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As our parish community reflects together on prayer as a form – or perhaps the root – of 
stewardship, we find ourselves met and encouraged by God himself, who inspired the 
Psalmist to write: “The LORD is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in 
truth.” (Ps. 145:18)  
 
The steward was the second in command of a great feudal lord, in the Middle Ages, if 
he was directly in the service of the king, he was essentially his prime minister. We could 
call him a servant in the same sense we call governors or presidents “civil servants”. 
 
A faithful and useful servant must know his Lord and represent his will, his desires, and 
commands, or otherwise consult him promptly. With God this may sometimes seem to be 
a problem “for my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways” as the 
Prophet Isaiah writes in this Sunday’s liturgy of the Word.  So, Isaiah suggests: “Seek the 
LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.” (Is 55:6) 
 
But these similes are limited in their scope and do not describe fully the type of relation-
ship God seeks, especially God as revealed by Jesus: God as Father, God as brother 
and friend who lays down his life for his friends (see Jn 15:13). 
 
In this way we can begin to understand better what prayer is and the purpose it serves 
according to Christ: it definitely directs action: going back to the simile of the steward, 
prayer can be seen as the moment when the steward and his king confer and decide a 
course of action. This may seem very cut and dry, but we all know how important these 
moments are for the daily life of a family, a parish, a business. Through these conversa-
tions the fabric of a good, productive life is woven together. Any relationship, human or 
divine, is made of such moments, so practical and, at the same time, so full of the love 
and friendship that can make our life fruitful. 
 
Only in such conversations, in the relationship with the Lord, our daily actions become an 
integral part of the great work of the Kingdom. Only in such encounters, life becomes 
aware of its eternal scope and the hidden beauty of our daily work can be seen and 
appreciated.  
 
Any kind of human work, any human condition can be offered, as the parable of the 
eleventh hour workers beautifully points out: since in the end what matters is our relation-
ship with the Lord, coming only late to work for the Kingdom does not go unrewarded, 
because the reward, we discover, is in the relationship with the Lord himself.   

 

Fr. Stefano Colombo 
Parochial Vicar and Faith Formation Coordinator 



 

 

As the Church of St. Peter embraces Stewardship of Prayer, we invite you to consider joining the 
Archdiocese for a series of virtual prayer retreats. The first one “Praying with Scripture” video 
was available Sept. 13. Subsequent videos will be posted each Sunday. Videos will also be 
streamed on Facebook and YouTube at 7 p.m. each Tuesday for the duration of the five-week se-
ries. The videos and resources can be accessed in two ways: 1) Download the myParish app and 
search for “Archdiocesan Synod,” OR 2) sign up at https://eva.us/archspm-fall20 for weekly 
emails during the fall series and receive links to the videos, a prayer outline, and prayer compan-
ion. 

Weekly themes: 

Sept. 13 Prayer is a personal relationship with God 

Sept. 20 How to listen to God in our hearts 

Sept. 27 Conversation with God: acknowledge, relate, receive, respond 

Oct. 4 Discernment of spirits: consolation and desolation 

Oct. 11 Overcoming obstacles 

View This Week's Video on Prayer 

The series has three components: five videos, talk outlines with discussion questions, and prayer 
companions. Archbishop Hebda and Bishop Cozzens teach the series, and videos will include 
testimonials from Catholics throughout the archdiocese. 
Based on the information already gathered in the Prayer and Listening Events, as well as the 
information gathered for the Ad Limina visit with Pope Francis in January, and the results of 
the Disciple Marker Index, Archbishop Hebda has discerned the initial set of focus areas for 
the Archdiocesan Synod. Those areas will set the parameters for discussions at the deanery 
and parish levels: 
 
1. Forming parishes that are in the service of evangelization 
2. Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’s love and respond to his call 
3. Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young 
See details below, and read more in The Catholic Spirit. 
 
For those who would like to follow the series in a group with family or friends, talk outlines with 
discussion questions will be provided for each talk. In addition, 25 written prayer companions 
will be provided for use in prayer throughout the five-week series, each containing a Scripture 
passage with a guided reflection. The videos and materials will be translated and provided in 
Spanish. 

 

STEWARDSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE 
STEWARDSHIP OF PRAYER 

"I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly"   
John 10:10.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOEJpFWcEYEL44nGKX-lqA?utm_source=Parish+Life&utm_campaign=049e4d4186-weekof53120_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7780a48117-049e4d4186-
https://www.archspm.org/synod/?utm_source=Parish+Life&utm_campaign=049e4d4186-weekof53120_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7780a48117-049e4d4186-


 

 

“Politics, though often denigrated, remains a lofty 
vocation and one of the highest forms of charity, 
inasmuch as it seeks the common good.”  
- Pope Francis, [205] - The Joy of the Gospel. 

Jason Adkins, ESQ. executive director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference will be at 

the Church of St Peter for a live conference on “Faithfull Steward: Politics and The 

Common Good 
Mr. Adkins has served as the executive director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference 

since March 2011. Prior to his advocacy work for the Church, Jason was a attorney at the Institute for Justice, a 
public interest law firm. Jason has clerked for both state and federal appellate judges, and received his law 
degree from the University of Minnesota Law School, where he has served as an adjunct professor. He holds 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of St. Thomas (Minnesota), and resides in Saint Paul with 
his family. 
 
- October 1st 2020 Fellowship Hall 
- 6:30 p.m. 
- Entrance E1 door - ONLY 

- We will do our best to provide the streaming of the conference. More details about the streaming to be given. 

Please R.S.V.P. to Connie at 894-614. By Monday, September 27, 2020. We will follow the CDC’s Guidelines of 

social distancing and wearing of a face mask. 

 

“THE ROLE OF POLITICS IN THE MODERN WORLD” 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF  
OUR PATRON,  

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 
 
The Priests of the Fraternity of St Charles 
Borromeo would like to invite you to their annual 
St. Charles Borromeo Dinner, Saturday, 
November 7, 2020 at 5:30 pm in O'Reilley Hall. 

 

As all Covid-19 protocol requirements remain in place, we intend to have a moment of joyful 
celebration and a short presentation on the life of our fraternity with all our friends and 
parishioners who share our life and mission at St. Peter’s. 
  

Capacity: 150 people maximum and first come first served.  

Entrance from E1 door.  
 

Please RSVP by October 26 with Connie, our assistant to the Pastor, by  phone: 651. 894-6141 or 
by email at croering@stpetersnsp.org  
 
Unfortunately, we will not be able, in the present situation, to offer child-care, though infants and 
children from middle school age on may attend.  

mailto:croering@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

Pope Francis has requested us to have 
a second collection for the Holy Land.  

This is a small gesture 
of solidarity that the 
whole Church is called 
to make in order to 
support through the 
Custody of the Holy 
Land, The Christian 
communities that are in 
the Holy Land and 

feel the weight and also the glory of the Cross of Jesus 
on the their shoulders.  
 

This collection would have taken place during our 
Good Friday services. Since we did not celebrate 
public Mass at that time we have been asked to have 
a collection now.  
 

      HOLY LAND ON OCTOBER 3RD.  

SECOND COLLECTION     

OCTOBER 3, 2020 
“For if we live, we live for 
the Lord, and if we die, we 
die for the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or die, we 
are the Lord’s.” – Romans 

14:8 

This is the essence of 
stewardship – everything 
we have and everything 

we are is a gift from God.  We aren’t 
“owners” of anything, we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts that God has given us, 
especially our very own lives.  Pray to God, 
daily, and ask Him how He is calling you to live 

the life that He intended for you.  
 

What will you do to make room for prayer 

this week? 

LIVING WITH CHRIST 

Our parish has made plans for RCIA instruction 
sessions to begin again this Fall.  It is important 
to continue to provide instruction and 
sacramental preparation for those who want to 
join the Catholic Church or for Catholics who 
have not received the sacraments of 
Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist, or Confirmation. 
Please contact the parish office (651-777-
8304) to seek more information or to have 
Nick and Peggy John call you back for an 
initial meeting.   

RCIA 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE: 
SECOND COLLECTION FOR OUR 

SISTER PARISH IN PARAGUAY 
Thank you for your 
generous support 
of our sister parish 
in Paraguay. Due 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 
number of families 
in need has in-
creased substan-
tially at the Cristo 

Redentor Catholic Church and St. Anthony School. The 
ongoing support through prayer and treasure allows 
Fr Miguel to continue his mission in providing assistance 
to the school children with supplies and tuition as well 
as feeding those who are less fortunate in the parish 
and surrounding communities. Your generous support 
of $2335.00 will assist  with continuing to feed the 
hungry, provide medical & dental care and assist with 
keeping the school open.  
 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink"  Matthew 25:42 
 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 

Fr Miguel and the Paraguay Committee 



 

 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2020—3:00 pm EST 

FAITH FORMATION - STARTING SOON 

It's not too late to register your children. Please see the Education section of our website or the rack in the 

Gathering Space for the calendar, specifics about each course, and registration information. Catechists will be 

available for questions following all Masses for the next two weeks - look for us outside! Informational sessions for 

students and parents are coming up soon: 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (preschool-grade 3, including St. Peter School students preparing for First 

Reconciliation and First Communion) – Wednesday, Sept 23, 6-7:30pm 

 Grades 4 & 5 Faith Formation – Wednesday, Sept 30, 6-7:30 

 Confirmation (including St. Peter School students) – Wednesday, Sept 30, 6-7:30 

  

Questions or concerns? Contact Fr. Stefano, Faith Formation Coordinator, 

at scolombo@stpetersnsp.org or Jennifer, Faith Formation Assistant 

at jgreger@stpetersnsp.org or call the Parish Office 651-779-8304. Scholarships are 

readily available. 

mailto:scolombo@stpetersnsp.org
mailto:jgreger@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of September 20 - September 27, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Carol O’Shea  

                10:30 AM †George Sinn 

    6:00 PM   Church of St. Peter 

Monday:       8:00 AM   Reparation for Offenses Against  

         the Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Louis Wojtowicz 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Leonard Sears   

Friday:  8:00 AM †Shirley Leingang 

    9:30 AM   School children only 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Louis Haak       

    4:00 PM †Donald Ethier 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   Church of St. Peter 

      10:30 AM  †Bob Pogue Jr. 

    6:00 PM  †Joe Raleigh 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of Sep. 13 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $5,667.  

Total Amount Collected for Week $17,704.  

Amount Budgeted for Week $17,621.  

  

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $219,954.  

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $224,119.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -1.86%  

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($4,165.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $12,038.  

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improvement 
Fund balance after the HVAC project is 

 
Donations Received as of September 13, 2020:  

 

$80,107.27  
 

Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the  

repose of the souls of Dorthea Stolz, Virginia 

Flaherty, Gregory Flaherty, and Mark Flaherty whose 

funerals were celebrated this past week.   
 

If you are planning on 
celebrating your marriage here 
at Saint Peter, please advise us at 
least 9 months in advance. To 
assist you at the start of this 

vocation, you are required to attend three pre
-marriage information sessions here at Saint 
Peter. There is a substantial amount of 
information that will be beneficial and 
therefore we request both of you to be 
present. 
The next sessions are: 

Saturday, October 3, 2020, 8am – 2pm 
(lunch provided) 

Saturday, October 17, 2020, 8am – 11am 
Saturday, November 7, 2020, 8am – 11 am  

 
We will meet in person, in accordance with the 
guidelines of the CDC 
 

*Zoom option is available 
Questions e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE 

I invite you to join me on the front lawn of our 
state capitol on Saturday, September 26 for a 
non-partisan, ecumenical Day of Prayer and 
Repentance from 7:00am to 7:00pm.  The 
event is being organized by State Representa-
tives Julie Sandstede (Hibbing) and Tim Miller 
(Prinsburg), in conjunction with similar gather-
ings taking place across the nation, including at 
the National Mall in Washington, DC, to ask 
God for his help and healing during these tur-
bulent times.   Additional information on this 
event can be found here:  https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/day-of-prayer-and-
repentance-tickets-115109305030. 
Bishop Cozzens 

mailto:wedding@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/day-of-prayer-and-repentance-tickets-115109305030
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/day-of-prayer-and-repentance-tickets-115109305030
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/day-of-prayer-and-repentance-tickets-115109305030


 

 


