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Ancient measurements and coinage were a convoluted matter, subject to local 
laws and traditions and easy to counterfeit. Emperors and Kings tried to 
enforce some control for the sake of public order and socio-economic peace, 
but in time of need they easily became cheaters themselves; inflation was then 
hidden in the very coins, which, in time of need, would be produced increasing 
the quantity of less precious metals, unbeknownst to the public. 
 
When the Gospels were written the situation was more stable because Pax 
Romana, the Roman Peace - established by the first Roman emperor, Caesar 
Augustus, around the time of Jesus’ birth - was in full bloom. 
 
A talent in those times was a huge lot of money: technically it measured about 70 pounds of precious 
metal, gold, or silver. A day’s wage was one denarius (about tenth of an ounce of silver) as we learn from 
the parable of the workers in the vineyard. 
Even allowing for a less than literal meaning we can translate the amounts of capital entrusted to the 
servants into several hundred thousand dollars, but it is clear from the context that the master of the 
household is fabulously rich. This consideration is key. 
 
Why should a billionaire care about the relatively scarce amount of money yielded by depositing the 
talent in a bank? Or, going beyond the parable: why should an omnipotent God care about our actions, 
for example how we administrate our resources? 
The master’s goal is not to earn a few more thousand dollars (just a fraction of that famous talent), he is 
testing his servants, though he already knows them fairly well: the last servant is entrusted only with one 
single talent, unlike the others.  
 
This consideration can possibly help us with our own talents and treasure. What is the best use for them? 
The words the servant uses to face his returning masters describe a purely conservative approach: 
“Master, I knew you were a demanding person, […] so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the 
ground. Here it is back.” 
 
That is surely not what the Master expected, so much that the servant is not simply qualified as lazy but as 
wicked too. There is always a deep moral implication in what we do. 
Stewardship is first and foremost the awareness described in the second reading of this Sunday’s liturgy 
of the Word: “For all of you are children of the light and children of the day. We are not of the night or of   
darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober.” These words echo the 
parable of the wise virgins, from last Sunday.  
They reflect the real purpose of the Master. What we have, how we relate to it shows how we value 
things, people, life, and faith itself, which is our relationship with a God that is with us, that is coming. 
 
It is easy, sometimes, to forget because we are busy, tired, or distracted, but we are reminded and 
educated in the scope of this life and its values by the very presence of Christ in the community, in the 
Church. To tell where a man’s heart is, look at his treasure as Jesus himself teaches (see Mt. 6:21). 
 
 
Fr. Stefano Colombo 
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Number of households giving $1-$99 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 

 

Number of households giving $100-$299 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

Number of households giving $300-$499 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 

 

Number of households giving $500-$999 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

Number of households giving $1,000-
$1,999 
% of our registered households 

% of our 
annual 
offertory 

 
 
 

WHERE ARE YOU IN TERMS OF GIV-

At the Church of St. Peter, 22% of registered households give 84% of the total 

DID YOU 

Households Not Giv-

Households Giving $100 to $299 per 

Households Giving $1 to $99 per 

Households Giving $300 to $499 per 

Households Giving $2,000+ per 

Households Giving $1,000 to $1,999 per 

Households Giving $500 to $999 per 

This year, we challenge you to consider increasing your  
tithe in order to move up to the next giving bracket. 

The giving data is based upon donations made with contribution envelopes, checks or online giving from July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020. The data does not 
include loose cash donations in the collection baskets. 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

It’s not too late to sign up for Faith  
Formation for children ages 3 through grade 12. See the education tab of the website or call the parish office 

for more information. 
 

 High School Youth Group:  

Thursdays, 6:30-8:30; enter E1 door 
 

 Fellowship of the Keys (grades 6-8): Friday, 20 from 7-9pm; enter E1 door 
 

 CGS (preschool, Kindergarten & grade 3):  

Wed, Nov 18; enter E1 door 
 

 Confirmation: Wed, Nov 4, 6-7:30pm;  

enter main church door 
 

 Confirmation Evening Retreat: Sat, Nov 14,  

6-9pm; enter main church door 
 

 CGS (grades 1 & 2): Wed, Nov 18; enter E1 door 

Grades 4 and 5: Wednesday, Nov 18,  
from 6-7:30; Fellowship Hall entrance 

 

 First Reconciliation Preparation Retreat: morning of Sunday, November 22, 

right after the 10:30 Mass. 
 all 2nd graders - Wednesday program and  

St Peter School students) 

 He created them; male and female he created them... 
 Join us for the second Adult Faith Formation talk on Thursday, December 

3rd at 6:30pm in O'Reilley Hall or at home virtually.  

 RSVP to Connie Roering at the parish office if you plan to attend in person. 

There are 45 spots and it will be first come, first serve.  

 If you would like to join virtually, email Alison Dahlman 

at adahlman@stpetersnsp.org for the link.  

As Catholics, we believe God created each person body and soul “in His own 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them” (Gen. 1:27). We believe that a person’s embrace of his or her God-given 

sexual identity as male or female is an essential part of living a fulfilled 

relationship with God, with oneself, and with each other. 

  

These foundational Christian beliefs have been largely replaced in popular American culture by non-Christian 

beliefs about gender identity. In this evening talk, Dr. Emily Dahdah will offer a reflection on these now-popular 

beliefs about gender and explain how they undermine an authentic understanding of human freedom and 

happiness. She will also offer strategies for Catholics to navigate the current challenges to seeing God, themselves, 

and the world as they truly are. This talk is especially helpful for parents who are seeking a deeper understanding 

of the potential impact of these cultural influences on their children.   

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

mailto:adahlman@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

 

As a community, we want to honor the legacy of Don and Jean 

Regan.  Please join our students, faculty and school and parish staff as we 

offer a Rosary on Thursday, November 19th at 3pm.  In this hour of mercy, 

over 250 voices will be united in prayer to pray for the repose of their 

souls.  We welcome you to join us in this act of spiritual support by praying 

the Rosary at home or by offering a Mass for Don and Jean. You can also 

join from home on 11/19 at 3pm by logging in to the school's Facebook 

page where it will be streamed. 

 

 

For anyone interested in making a donation in Don’s memory, memorials are preferred to:  

St. Peter of North St. Paul, Church and School Foundation 

Hill-Murray Foundation (Regan Family Scholarship) or 

Any non-profit you believe would be consistent with Don and Jean’s values or through which you have 

known them. 

Thank you for joining us in prayer and gratitude for Don and Jean Regan.   

Their example of stewardship is an inspiration and blessing to us all. 
 

The funeral for Don Regan will be a family event only, with invitations being sent by the immediate 

family. If you would like to participate, there will be Livestreams of the events. 

Mass: https://youtu.be/D8Pb2Rqo-0s 

Graveside: https://youtu.be/Bbv_xUvs6uQ 

Luncheon: https://youtu.be/7_7vZWBT1LA 

 

For more information, please visit the funeral home website:  

https://www.bradshawfuneral.com/obituary/Donald-Regan 

HONORING DON AND JEAN REGAN 

If you recall, St. Mary Cemetery purchased a home adjacent to the cemetery back in 2012 with the idea we 

would use that to expand the cemetery. 

Last November we actually decided to demolish the home and begin the process of creating additional space in 

our old cemetery. 

As of two weeks ago, we have completed the work including marking out plots and mapping. Now that the work is 

complete we can now begin to sell graves. 

These graves will be $1600.00 to parishioners and $1700.00 to non-parishioners. If you were looking for a plot 
in the old cemetery, or if you have family members or friends, have them contact Jeff Peterson at 651-894-6154 

or jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org 

CEMETERY UPDATE 

 



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please call the parish office with any prayer  
requests that you may have for those who are sick. 
Please know that you  must have permission from the 
person that you are requesting prayers for. We are 
publishing these on our website. Please visit our 
website and pray for those that are ill.  

 
As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way here 
at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to come 
together as a community in prayer each week. 
Prayer is essential to being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Starting this week, we ask all parishioners to 
pray for the weekly parish prayer intention.  
 
 

 

This week's prayer intention is: 
The Poor 

 
 

"Lord, purify my heart, place Your eyes in my heart, 
and make me see how You make Your dwelling in 
the hearts of men. Teach me to love each man as a 
tender dawn of Your love from heaven, as a flower 
on which heaven's dew has come down. Of You my 
heart speaks; You my glance seeks; Your presence, 
O Lord, I seek. Hide not Your face from me...."  

 
March 23, 1960 - Fr. Egide Van Broeckhoven - A 
Friend To All Men - The diary of a Worker Priest.  

LIVING WITH CHRIST  

November 15, 2020 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant.  Since you 
have been faithful in small matters, I will give you great 

responsibilities.”- MATTHEW 25:21 
 

God calls us to nurture and develop the gifts He has 
given us and then generously return a portion with 
increase.  He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the 
gifts He has given us.  He expects us to grow our gifts, 
use them wisely and be generous with 
them.  Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in 
proportion to all that God has 

given us. 

What gifts are the hardest for 
you to share with others? With 

the Church? 

 
The Back Pack Program has started up again this school year! Due to 
the school having a hybrid schedule for students the distribution of the 
backpacks has been modified. But most importantly is the fact that we 
are still supporting students in need. 
 
Volunteering during the day to pack the bags is the current situation, 
but we are looking forward to when we can operate the program 
with many volunteers and donations.  The box marked “Backpack 
Program” is still checked regularly for donations! 

 
 

If you have any questions please contact, Sue Williams  
763-257-3117 or jsdswilliams@comcast.net or  

http://www.churchofstpeternsp.org 
 

THANK YOU to all of you who support the Back Pack Program! 

UPDATE - THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 

mailto:jsdswilliams@comcast.net
http://www.churchofstpeternsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of November 15 - November 22, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 

                10:30 AM †Jack & Bette Myers 

     6:00 PM   Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Karen Pickar 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Jean Fulcher 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Eunice Kuehn 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Marjorie Wogtowicz 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Dennis Weimann Sr. 

   9:30 AM  (School children only) 

Saturday:  8:00 AM †Dianne Sanders           

    4:00 PM †Clarence Smekofski 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   Parishioners 

          10:30 AM  †Leona Coenen 

    6:00 PM  †Glenn O’Kane 

THE BOOK OF THE NAMES 
OF THE DEAD 

The book will continue to be displayed in the 
Gathering Space for the month of November however 
parishioners will not be able to write in it. If you 
would like to add names of deceased family 
members or friends, you will need to contact Claire 
at the parish office either via email or phone call. If 
a name has been entered before, there is no need to 

re-enter, as prayers will be 

continued for them. 

SECOND COLLECTION 

The Christmas Giving Tree is a program for 
parish families who would like help with 
Christmas gifts for their children. If you 
would like your child’s name placed on the 
Giving Tree please call the parish office at 
651-894-6141 and speak with Connie 
Roering before Friday, November 20. The 

information we need is your name, address, telephone 
number and your children’s ages, clothing size and 

toy/interest.  

The Giving Tree will be in the gathering space the 

weekend of November 28 and 29. 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
MASS AT 9:00AM 

 

We will be collecting food dona-
tions for the North St. Paul Food 

Shelf and placing them by the statue of St. Peter. 
Please note: the Parish office will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday for the holiday. 

For the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo 
 

Thank you for your generosity toward last weekend’s 

second collection. A total of $4,384.25 was collected 

for the priestly mission of the Fraternity of St. Charles 
Borromeo. 

 
“Go out to all nations”, Christ told his disciples (Mt 
28:19). And I repeat to you: “Go out to all the world 

and bring the truth, the beauty and the peace that 
meet in Christ redeemer”. 

 
- Pope Saint John Paul II, Speech to the Movement of 

“Communion and Liberation” on the Thirtieth Anniversary 
of Its Foundation, September 29th, 1984. 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 & 23 
Confession 5:30-6:00pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 23 added Confession from 6:30-8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
  
ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

December 5, 8:30-noon 

 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS** 
Thursday, December 24: Vigil Masses *4:00pm and 
6:00pm 
11:00pm Lessons in Carol 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ** 
Friday, December 25: Midnight, 7:00am, 

9:00am, *11:00am 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS 
Thursday, December 31: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Friday, January 1: 9:00am and 7:00pm 
 

No Confession before Christmas Masses 
* Mass will be live streamed 

** You must sign up online for Christmas Masses 

ADVENT CALENDAR 



 

 


