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YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH & THE SYNOD 

[…]Last month, Archbishop Hebda announced that the archdiocese will 
celebrate its own Year of St. Joseph beginning Dec. 8, 2020. It aims to 
place the archdiocese and its next phase of the pre-synod process under 
St. Joseph’s patronage and guidance. Because Joseph was so willing to 
follow God’s direction, he’s a model for the whole Church, Archbishop 
Hebda said. 
 
Archbishop Hebda hopes that the saint can unite the archdiocesan family 
in the Synod process. 
“It gives us that opportunity for the whole archdiocese to reflect on St. 
Joseph’s role,” he said. “We look to him as protector and guide of the 
Church, as he cared for the Holy Family. We are looking for that same 
kind of guidance (because) this is a significant year in the pre-synod 
process.” 
 
Archbishop Hebda will formally inaugurate the Year of St. Joseph and 
consecrate the archdiocese to St. Joseph Dec. 8, the 150th anniversary of 
Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church. The consecration 
will take place 7 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul. It will be livestreamed on the Cathedral’s 
Facebook page. 
 
The day is also the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, when the Church celebrates that Mary was 
conceived without original sin. Archbishop Hebda noted that a consecration to St. Joseph doesn’t detract 
from a consecration to Mary — a devotion especially promoted by St. Louis de Montfort, who died in 
1716, and whose 33-day model Father Calloway followed with his guide to a St. Joseph consecration. 
Archbishop Hebda and Auxiliary Bishop Andrew Cozzens have invited the faithful to anticipate the 
archdiocesan consecration with a 33-day preparation period for an individual consecration to St. Joseph 
using Father Calloway’s “Consecration to St. Joseph” guide. 
 
The archdiocese’s Year of St. Joseph is tied to the pre-synod process, which it began in June 2019. 
Following the first year, which included 30 Prayer and Listening Events held around the archdiocese to 
pray and gather feedback from local Catholics, the second year has included two virtual series, “Praying 
with Scripture” and “Healing and Hope.” Also planned are a five-part, catechetical “Faith and Culture 
Series” in January and February, and a “Synod at Home” program in Lent. The synod itself is scheduled 
for June 2022 and will help Archbishop Bernard Hebda develop a pastoral plan for the archdiocese. 
 
In August, Archbishop Hebda identified three focus areas for the synod, developed from information 
gained at the Prayer and Listening Events. They are: 

 Forming parishes that are at the service of evangelization. 

 Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love and respond to his call. 

 Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young. 

 
[…] “Joseph was Jesus’ protector during his 30 years of preparation,” he said. “He was Mary and Jesus’ 
protector during the nine months of pregnancy. He was their guide and protector on the way to 
Bethlehem, and then to Egypt and back to Nazareth. … It’s fitting as we’re looking to go out and to bring 
people to Jesus, that Joseph who was the protector during all of that time would be the patron.” 
Copyright from https://thecatholicspirit.com/news/local-news/year-of-st-joseph-to-begin-with-archdiocesan-
consecration-dec-8/ 
  
For more info, visit archspm.org/synod/stjoseph. 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Chart A 

Chart B 

Chart C 

Chart D 

Thank you to our parishioners!  
Your support helps us live out our parish mission of 

continuing the saving work of Jesus Christ for its 

members, the larger community, and the universal 

Church through our commitment to hospitality, 

formation, worship, and service. 

As you can see by these charts, Sunday collections 

(Chart A) are increasing each fiscal year for the last 

five years.  This increase in total collections has 

happened in spite of our number of registered 

families decreasing each year over the same period 

(Chart B) and Mass attendance decreasing as well 

(Chart C). 

These changes are driven by a number of 

factors.  We know that some of the decrease in 

registered households over the years has occurred as 

we have worked to clean up our parish database 

and increase accuracy in our records.  We also know 

that many households had been contributing our 

Rejoice and Give Thanks capital campaign in recent 

years and it seems that when the campaign ended, 

some of them have added a portion of that 

contribution to their regular Sunday giving. 

Even with all these factors, the decrease in registered 

households and mass attendance matched against the 

increasing Sunday giving means that fewer families 

are contributing are bearing the load and giving 

more each year.   

The average contribution of each registered 

household per year is increasing (Chart D).  That is a 

tremendous gift, and it is clear that many of our 

households are heeding the call of Stewardship of 

Treasure, and recognizing their own need to give. 

We also know however, that not every registered 

household is giving.  Each family may have their 

individual reasons, but our stewardship of treasure 

campaigns asks that each of us prayerfully discern 

what that need is within us to give to God and His 

holy work on earth in the Church. 

God calls each of us to do what we can with the gifts 

he has given us.  Thank you to each of you who are 

considering your own need to give as well as to 

those who already give so generously.   

 

Our Christ-centered work depends on you, and we are 

incredibly grateful. 

 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION - ADVENT 

The Back Pack Program has started up again this school year! Due to the school having a hybrid schedule for 
students the distribution of the backpacks has been modified. But most importantly is the fact that we are still 
supporting students in need. Volunteering during the day to pack the bags is the current situation, but we are 
looking forward to when we can operate the program with many volunteers and donations.  The box marked 
“Backpack Program” is still checked regularly for donations! 

 
If you have any questions please contact, Sue Williams  

763-257-3117 or jsdswilliams@comcast.net or  
http://www.churchofstpeternsp.org 

 
THANK YOU to all of you who support the Back Pack Program! 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 

 

The First Sunday in Advent 
  

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those 

who dwelt in the land of gloom, a light has shown. Isaiah 9:1 
 
Advent is the season of waiting and darkness. The days are short and this 
year feels as though we have been waiting in darkness for a very long 
time.  Instead of trying to just get through it, we invite you to experience 
Advent with a spirit of hope and anticipation, as Mary and Joseph must 
have had while waiting for the birth of Jesus.    
  

Unfortunately, we are unable to host an Advent Family Formation event this year, but here are a few 
simple ways to make Advent more meaningful for your family: 
  
 Advent wreath:  One family I know shuts off all the lights and eats dinner only by the light of the candles 
on the Advent wreath.  It’s a powerful way to watch the light grow as we get closer to Christmas!  A fun 
craft for the little ones is to make their own wreath, like this one: https://funfamilycrafts.com/printable-
advent-wreath/ 
A blessing for the Advent wreath can be found here: https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/
sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/objects/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath 
  
Jesse Tree:  The Jesse Tree gets its name from Isaiah 11:1 A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.  Jesse was the father of King David, from whose line Jesus was 
born.  Each day a short Scripture passage is read and an ornament that reminds us of the people, 
prophesies and events leading up to the birth of Jesus is placed upon the tree. The ornaments of the Jesse 
Tree tell the story of God in the Old Testament, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness of God 
across four thousand years of history.  You can email bwaldorf@stpetersnsp.org to request a free copy 
of the version from CatholicSprouts.com 
  
Advent Calendar:  Many people like to use a special calendar to help mark the days until Christmas.  You 
can print this free one from Loyola Press to help remind your children to do an act of kindness each day 
while they wait. https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/lpress-craft/files/ocf-files/advent-files/Advent-
children-calendar.pdf 
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     St. Peter Catholic School has been practicing the virtue of generosity in the month of 
November. One of the hallmarks of a generous student is one who is also grateful. In being able 
to share ourselves without expecting anything in return we also become increasingly capable of 
seeing that in others and experiencing gratitude. We asked our students some of the things that 
they are grateful for this year and while many are the typical response, there are some markedly 
new ones particular to 2020: 

 Learning in person and on campus, 7th Grader 
 

 Being a student at St. Peter, 3rd Grader 
 

 A warm place to be in the winter, 1st Grader 
 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation, 2nd Grader 
 

 My puppy and my teacher, 4th Grader 
 

 Corn on the cob and chocolate ice cream,           
  Kindergartner 

 

 My family, and the ability to come to school each day, 8th Grader 

ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

WATER IN OUR TOWN AND SCHOOL  

Our Sister Parish School St. Anthony gets their water from a well in town. Every day the well shuts down 
around 10:00 am and the school is cut for several hours from any water to drink, wash their hands, flush 
the toilets or water to cook.  
 
Father has gone to the government for a grant to build their own well.  The Paraguayan Government will 
give them $1,500 to help pay for the well but the total cost to build the well is $5,600.  The Church of St. 
Peter is committed to taking care of these costs! Please be a part of it. Father has had to borrow money 
to build the well and is hoping we are able to help them.  

 - Thank you for helping us! God Bless  

 

 

 

 

 

“And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even   a cup of cold water to drink; truly I say 

to you, he shall not lose his reward” [Matthew 10:42] 

PARAGUAY CORNER 



 

 

 
As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 
weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

Archdiocesan Synod 

 

LIVING WITH CHRIST  

November 29, 2020 
1st Sunday of Advent 

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know 

when the time will come.”  -  Mark 13:33 

 

We all take things for granted.  In particular, we 
take time for granted.  We make our lives too 
busy.  We plan our time, our days, weeks, months, 
even years in advance.  Remember, our time on 
earth is a gift.  None of us knows how long we will 
be here.  Start today and begin thanking God for 
each and every day.  Take time in silence, every 
day, and listen to how God is calling you right now 

to help build His kingdom on earth. 

How will you make time for silence this week? 

 He created them; male and female he created them… 
Join us for the second Adult Faith Formation talk on Thursday, December 3rd at 6:30 

in O'Reilley Hall or at home virtually. RSVP to Connie Roering at the parish office if 

you plan to attend in person. There are 45 spots and it will be first come, first serve. 

If you would like to join virtually, email Alison Dahlman 

at adahlman@stpetersnsp.org for the link.  

As Catholics, we believe God created each person body and soul “in His own image, 

in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (Gen. 

1:27). We believe that a person’s embrace of his or her God-given sexual identity 

as male or female is an essential part of living a fulfilled relationship with God, with 

oneself, and with each other. 

  

These foundational Christian beliefs have been largely replaced in popular American culture by non-Christian 

beliefs about gender identity. In this evening talk, Dr. Emily Dahdah will offer a reflection on these now-popular 

beliefs about gender and explain how they undermine an authentic understanding of human freedom and 

happiness. She will also offer strategies for Catholics to navigate the current challenges to seeing God, themselves, 

and the world as they truly are. This talk is especially helpful for parents who are seeking a deeper understanding 

of the potential impact of these cultural influences on their children.   

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Come Holy Spirit 
Make our ears to hear 
Make our eyes to see 
Make our mouths to speak 
Make our hearts to seek 
Make our hands to reach out 
And touch the world with your love. 
 
AMEN. 
  
Mary, Mother of the Church, 
Pray for us. 

https://www.archspm.org/
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of November 29 - December 6, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Donald Ethier 

                10:30 AM †Donald Ronayne 

     6:00 PM  Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Ilene Akre 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Allison Feldkamp 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Ilene Akre 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Ilene Akre 

   9:30 AM  (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Geraldine Cocchiarella        

    4:00 PM †Don and Jean Regan 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Reparation for Offenses   

        Against the Holy Eucharist 

          10:30 AM  †Allison Feldkamp 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of November 15 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

Total Amount Collected for Week $24,372.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $8,834. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $23,900. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $416,693. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $428,446.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -2.74% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($11,753.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $15,538. 

THE BOOK OF THE NAMES 
OF THE DEAD 

The book will continue to be displayed in the 
Gathering Space for the month of November 
however parishioners will not be able to write in it. 
If you would like to add names of deceased 
family members or friends, you will need to 
contact Claire at the parish office either via 
email or phone call. If a name has been entered 
before, there is no need to re-enter, as prayers 

will be continued for them. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 & 23 
Confession 5:30-6:00pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 23 added Confession from 6:30-
8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
  
ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

December 5, 8:30-noon 

 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS** 
Thursday, December 24: Vigil Masses *4:00pm 
and 6:00pm 
11:00pm Lessons in Carol 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ** 
Friday, December 25: Midnight, 7:00am, 

9:00am, *11:00am 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
MASS 
Thursday, December 31: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Friday, January 1: 9:00am and 7:00pm 
 

 
No Confession before Christmas Masses 

* Mass will be live streamed 
** You must sign up online for Christmas Masses 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

The Christmas Giving Tree has been 

set up in the Gathering Space. If 

you would like to buy a gift for a 

child you may take a tag from 

the tree; each child will have a 

total of 4 tags on the tree labeled 

with either a clothing or toy 

preference. There will also be Food and Gas 

cards for each of the families.  Please bring your 

wrapped gift back to the parish office no later 

than Sunday, December 13th.  

 
REMEMBER TO PLACE THE LABELED TAG ON 

THE OUTSIDE OF THE WRAPPED GIFT.   

GIVING TREE 



 

 


