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LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
TO THE FAITHFUL FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2020 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with  
particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional 
in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the  
pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also 

from a spiritual point of view. 

For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the 
Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or  
individually; you can decide according to your own situations, making the most of both 
opportunities. The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the  

internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 

I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the  
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 

you. I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone. 

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our 
Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome 
this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most 
greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great affection I 

send you my blessing. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 

Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 

Pope Francis 

http://www.vatican.va/special/rosary/index_rosary.htm
http://www.vatican.va/special/rosary/index_rosary.htm


 

 

 

 
 

First Prayer 
  
 

O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, 
you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 
from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
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Second Prayer 
  

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to 

you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those 
who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way 
that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick 
and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy 

and employment. 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering 
may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at 
Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to 

confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this  
emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them 

strength, generosity and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern 

and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may 

find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of 
those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by 

farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and  
stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar 

tragedies from occurring in the future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the 
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate  
countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in 

prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will 
stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely 

resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves,  

O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

© Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 
APPRECIATION DINNER 

 

We miss all of you!!!  We will miss you dear volunteers for our annual volunteer dinner. 

We will miss being together, our laughing and chatting together, prizes, tiramisu and desserts. Fr. Pietro 
decided long ago before this pandemic started to offer Chick Fil-A waffle potato fries for everybody…

yummy.  He saved his money, hum…? 

Nevertheless Fr. Pietro be ready, since your offer still stands for the next one yeah…. 

COVID19 and the shelter in place order have certainly changed all of that. But it certainly does not 
change the fact that we have many volunteers who help us each and every day here at the Church and 
the School. We could not do what we do without you.  We are very disappointed that we are not able to 
celebrate you this spring with our annual Appreciation Dinner.  We are so grateful for all of you and 
we look forward to the day (hopefully soon) that we will see you all again, Volunteering in the  

parish office, at the Mass, funeral, catechism, school and the many other ministries we have. 

The purpose of the Appreciation’s Dinner is well described in the 1998 Apostolic Exhortation on the  
Vocation and Mission of the lay Faithful in the Church and the World, Christifideles Laici 34 written by 
Pope Saint John Paul II “the formation of mature ecclesial communities, in which the faith might radiate and 
fulfill the basic meaning of adherence to the person of Christ and his Gospel, of an encounter and  

sacramental communion with him, and of an existence lived in charity and in service. 

The lay faithful have their part to fulfill in the formation of these ecclesial communities, not only through an 
active and responsible participation in the life of the community, in other words, through a testimony that 
only they can give, but also through a missionary zeal and activity towards the many people who still do 

not believe and who no longer live the faith received at Baptism.”  

In this educational path of Stewardship as a Way of Life we wish you peace, health of mind and body. 
We are praying in this month of the Holy Rosary for all of you during this extraordinary time for 

health, peace and God’s grace. 

Your Pastor Fr. Ettore Ferrario and the church and school staff. 



 

 

The new Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting (CBAR) service 
became operational Monday, March 16. The Bishops of 
the United States approved the national reporting system 
following Pope Francis’ May 2019 apostolic letter, Vos 
estis lux mundi (“You are the light of the world”), to 
address the issue of sexual abuse and bishop 
accountability in the global Catholic Church.   
CBAR is one way to report allegations, operated by 
Convercent, Inc., an independent, third party entity that 
provides intake services to private institutions for reports 
of sensitive topics such as sexual harassment, through a 
secure, confidential, and professional platform. Individuals 
may make a report by accessing ReportBishopAbuse.org 
or calling (800) 276-1562. Reports are taken 24 hours a 
day in English and Spanish.  More information may be 

found at archspm.org/ReportBishopAbuse.  

CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE  
REPORTING SYSTEM  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

Do to the Corona virus and the State of 
Minnesota shelter in place, the parish office is 
not open to the public. Connie will be in the 
office Monday-Friday from 8:30 to 2:00 pm. If 
you are in need of assistance or would like to 
drop off you envelope, please let her know and 
she will come to the door. If you should have a 
pastoral emergency after hours, please call the 
emergency number on the message.  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

If you have an email address and you have not 
received an email from the parish in the last month, 
please contact the Parish Office with your updated 
email address. Email is one of the fastest, cheapest 
and easiest ways for us to communicate with all of our 
parishioners. If you no longer have a landline 
telephone and use a cell phone, please contact the 
parish office with your current telephone number. 
Please help us serve you by providing your current 

email address and telephone number.  

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS & 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

MAY DAY ROSARY PROCESSION 

Sunday, May 3 
2:00 pm 

Live streamed Event 

Cathedral of St. Paul 
Due to Covid19, this event will be 
live streamed. This will not be a 

public gathering. 

The event will be live streamed on 
Facebook at the link below. The worship guide will be 
posted prior to the event. 
 

Go to the Cathedral of St. Paul Facebook page. 

Thank you to everyone that has made a pledge to the 
CSA. We have made and exceeded our goal this 
year, we have pledged $123,772. to this year’s cam-
paign.  If you have not yet made a pledge to the 
Catholic Service Appeal we encourage you to do so. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

 

Church of St. Peter Adoration & 

Confession Times: 
 

We will be offering  

Confession and Adoration every  

Tuesday  2:00-4:00pm. 

Thursday 2:00-4:00pm. 

Saturday 2:00-4:00pm. 

Sunday   2:00-4:00pm. 

Please come and join us.  

The Church of St Peter 

Follows the CDC’s Guidelines of having  

no more then 10 people in the building.  We also 

sanitize before, during and  

after each session.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please call the parish office with any prayer requests that 
you may have for those who are sick. Please know that you  
must have permission from the person that you are request-
ing prayers for. We are publishing these on our website. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of May 3 - May 10, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Mick Stroeing  
      10:30 AM †Jack Glass 
                    6:00 PM  Church of St. Peter Parish 
Monday:  8:00 AM †Joe Raleigh 
Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Stephen Hovey 
Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Dayton & Josephine Kjonaas 
                    6:00 PM   Victims of Abuse 
Thursday:      8:00 AM †Paula Thomas 
Friday:  8:00 AM †Karen Pickar 
                    9:30 AM †Peggy Douglas 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †CCW & CWA Cameroon 
                    4:00 PM †Gary Gardner 
Sunday:  8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 
      10:30 AM †Leo Olson 
                    6:00 PM  Church of St. Peter Parish 

These  intentions are being honored 
by the priests at their daily Mass 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of April 26 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $7,207. 

Total Amount Collected for Week $26,087. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $16,144. 

  

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,056,582. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,012,392. 

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget 4.36% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $44,190. 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $18,880. 

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improvement 
Fund balance after the HVAC project is 

 
$64,211.49 

 
Donations Received as of April 26, 2020:  

 

Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

 

Please consider donating online to help us continue our 

ministries. To donate online, click "Donate Now" on our 

parish website or go to giving.parishsoft.com/app/

giving/stpetersnsp.org or try our new text to give 

option, text “Give” to 651-240-6260.  

Readings for the week of May 3, 2020 
Sunday:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4,    
    5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  
Monday:  Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf.    
    3a]/Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7  
    [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6    
    and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25  
    and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab   
    [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday:  Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4    
    [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 
Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19     
    [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

With the coronavirus there are new attempts! 

The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text scam. 
Using Priest, Principal or a staff members name the 
scammer will create a new email address or text, contact 
the staff members, parishioners, or volunteers via email 
or text and then ask for a favor, money or gift cards. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  

 

If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff Peterson, 
jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the North St. Paul 
Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. In the case of 
any email or text asking for funds or appearing to be 
suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO CONTACT THE PERSON 
DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT 
IS AUTHENTIC.  

Walking with Christ 
4th Sunday of Easter  

 

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized, every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ…”Acts 2:38  

The word “repent” 
means to turn from sin, 
t o  c h a n g e  o u r 
actions.  Change that is 
permanent comes from 
within.  It requires 
prayer, discipline and 
perseverance.  Change 

is also hard.  We have to recognize that we are 
broken and need help.  The good news - we are not 
alone in our journey.  Ask Jesus daily for guidance and 

patiently listen for his response.   

What is he telling you this week?  

http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp
http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp
mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org

