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On the Destruction of St. Junipero Serra Statue 

Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone 

June 20, 2020  

What is happening to our society?  A renewed national movement to heal memories and correct the injustices of 

racism and police brutality in our country has been hijacked by some into a movement of violence, looting and van-

dalism.  The toppling and defacing of statues in Golden Gate Park, including that of St. Junipero Serra, have be-

come the latest example.  The memorialization of historic figures merits an honest and fair discussion as to how and 

to whom such honor should be given.  But here, there was no such rational discussion; it was mob rule, a troubling 

phenomenon that seems to be repeating itself throughout the country. 

  

Everyone who works for justice and equality joins in the outrage of those who have been and continue to be op-

pressed.  It is especially true that followers of Jesus Christ – Christians – are called to work tirelessly for the dignity 

of all human beings.  This is a cornerstone of our faith.  Our dear city bears the name of one of history’s most iconic 

figures of peace and goodwill: St. Francis of Assisi.  For the past 800 years, the various Franciscan orders of broth-

ers, sisters and priests that trace their inspiration back to him have been exemplary of not only serving, but identify-

ing with, the poor and downtrodden and giving them their rightful dignity as children of God.  St. Junipero Serra is 

no exception. 

  

St. Serra made heroic sacrifices to protect the indigenous people of California from their Spanish conquerors, espe-

cially the soldiers.  Even with his infirmed leg which caused him such pain, he walked all the way to Mexico City to 

obtain special faculties of governance from the Viceroy of Spain in order to discipline the military who were abus-

ing the Indians.  And then he walked back to California.  And lest there be any doubt, we have a physical reminder 

to this day: everywhere there is a presidio (soldiers’ barracks) associated with a mission in the chain of 21 missions 

that he founded, the presidio is miles away from the mission itself and the school.  St. Junipero Serra also offered 

them the best thing he had: the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ, which he and his fellow Franciscan friars did 

through education, health care, and training in the agrarian arts. 

  

All of this is not to deny that historical wrongs have occurred, even by people of good will, and healing of memo-

ries and reparation is much needed.  But just as historical wrongs cannot be righted by keeping them hidden, neither 

can they be righted by re-writing the history.  Anger against injustice can be a healthy response when it is that 

righteous indignation which moves a society forward.  But as Christ himself teaches, and St. Francis modeled, love 

and not rage is the only answer. 

# # # 
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FIRST HOLY  
COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the children who 
received their First Communion June 
13th and 14th!  As the Catholic 
Church celebrated the  
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ, 33 of our 
children received their First Holy 
Communion.   
 
Please join us in congratulating these 
children as they begin a new 
journey with Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  
 
 
 

 
Jonah Beissel      Noah Bert            Evelyn Borscheid        Abram Cooper          
Noah Eberhardt          August Ehrenberg      Cole Funkhouser       Genevieve Hastreiter 
Cecilia Heintz      Aurora Jungels       Ryan Lothian         Ann-Stacy Macha 
Pearl Maibin           Nicholas Marich           Barry-James McKee   Angelo Moggia 
Ephrem Odell      Evelyn O’Hare        Ithan Perez Larin        Leah Ponsolle 
Anna Rogers           Magdalene Sinn      Teagan Slagle         Ethan Smejkal 
Evan Smejkal      Sophia Stansell           Ella Sturgis              Kayla Tatro  
Lydia Tepe           Kate Tetuh            Madelyn Wagner        Gilbert Wainio 
Emmaline Williamson 
 
 

 
 
Many thanks to our catechists and 
assistants: Richelle Peterson, 
Nicole McKee, Jenna Williamson, 
Rose and Tom Carlson, Mason 
Syring, Kate Koehn, Faith 
Formation assistant Jennifer 
Greger; Fr. Daniele, Fr. Ettore 
and Fr. Pietro, Dcn. Bob and Dcn. 
Eric, and Giacomo.  Special 
thanks to the many youth and 
adults who volunteered during the 
rehearsals and Masses. Your gift 
of time was a beautiful example 
of the Kingdom of God in action.  
  
 
Barb Waldorf, CGS Coordinator 

 



 

 

Dear Parishioners and visitors, 
As you know we are missionary priests belonging to the Fraternity of 
Saint Charles Borromeo, and as such we are asked to go and serve 
wherever our superiors assign us. “Go out to all nations”, Christ told his 
disciples (Mt 28:19). And I repeat to you: «“Go out to all the world 
and bring the truth, the beauty and the peace that meet in Christ 
redeemer”»; pope Saint John Paul II said on September 29th, 1984 to 
the Movement of “Communion and Liberation.” 
A couple of weeks ago we learnt with surprise and sadness that Fr. 
Daniele has been reassigned to a different mission, and therefore he 
will go back to Italy at the end of July.  
Of course, we are incredibly sad to see Daniele leave, but we know 
that these three years in North Saint Paul have been a blessing for him 
and for all of us. 
While we pray that God may abundantly bless Fr. Daniele in his new assignment, we are super 
grateful to our superiors as they asked another priest to join our mission here and continue the good 
work began by Fr. Daniele. Father Stefano will be the next parochial vicar in charge of Faith 
Formation working with our outstanding Faith Formation assistant Jennifer Greger and CGS 
Coordinator Barb Waldorf. 
It is with a heart filled with joy that we would like to welcome Fr. Stefano Colombo (See short bio) 
to Saint Peter’s community. Fr. Stefano will join our mission July 7th.  
Please pray for Frs. Daniele and Stefano as they take another step in their journey as missionary 
priests! 
Be on the lookout as we are planning a social distance party for Fr. Daniele, Fr. Stefano, and 
Giacomo! 
 
Fr. Pietro Rossotti, local responsible of the F.S.C.B at the Church of St Peter 

 
Fr. Stefano Colombo 

 

Fr. Stefano Colombo, 56 y.o. born in Legnano, Italy near Milan. 

After studying economics and working for several years, he joined the 

Fraternity of St. Charles Borromeo and completed his priestly 

formation in 1998, was ordained a priest in 1999. 

His first assignment was Mexico City where he worked as a parish 

assistant and a teacher in high school. 

In 2002 he came to the US, as the assistant for the Hispanic 

community at St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in Hyattsville, MD first and 

then teaching theology and social studies at Georgetown Visitation 

Preparatory School. 

In 2008 he completed his Master's degree in Medieval History at the Catholic University of the 

Americas, in Washington DC, and began teaching social studies, history, and theology at Cristo Rey 

Boston. 

In 2013 Fr. Colombo became the Parish Administrator of St. Clement Parish in Medford, MA. 

 

 



 

 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please continue to pray for  
Marta Jensen and Andrew Lasch   
who were  married this weekend. 

 
SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND  

 

PETER’S PENCE / THE HOLY FATHER 
 

Make history and join us for the first 
ever Steubenville LIVE! While we know 
that nothing can quite match the energy 
and emotion felt during a Steubenville 
Conference weekend, we are hoping this 
opportunity can deepen your faith and 
the faith of those around you! Experience 
Hope Alive at the very first virtual 
S t e u b e n v i l l e  Y o u t h 

Conference, Steubenville Live!  Go to https://www.partnershipforyouth.org/virtual-steubenville
-conference/ for more information and registration 

STEUBENVILLE LIVE 

 
Deacon Bob Bisciglia 

 
Deacon Bob has filled many Pastoral Ministry roles over the years at the Church of St Peter. You were and are still 
a great help in introducing us to the parishioners and the history of this vibrant parish. You have been a great help 
in slowly but surely helping us to better understand the Minnesota culture here at the church. You have shared 
clearly your joy and concerns with us priests and I am grateful for that.  
 

If you recall, last fall Deacon Bob had decided to begin scaling back the hours he was working here at the 
Church of St. Peter. Over the past few months Deacon Bob has settled into a regular role of caring for the elderly 
in Homebound and Assisted Living Centers. 
 

During this time of the pandemic, it has been extremely challenging for Deacon Bob and the clergy to meet the 
needs of our elderly parishioners. With things beginning to open somewhat, Deacon Bob is back focusing on 
bringing communion/visiting Homebound and Assisted Living Centers. 
 

He will continue to focus on Homebound and the communion to the elderly 10 hours per week starting July 
2020. 
 

Outside of his Deacon duties, the remainder of the things Deacon Bob was responsible for are being absorbed by: 
 Wedding Coordination: Father Pietro with the assistance of Meri Jo Tepe. 
 Funeral coordination, Baptisms & classes schedule, monthly prayer list for those who are sick, and bus 

service (temporary suspended due to COVID-2019 until December 2020):  
      Connie Roering - Assistant to the Pastor. 
 Diaconia temporary on Jeff Peterson. 
 

Deacon Bob will continue to do diaconal hours at St Peter assisting Masses and a monthly homily. Please in order to 
avoid confusion in duties Deacon Bob is available for Homebound and communion to the elderly. His office time 
will be limited to 10 hours per week. The days and hours will be communicated soon. 
 

We are so grateful for all of Deacon Bob’s dedication over the years here at the Church of St. Peter. We are 
blessed to have a man who has dedicated his life to giving his time to the work of our Lord. We are happy that 
Deacon Bob will fulfill all the needs of our elderly and homebound parishioners and continue to be the assigned 
deacon at St Peter. 

In Christ, Fr. Ettore Ferrario F.S.C.B. 

https://www.partnershipforyouth.org/virtual-steubenville-conference/
https://www.partnershipforyouth.org/virtual-steubenville-conference/


 

 

ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

 

Excerpt from Natalie Esboldt’s Commencement Speech 

From the young age of three years old, I have been a member of St. Peter 

Catholic School! Eleven years of having the privilege of entering this building. 

This has been the start of my formation of the person I aim to be and a place I 

would not only call school but also family. The mission of St. Peter Catholic 

School is to form students into critical thinkers, virtuous leaders, and living saints.  

[...] We have become critical thinkers. In this day and age, we are bombarded 

by so many ideas and beliefs; some true and some false. It’s easy to fall into the trap of believing 

whatever we are told, taking everything to be truth without questioning. However, throughout our years at 

St. Peter, we have cultivated a solid foundation of critical thinking. From reading and comprehending 

difficult texts in seminar, to defending ideas with solid arguments, to developing scientific hypotheses, St. 

Peter, every day, nourishes our skills as critical thinkers. Being critical thinkers helps us live a life that gives 

glory to God through our decisions, thoughts, and words. 

We have become virtuous leaders. For me, this has meant being kind to someone when nobody else is or 

sharing God’s Word when others don’t seem to approve. We have been given countless opportunities to 

become virtuous leaders at St. Peter’s. From buddy activities with younger students, to service jobs, to 

sharing about a virtue at our virtuous leadership assemblies, to simply raising our hands and answering a 

question. In every moment there is an opportunity, big or small, for us to grow as virtuous leaders. St. 

Peter has helped me grow in confidence not just as a leader, but a virtuous leader. 

In our time at St. Peter, we have been formed not only as critical thinkers and virtuous leaders but also as 

living saints. With many opportunities to grow and share my faith at St. Peter, I have made my faith 

something that is mine, and not just something inherited from my parents. From experiences of Extreme 

Faith Camp and Extreme Faith Camp Weekend, to weekly JPII and school masses, to opportunities for the 

quiet of adoration, to religion class. All of these experiences, big and small, have helped shape my faith. 

As I leave St. Peter, I know that I am leaving with confidence in my faith.  

All of this formation that I've been talking about doesn't happen automatically; it takes a lot of intentional 

work to get here. Throughout all of my years at St. Peter the teachers and staff have been true examples 

of virtuous leadership and I am so thankful. I would like to thank all of my coaches through sports and all 

of my orchestra teachers, not only have they taught me the basics of sports and instruments, but they have 

believed in me when I didn’t believe in myself, and taught me discipline and life skills. I would also like to 

thank my parents for choosing to send me to St. Peter. Being here has been a true blessing and it all goes 

back to my parents’ choice of sending me here. Finally, I would like to acknowledge and congratulate all 

of my classmates. [...] I have made some lifelong friends here at St. Peter and I am so lucky to be a part 

of this 8th grade class of 2020. 

 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of June 28 - July 5, 2020 

 
Sunday:  8:00 AM †Daniel Mardelle  and  
        Wayne Renstrom 
      11:00 AM  Church of St. Peter Parish 
                    6:00 PM †Karen Pickar 
Monday:  8:00 AM †Anna and Don Jestel 
Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Joe Raleigh 
Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Robert Hovey 
Thursday:   8:00 AM †Stephany and Edward Smendzuik  
Friday:  8:00 AM  Reparation for offenses against  
        the Holy Eucharist  
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Stephen Bleess 
    4:00 PM †Deacon Bob O’Connor 
Sunday:  8:00 AM †Donald Ethier 
      11:00 AM †Jack Myers  
    6:00 PM  Church of St. Peter Parish 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of June 21 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $12,971. 

Total Amount Collected for Week $21,428. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $26,499. 

  

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,225,216. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,182,878. 

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget 3.58% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $42,338. 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $8,458. 

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improvement 
Fund balance after the HVAC project is 

 
$75,176.49 

 
Donations Received as of June 21, 2020:  

 

Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

 

Please consider donating online to help us continue our 

ministries. To donate online, click "Donate Now" on our 

parish website or go to giving.parishsoft.com/app/

giving/stpetersnsp.org or try our new text to give 

option, text “Give” to 651-240-6260.  

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

With the coronavirus there are new attempts! 

The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text scam. 
Using Priest, Principal or a staff member’s name the 
scammer will create a new email address or text, contact 
the staff members, parishioners, or volunteers via email 
or text and then ask for a favor, money or gift cards. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  

 

If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff Peterson, 
jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the North St. Paul 
Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. In the case of 
any email or text asking for funds or appearing to be 
suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO CONTACT THE PERSON 
DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT 
IS AUTHENTIC.  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

The office will be closed on Monday, June 
29, for the Solemnity of St. Peter and Paul.  
 

There will be Mass at 8:00am. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Monday thru Saturday  8:00 AM   

Sunday Mass Schedule  

Saturday, 4:00 PM  

Sunday,  8:00 AM, 11:00 AM  Live streaming Mass, 6:00 PM 

Confession/Adoration:  

Thursday, 2:00-4:00 PM 

Adoration or personal prayer in the church 

Confession Only:   

Saturday, 9:00-11:00 AM 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of 
Rosalind Kelly whose funeral was celebrated this past 

week. 
 

TODAY after the 11:00 am Mass we would like to cel-
ebrate Fr. Ettore’s 15th Anniversary of his ordination 
to the Priesthood.       
Please join us for a brief gathering with  sandwiches 
and cake outside by the playground.  
It is also the Anniversary of Fr. Pietro, June 20, (11 
years) and Fr. Daniele, June 22, (7years). 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp
http://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stpetersnsp
mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org


 

 


