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THE TRUE “AMERICAN DREAM” 
THE LIFE OF THE NORTH AMERICAN MARTYRS 

 

 

Dear Parishioners and visitors, 

 

On Monday, October 19th, we celebrated the memorial of Saints Isaac Jogues, Jean de Brébeuf, and Companions, 

a group of martyrs commonly known as North American martyrs. Their lives are a beautiful example of 

stewardship. Indeed, the greatest stewardship is to give one’s own life so that Christ and the Church may be 

known.  

From 1642 to 1649, eight French Jesuits who had ventured to New France following the great tradition of their 

spiritual fathers, Ignatius of Loyola and Francis Xavier, would die martyrs in the course of the war that raged 

between two native tribes, the Hurons and the Iroquois. Jean de Brébeuf was the founder of the mission to the 

Hurons, a settlement-based people – in contrast to the other local tribes – with whom the Jesuits succeeded in 

coming into contact. Brébeuf was a tall and robust man, and the Native Americans, struck by his strength, 

nicknamed him “The Big Tree.” From his letters there emerges a figure who bore an extraordinary capacity to 

love, and who made a great effort to understand a group of men who were so different from him. For him it was 

essential to immerse oneself in the culture that one encountered, as he wrote: “We must love these people with 

our whole heart, looking on them as redeemed by the Blood of the Son of God, and as our brothers with 

whom we will be spending the rest of our lives.”  

At forty years of age, Brébeuf studied the Huron language, aware that without being able to communicate with 

the natives it would be impossible to convert them. He would come to edit the first dictionary of the Huron 

language, and translate many Christian prayers and songs, making use of images and concepts which could be 

understood by the natives. In a letter to his Jesuit brothers, he described their efforts in this way: “The Huron 

language will be your St. Thomas and your Aristotle; and clever man as you are, and speaking glibly among 

learned and capable persons, you must make up your mind to be for a long time mute among the Indians.” 

Brébeuf considered the wonder which the Native Americans felt before the beauty of the universe to be a bridge 

for discovering God: “[The natives] have recourse to the Sky in almost all their necessities, and respect the 

great bodies in it above all creatures, and find in it in particular something divine. Indeed, the Sky is, after 

man, the most vivid image we have of Divinity; there is nothing which represents Him to us so clearly; we 

remark God’s omnipotence in all the prodigious effects they cause here below, God’s immensity in their vast 

extent, God’s wisdom in the order of their movements, God’s goodness in the benign influences they shed 

continually over all creatures, and God’s beauty in the Sun and in the aspect of the Stars. I say this to show 

how easy it will be, with time and divine aid, to lead these Peoples to the knowledge of their Creator, since 

they already honor so especially a creature which is so perfect an image of Him.”  

The efforts of these Jesuits were made more difficult by the smallpox epidemic which decimated the Hurons during 

these years. A more serious obstacle was war. The Iroquois, bitter enemies of the Hurons, waged a bloody war 

which lasted for many years and which led to the capture and death of many Hurons and Jesuit missionaries. 

When Brébeuf was captured by the Iroquois, his strength, indestructible hope, and ability to support his fellow 

prisoners surprised and infuriated the Iroquois, who tortured him for a long time before killing him along with a 

companion.  

 

Dear parishioners, may the faith, hope, and charity of the north American martyrs guide us today, so that we may 

like them bring Christ to all those we encounter. 

 

Fr. Pietro Rossotti, F.S.C.B. 



 

 

Faithful Steward: Politics and the Common Good 
 

 
“Politics, according to the Social Doctrine of the Church, is one of the highest forms of charity, because it serves the 
common good.” - Pope Francis, Daily Homily of September 16, 2013. 

 

When Jason Adkins, Executive Director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference, shared the above quote during his 
talk at our parish, I have to admit, my first reaction was to scoff.  Modern American politics feels very far removed 
from charity and seeking the common good these days. 

 

But dwelling on what Pope Francis says, and what Mr. Adkins shared, I am able to see that they are looking 
toward the idea of politics rather than how some may apply it.  And Catholics of good will are called to get 
involved, forming political practice into what the Church envisions it to be: a tool for promoting human dignity and 
advancing the common good.  It is our responsibility, and Mr. Adkins laid out three steps a Catholic should take 
when engaging in the political sphere: We must form our conscience, work to effectively make a difference, and 
ensure our activity is relational not confrontational.   

 

Forming our conscience is critical.  We do this through prayer certainly, but also through study. Scripture and the 
Catechism, papal encyclicals and documents from our bishops, each of these and more inform the Catholic social 
teaching regarding how society should take shape.  A well-formed conscience has to consider each of these.  And, 
as Mr. Adkins notes, if your conscience disagrees with Church teaching, you may want to “check your math.”   

 

But, as Mr. Adkins notes, a well-formed conscience does not accomplish much for society unless it can be directed 
effectively.  Prudence, justice, and temperance are critical in pursuing actions that can enact what our conscience 
calls for.  This is often what is maddening about our American political system: we are forced to choose between 
candidates and parties that never completely uphold the totality of what we as a Church value.  Mr. Adkins noted 
that this means that if we as Catholics find ourselves completely comfortable in one party or the other, we once 
again need to “check our math.” 

 

Striving for effectiveness also encourages us to look closer to home.  National politics sucks up all the attention, but 
city councils, state legislatures, and school boards likely have more direct impact on your daily life and the common 
good of your community.  Directing our energies in politics to where we can do the most good is essential. 

 

Even at the local levels however, Mr. Adkins last instruction is becoming increasingly challenging.  As Catholics, we 
must see the God-given dignity in every individual, even (or perhaps especially) those with whom we disagree 
politically.  The current state of politics does not seem to accommodate this type of charity and goodwill, but we 
Catholics must serve as a counter-example. 

 

And that was one of Mr. Adkins overarching points: politics is a place of evangelization.  The Church calls us to 
bring our faith to the public arena.  This is more than simply in the voting booth, but in public too.  We should write 
letters to the editor, we should contact our representatives, we should participate in marches or demonstrations for 
appropriate causes, we should put ourselves forward as candidates for office.  

 

And through all of this, we should pray; pray for elected officials (whether we voted for them or not), pray for 
those participating in politics in less visible roles, and pray for each of us that we come together in our communities 
and rediscover the common good as a goal for society. 

 

Josh Hengemuhle - Parishioner, Synod Ambassador Team Member 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 



 

 

ST. PETER SCHOOL 

St. Peter Catholic School experiences ABUNDANCE thanks to YOUR Time and Talent… 
 
It is easy to quickly think how one’s stewardship of 
financial resources can support and give life to the 
mission of our parish and school. It is important to 
realize though that the gift of time and talent is a 
quiet and sustaining gift to ensure St. Peter Catholic 
School can experience the abundance of on-campus 
education at this moment of challenge. 
We have dozens of volunteers each year that 
regularly give of their time and talent to support our 
school. These men and women help make a robust 
curriculum possible by providing needed support to 
our faculty and staff. Here are some of the gifts of 
time and talent we are receiving this year to lead to 
the abundance we experience: 
 

 The Toy Cleaning Brigade: a group of faithful 

parishioners who come in after school each day to 
clean PK and K toys. Increased cleaning and 
sanitizing regimens place what could be a 
significant time commitment on teachers, but this 
group of happy helpers has given their time to 
alleviate this task so our teachers can focus on other duties. 

 

 The Happy Librarians: every year we have a crew of librarians who cultivate a love of reading in students by 

giving them a chance to check out books, learn about authors, and of course play Book Bingo. We are so 
appreciative of this gift of time and talent every year! This year because of the age restrictions we are 
following for volunteers we have a smaller crew who continue to carry on this important work. We look 
forward to having the WHOLE team reunited as soon as possible. 

 

 Service with a Smile: we have dedicated lunch room and kitchen volunteers who assist with serving lunch to our 
students to make sure we can do so in a safe and efficient way. Thank you for this gift of time. 

 

 Parents, our teammates!: Our parent community has committed their time in monitoring the health of their 

children with daily checks this year. They have committed time to bring children to and from school with a 
limited bus schedule and waited in the car line so joyfully. They have supported our Marathon efforts by giving 
time to walk with a class or helping their child at home reach out to friends and family to secure donations. 
They have given their time and talent in supporting students who are Distance Learning maybe because of 
quarantine or increased precaution and helped them solve math problems or write essays. Of course, as 
parents these things are the work of raising children, but this year more than ever there is an increased 
demand on their time and talent we are asking for in order to educate our children together. 

 

 No, it isn’t a “she-shed”: Perhaps you have seen the new building on the playground. That is our new shed to 

support the outdoor curriculum of our PK program. Thank you to those who gave of their time and significant 
talent to design and build our new shed. 

 
These are just some examples of ways in which parishioners, families, and friends of the school are good stewards 
of their time and talent at the benefit of our ability to live out our mission to form students into critical thinkers, 
virtuous leaders, and living saints. God bless these abundant gifts and those who give them generously.  
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way here 
at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to come 
together as a community in prayer each week. 
Prayer is essential to being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Starting this week, we ask all parishioners to 
pray for the weekly parish prayer intention. A 
suggested prayer for the intention would be the 
Prayer Before an Election is listed below. 

This week's prayer intention is: 
America / Leaders 

Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to 
better understand the issues and concerns that 
confront our city/state/country, and how the 
Gospel compels us to respond as faithful citizens in 
our community. We ask for eyes that are free from 
blindness so that we might see each other as 
brothers and sisters, one and equal in dignity, 
especially those who are victims of abuse and 
violence, deceit and poverty. We ask for ears that 
will hear the cries of children unborn and those 
abandoned, men and women oppressed because of 
race or creed, religion or gender. We ask for minds 
and hearts that are open to hearing the voice of 
leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. 
We pray for discernment so that we may choose 
leaders who hear your Word, live your love, and 
keep in the ways of your truth as they follow in the 
steps of Jesus and his Apostles and guide us to your 
Kingdom of justice and peace. We ask this in the 
name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  ©2020 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  

Faith and Politics, Politics and Religion: Where do 
they Intersect? 

Politics – especially political elections – offer an 
opportunity to change our world, to look beyond 
personal interests and seek the welfare of all.  So how 
do we talk about the common good in a society 
divided by extreme partisan politics?  And, how are 
we guided in this task by our faith, by our religion? 
 

 Friday, October 30, Webinar presentation from 9:00
-11:00 a.m. Event is Free. Registration is required 
(register at least five days in advance of the event); 
please visit www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, 
call 320-363-3560, or email heologyday@csbju.edu to 
register. 

POLITICS & RELIGION WEBINAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Every day I will contemplate the 
faces of the Saints, to find peace in 

their words.”  

- Thursday Morning Prayer antiphon, Psalm 25 - Book 
of the Hour - H.A. Corporation 

 
Join us at the Church of St Peter for the 

All Saints Vigil. 
 

Date: Saturday October 31, 2020 
Time: 8:00 pm 

Where: Main church. 
What: Adoration and Litany of the Saints  

We will read and contemplate the Litany of 
the Saints from the Magnificat October 2020. 

 
Followed by a brief moment of fellowship in 

Fellowship Hall.  
 

Please RSVP to Connie Roering  
croering@stpetersnsp.org or call  

651-777-8304 and specify All Saints Vigil. 

ALL SAINTS VIGIL 

http://www.collegevillemn.com/theologyday
mailto:croering@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

Thank you for expressing your missionary 
spirit by offering gifts of support during 
World Mission Sunday. Our parish 
collected $1,084.52 to help bring the good 
news to small, young and often poor 
mission dioceses worldwide and to 
celebrate those missionaries who have 

chosen to be sent.  

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY THANK YOU 

LIVING WITH CHRIST 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 

with all your soul and with all your mind.”                

– Matthew 22:37 

Do you put other “gods” before God?  Is your love 
of money, power, status, comfort or some personal 
possession greater than your love for God?  Do you 
really recognize that everything you have and that 
everything you are is a gift from God?  The good 
news – it’s not too late to put God first in all things in 

your life. 

Reflect on the main gifts 
God's given you. Does 
He come first in all of 

those areas of your life? 

Sunday November 8, 2020 at 10 am  
Closing Mass of Thanksgiving 
With Bishop Andrew Cozzens 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
1 Lourdes Place 

Minneapolis MN 55414  

Registration is required and we have first dibs. 
Please RSVP to rachels@rvineyardmn.org  by 

October 25th.  
 

This mass will also be live-streamed. 

See Our Lady of Lourdes website for the link.   

20 YEARS RACHEL’S VINEYARD 

TWIN CITIES 

THE BOOK OF THE NAMES OF THE DEAD 

Tradition holds that The Book of the Names of the Dead is on display in the Gathering 
Space for the month of November. Due to the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese in 
limiting contact surfaces to reduce the spread of the virus, we will be limiting access to 
the book. The book will continue to be displayed in the Gathering Space for the month 
of November however parishioners will not be able to write in it. If you would like to 
add names of deceased family members or friends, you will need to contact Claire 

at the parish office either via email or phone call. If a name has been entered before, there is no need to         

re-enter, as prayers will be continued for them. 

The Knights of Columbus would like to 
thank all that donated to the Food Drive 
to Benefit the North St Paul Area Food 
Shelf, thanks to the generosity of all who 
donated 1500 pounds of food and 
monetary donations of $1500 were 

collected and taken to the food shelf.  

FOOD DRIVE THANK YOU 

 

mailto:rachels@rvineyardmn.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of October 25 - November 1, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Gregory Moris 

                10:30 AM †Dan Gibson 

     6:00 PM  Church of St. Peter 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Edward & Stephany Smendzuik 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Ilene Akre 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Priscilla Roering 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Kay Reber  

Friday:  8:00 AM †Willard Parenteau 

   9:30 AM  †Russell & Bernice Mitchell 
         (School children only) 

Saturday:  8:00 AM †Andrew & Mary Schmidt   

         4:00 PM †Bette Myers 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Mick Stroeing 

          10:30 AM  †Cathie & Pat O’Brien 

    6:00 PM    Church of St. Peter 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of Oct. 18 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $22,554.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $13,206.  

Amount Budgeted for Week $22,834. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $326,769. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $333,279.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -1.95% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($6,511.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $9,348. 

        WEDDING  

       ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   Please continue to pray for  

Samantha Nielsen and Anthony Joyer 

who were married this weekend 

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improvement 
Fund balance after the HVAC and Audio 

System project is: 
 

Donations Received as of October 11, 2020:  
 

$44,132.27 
 

Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the  

repose of the soul of Ray Rohr whose funeral was this 

past week. 

We will be having a daily 
rosary Monday - Saturday at 
7:30am  in the church. 

THE HOLY ROSARY 

The Journey of Loss and Grief 
 

When Jesus’ friend Lazarus dies, the Gospel of John 
tells us that “Jesus wept” (Jn 11:35). We experience 
many losses in our lives and the death of someone we 
love is just one of them. We also lose relationships, 
roles, bodily functions, and communities. Grief is a 
normal response to loss, yet grief is chaotic and hard, 
so much so that we want to avoid it. But grief is the 
only way through loss. How can we better understand 
the journey of grief and how to take it in a faithful 
way? How does God call us to grieve and, finally, 
from our grief? 
Thursday, November 5, Webinar presentation from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Event is Free. Registration is required 
(register at least five days in advance of the event); 
please visit www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, 
call 320-363-3560, or email theologyday@csbsju. 
edu to register. 
 
 
 
 
 

GRIEF WEBINAR 

OPEN DOOR POLICY 

Due to Cold Weather 
The E9 main entrance doors to the parish will be 
unlocked a half an hour prior to mass. The doors will 
remain unlocked during office hours of 8:30am - 
4:30pm Monday through Friday and Saturday 
mornings for confession from 9-11am. When visiting 
the office, please wait in the foyer to be assisted by 
the receptionist. 

http://www.collegevillemn.com/theologyday
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu


 

 


