietro and 
Deacons Bob and Eric. We have mailed almost 120 envelopes to people without internet or email address with 
information from the Church of St Peter. 

 

 The house bought a few months ago adjacent to the old cemetery at the corner of Hellen and Poplar Ave is 
getting ready as possible living space for a priest who would need to be quarantined. Please pray that might 
not be the case. 

 
 

 Online classes for school students and RCIA members are so far a great opportunity that foster an ongoing 
formation and closeness to God at the Church of St Peter. 

 
 
 

 

 

 Stewardship is a way of gratitude that leads us to a deeper relationship with God, giver of everything we 
need. Stewardship answers the “need to give to God, not giving to a need” as a way to live Christ like. 
Stewardship is our strive to ask for loving what God command and to desire what he promised, that, 
amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found.  

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html
https://www.archspm.org/statement-regarding-gov-walzs-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.archspm.org/statement-regarding-gov-walzs-stay-at-home-order/
https://churchofstpeternsp.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0eba2c59836a54246221f0d46&id=7997e08b3b&e=bab86a2007
https://churchofstpeternsp.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0eba2c59836a54246221f0d46&id=7997e08b3b&e=bab86a2007
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24877/documents/2020/3/Stewardship Report 2020.pdf


 

 

ST. PETER SCHOOL  

Take courage, Christ has conquered the world. This was the scripture theme select-
ed for the school year 2019-2020. This is the mantra that has provided a steading 
force in the past week of events. I must admit, next year we are going to pick the 
most joyful, upbeat, loving scripture theme you can imagine! But, at this unprece-
dented moment the words of Christ to his disciples reminding them who the world 
belongs to is giving the St. Peter school community the courage we all need. 
 
In the last week St. Peter Catholic School united with our parish leadership has re-
thought what learning and instruction will look like in the weeks ahead. We’ve fig-

ured out which of our families don’t have internet and how to get them internet for distance learning. 
We’ve figured out who needs meals delivered and how to go about safely doing that. We’ve delivered 
books, learning materials, Chromebooks for families who don’t have a device to receive online work, and 
(on a lighter note) a scooter to the student who sold the most raffle tickets. We’ve communicated as best 
we can a clear message of hope amidst the fear. We have tried to demonstrate, and will do our best to 
continue to demonstrate that our teachers are eager to meet the instructional needs of our students in a 
new way but with the same dedication. We’ve laughed over the humor that still exists, worried about the 
unknown, cried, and recommitted ourselves to prayer and fasting. 
 
We don’t know what lies before us, but we are grateful for a competent staff and committed families as 
well as parish leadership who stand united with us as we face the next decision. We know that the finan-
cial impact the Corona virus could have on our families and school is significant. We are grateful for a 
cash supply set aside for projects we wished to execute this summer. While we can’t predict the future, 
we may come to a point of needing cash reserves we have to continue to pay teachers and staff if parish 
collections continue to drop. We hope  we are witnesses of light and commitment to students and families 
and that our benefactors would approve such a decision if necessary at this moment of crisis. We have 
committed to paying all hourly workers these initial two weeks with their regular wages despite being at 
home. We will continue to re-evaluate the situation as we move forward in the weeks to come. As of to-
day we have raised: 
 

$103,090.40 to create a new science lab slated to go in summer 2020; 
 

$74,645 to spend on classroom moves and renovations to unite the Preschool 

and get Kindergarten and Music into the school proper as well as creating a 
space for the lab to move to;  

 

$11,294.34 for miscellaneous expenditures 

 
This totals $189,029.74 of raised money that provides a cash buffer for our school operations. Our 
monthly costs to pay teachers is roughly $55,000. While we do not know the full financial ramifications of 
this moment in history we are blessed to have a community who understands Stewardship is a Way of 
Life. People who know that what we have been given is a gift and we are called to share our time, tal-
ent, and treasure generously. We have been benefactors of this community mindset and work to be good 
stewards of our many resources.   
 
St. Peter Catholic school united with the support of our parish forms students into critical thinkers, virtuous 
leaders, and living saints. Our 103 year old legacy has withstood the 1918 flu pandemic, wars, depres-
sions, and many other moments of crisis and we firmly intend to withstand this one. Please continue to sup-
port our parish and our school. Under the mantle of Mary and our patron we go. Take courage, Christ 
has conquered the world.  


