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THE TIME OF ADVENT 

 

The time of Advent is the time of waiting; it is the time of the first sign of 

unity between our freedom and that of God. 

In the prophets, the expectation, which was the expectation of the 
Messiah, aroused by God and accepted by them, was formulated 
according to ideas, sensations and mentalities proper to both the race, 

the individual and the moment. 

The expectation, inevitably, was formulated according to their feelings, 
concepts and aspirations. They were people of the desert and God for 
them was "the land that flourished". They were slaves and they thought 
that the Kingdom of God was a power, their dominance over the world; they were divided and for 

them the Kingdom of God was the unity of the people. 

They identified the Mystery of God with their concept, basically they forgot that God is mystery. 
While their fantasy of the mystery was a vehicle for the mystery, the clinging to this fantasy 
became a contrast with the Kingdom of God. Today the sense of mystery is continually recalled to 

us by the life of the Church. 

The Kingdom of God is always different, unpredictable, because what belongs to God is always 
unpredictable. Therefore, woe to whoever puts insurmountable opposition between the event of his 
sin and God, to whoever refuses forgiveness. This is the crisis of waiting: the danger that our 
thoughts, feelings, block us, rot us. The basic misunderstanding lies in the danger of waiting 
for the Kingdom of God without really wanting that Kingdom, wanting it to happen without 

really loving the Kingdom of God like the Pharisees. 

The Pharisees, for example, really wanted the Kingdom of God to come, they loved the law, but 
they couldn't really love what would happen. We can do everything to make God's will happen, 
without loving His ways with conviction and truth. It is the last residue of a moralism, the last piece 
of self that never gives up, that is not love for what happens. It is not dissolving one's self, not 
accepting that the self disappears in His name. (Ideas and theme are taken from the book “Dalla 

liturgia vissuta: una testimonianza” – Luigi Giussani – nonofficial translation) 

In this time of crisis in different aspects, personal and social, let us ask the grace to strive to seek 
and wait for the Kingdom of God happening. Let us wait with an open mind, heart and will. The 
cry to God of the prophet Isaiah is more real now than ever as we begin this Advent season; a 
new beginning: “You, Lord, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. Why do you let 
us wander, O Lord, from your ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?” Isaiah 

63:16b-17. 
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“I have come so that they might have life and have it more abundantly. “ John 10:10 

 

Thank you to the 188 families so far that have completed a Stewardship of Treasure commitment for their 2021 

Sunday Giving! 

At this point last year, we had received 164 Stewardship of Treasure commitment cards. 

 

  

  59 are from families that did not make a pledge last year 

 43 are from families that were able to increase their pledge amount from last year 

 63 are from families that were able to maintain and commit to their same pledge amount  

      from last year 

  23 are from families that decreased their pledge amount from last year 

 
  

  

 13 pledges of annual donations for a total of:  $  25,575.00 

 83 pledges of monthly donations for a total of:  $177,080.00 

 78 pledges of weekly donations for a total of:   $196,092.00 

 14 pledges without a specific amount 

The total amount of pledge donations for this year is:  $398,747.00 

 
 
 

 10 households are pledging $1 to $499 per year 

 36 households are pledging $500 to $999 per year 

 99 households are pledging $1,000 to $2,999 per year 

 14 households are pledging $3,000 to $4,999 per year 

 15 households are pledging more than $5,000 per year 

Average Annual Pledge at this time is $2,292 = $44.07/week = $190.97/month 

Average Annual Pledge last year at this time was $2,340.06 = $45/week = $195/month 

 

Number of Registered Households: 1560 

Number of Registered Households that have donated to Sunday Giving in the last year: 830 

 

This means that, last year, 53% of the households gave a donation to the parish’s Sunday Giving. Also, 

18% of the registered households give the 80% of the total Sunday offertory collected last year. 

Comparing the number of cards received and the number of donors of the last year, we see that so far 22% of 

donors of the last year filled out the pledge cards of the Stewardship of Treasure. 

 

The Stewardship of Treasure is not the end of this path of educating ourselves to the newness of life. 

Stewardship is our strive to ask for loving what God command and to desire what he promised, that, amid the 

uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 

Blessings in this Advent season! - the Church of St. Peter Stewardship Committee  

Of the 188 cards received this year: 

Of those 174 Households that pledged a dollar amount: 

Of those same 188 cards received so far, we have: 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION - ADVENT 

Sponsorship Reminder 
Help us reach of proving 100 scholarships for the kids of our sister Parish Cristo Redentor in Coronel Oviedo, 
Paraguay. The $300 annual sponsorship provides: 
 Tuition, books, uniforms and due to the corona virus pandemic helping students with the 

cost of internet access that many students do not have to be able to participate in remote 
learning.  

 Meals for the students and their families. 
 Ongoing support for health and dental care needs.  

 
Although a full sponsorship is $300.00, donations in ANY AMOUNTS are welcome and 
encouraged.  Please consider renewing or joining in this very worthy cause.   Paraguay 
Sponsorship forms can be found on-line on St. Peter’s web page or in the gathering space 
information center.  
 
God Bless and Thank you for your support in helping those less fortunate. 

Paraguay Committee 

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way. 

A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths.”  Mark 1:7 
 
The prophet Isaiah, quoted in today’s Gospel, was speaking about John the Baptist, whose Feast day we celebrate 
on June 24.  During the Advent season we celebrate many saints who can help us to ‘prepare the way of the 
Lord’.  By their holy and often humble example, we can see how we can be alert and attentive to God’s will for 

our own lives. 

December 6th is the optional memorial of St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myrna, who used his inheritance to help the 
poor.  When I was a child, we would hang our stockings on the evening of the 5th and wake on the 6th to find them 

filled with chocolate coins in remembrance of St. Nicholas’s generosity.   

On December 7th, the Church celebrates the memorial of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Doctor of the Church, and 
patron of candlemakers and beekeepers.  He gave away all his land and his money to the poor, saying, “A 
kindness received should be returned with a freer hand.”  Celebrate his feast with a sweet treat like honey trail 

mix or beehive buns. 

We celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8th.  Often misunderstood, on this day we 
celebrate the conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in St. Anne’s womb, “full of grace” and redeemed from the 
moment of her conception.  Celebrate this Holy Day of Obligation with Mass and pray the ‘Hail Mary’ or the 

‘Magnificat’ with your family.   

December 9th marks the first of what I have always considered a two-part feast in the Church.  Today we 
celebrate St. Juan Diego, who helps remind us that we are all made in the image and likeness of God, no matter 
how humble our life may be, and that He has a role for each one of us.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, who we 
celebrate on December 12th, appeared to him as he was walking to Mass and asked him to build a church.  When 
the bishop hesitated at the request, the Virgin Mary arranged roses within his cloak, or tilma, and told him this 
would be the sign he was to present to the bishop. Once he finally got the bishop to meet with him, he opened his 
tilma, and the bishop was presented with a miraculous imprinted image of the Virgin Mary on the flower-filled 
tilma.  489 years later, the tilma and the image show no signs of deterioration!  Log in FORMED.org to watch the 
children’s movie, Juan Diego, Messenger of Guadalupe on the 9th, and celebrate this miracle with your favorite 
Mexican dishes and a bouquet of roses on the 12th. 

PARAGUAY CORNER 

 



 

 

The He created them, male and female he 
created them Adult Faith Formation Event 
originally scheduled for December 3  is 
postponed until late winter/early spring. Dr. 
Emily Dahdah will offer a reflection on these now-popular 
beliefs about gender and explain how they undermine an 
authentic understanding of human freedom and happiness. She 
will also offer strategies for Catholics to navigate the current 
challenges to seeing God, themselves, and the world as they 
truly are. We will publish the new date once it has been 
secured. Thank you to everyone who had already RSVPed. 

ADULT FF - POSTPONED 

TEMPORARY VOWS OF OUR PARISHIONER JENNIFER ANDERSEN 

Dear parishioners of the Church of St. Peter, 
 With a heart full of joy and gratitude I share the announcement of my temporary vows that I will take this 
December 8th on the solemnity of the Immaculate conception. I’m above all in awe of what God has done and 
continues to do in my life. Despite the confusion and suffering that our world faces, He continues to work miracles – 
miracles that for the most part remain silent and invisible, but that have a greater impact than we could ever 
imagine. He came to meet me, in the midst of my simple life, and He led me discretely and patiently to the place 
that He has prepared for me – the place where I can flourish in communion with my sisters. He gave me concrete 
faces, a home, and a form of life that allow me to grow in 
love for Jesus and for the whole world. He’s shown me that 
saying “yes” to His will, even when it asks me to sacrifice, 
means saying “yes” to my true happiness. I’m consumed by 
a sense of gratitude for what He has given to me and a 
sense of hope for what He has planned for the rest of my 
life.   
 I want to sincerely thank each of you for having 
accompanied me on this journey up until this point. Though 
physically far away, I carry you with me in my prayer and 
in my daily life. I ask for your continued prayer especially 
as I prepare for this big moment! Know that I am praying 
for you all as well. 
In Christ, 

Jennifer Andersen  (Jennifer is Back Left) 

Join us and help change lives 
Charity is at the heart of our work and our faith 

Our commitment to charitable service is just one of the many ways that we express our 
Catholic faith 

 
When you become a Knight, you will: 
 Share your time and talent 
 Put your faith into action 
 Work on worthwhile projects 
 Meet other Catholic men who share your vision 
 Have a feeling of accomplishment by helping others 
 
We use our time, talent and resources to support the following Activities and Organizations: 
Turkey Bingo, Coats for Kids, Food Drive,  Options for Women East, Hugo Family Shelter, Sisters of St. Benedict, 
Diakonia Fund, Fall Festival, Second Harvest, etc. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Andrew & Katie Nath 

Christopher Martin 
 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS 
Gunnar Regnier (son of Michelle & Justin) 

Noah Dittel (son of Anne & Jeff) 

Charles Ponsolle (son of Samantha & Michael) 

Sebastian Odell (son of Sarah & Joseph) 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

Contact: John Zakroczmski @ 651-271-2215 

 



 

 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 
weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

Archdiocesan Synod 

 

 

Come Holy Spirit 
Make our ears to hear 
Make our eyes to see 
Make our mouths to speak 
Make our hearts to seek 
Make our hands to reach out 
And touch the world with your love. 
AMEN. 
  
Mary, Mother of the Church, 
Pray for us. 

https://www.archspm.org/

FELLOWSHIP OF THE KEYS 

This fall our middle school students have gathered on Friday evenings twice a month in a group we 
call the Fellowship of the Keys. Together we discover, among other things, how St. Peter’s friendship 
with Jesus provides an excellent example for our own relationships with the Lord. The kids have 
shared with us: 
 
“...I like when we talk about our faith and we see how it relates to our life and other people's lives. 

Like when we talked about friendship and learned about how Mason found the Church through his friends. 
That made me think of my friendships”  

  
“...Peter was an ordinary man just like us, he was a fisherman and somebody kind of lowly...But then one 

day his brother Andrew met this person that called Jesus. He brought Peter over to Jesus and that is kind of 
like us and our friends...”  

 
The sincerity and openness of a question from a 7th grader describes our time 
together well, "How do I know that Jesus is speaking to me?  I do not see Him." We 
are hopeful that by following the simple rule of our company, we can help each 
other recognize Christ in our lives: Jesus gives us something in every moment; if 
we can’t see it, we will pray; if we do see it, we will share it with others. 
  
The Fellowship of the Keys meets every other Friday, from 7-9 pm. Please contact 

Jennifer at jgreger@stpetersnsp.org  

  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 & 23 
Confession 5:30-6:00pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 23 added Confession from 6:30-
8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
  
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS** 
Thursday, December 24: Vigil Masses *4:00pm 
and 6:00pm 
11:00pm Lessons in Carol 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ** 
Friday, December 25: Midnight, 7:00am, 

9:00am, *11:00am 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
MASS 
Thursday, December 31: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Friday, January 1: 9:00am and 7:00pm 

 
No Confession before Christmas Masses 

* Mass will be live streamed 
** You must sign up online for Christmas Masses 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

mailto:jgreger@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of December 6 - December 13, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Reparation for Offenses   

       Against the Holy Eucharist 

                10:30 AM †Allison Feldkamp 

     6:00 PM  Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Gene Skok 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Kay Murphy 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Elsie Hanson 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Eunice Kuehn 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Leonard Sears 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †CCW Members          

    4:00 PM †Donald Ethier 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Willard Parenteau 

          10:30 AM  †Dennis Weimann Sr. 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of November 29th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $17,059.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $5,684. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $17,878. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $458,125. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $470,681.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -2.67% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($12,556.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $11,375. 

The Christmas Giving Tree has been set 

up in the Gathering Space. If you 

would like to buy a gift for a child you 

may take a tag from the tree; each 

child will have a total of 4 tags on 

the tree labeled with either a clothing 

or toy preference. There will also be 

Food and Gas cards for each of the 

families.  Please bring your wrapped gift back to the 

parish office no later than Wednesday, December 

16th.  

REMEMBER TO PLACE THE LABELED TAG ON 
THE OUTSIDE OF THE WRAPPED GIFT.   

GIVING TREE 

2nd COLLECTION - NEXT WEEKEND 
In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated 
themselves to service and acts of mercy. Today, they 
pray for an aching world. Yet years of 
serving for little or no pay have left 
their religious communities without 
enough retirement savings. Your gift to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious helps 
provide medications, nursing care, and 
other necessities. Please be generous. 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR  
RELIGIOUS 

Consider donating to the Church with a stock donation 
or IRA transfer. There may be tax benefits for you in 
making a donation in these ways. If you would like to 
make a contribution through these ways, please inform 
Tricia Hengemuhle in the parish office at 651-894-
6146 or thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org. 

DONATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

 
With the coronavirus there are new attempts! 
The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text 
scam. Using Priest, Principal or a staff member’s 
name the scammer will create a new email address 
or text, contact the staff members, parishioners, or 
volunteers via email or text and then ask for a favor, 
money or gift cards. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  
 
If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff Peter-
son, jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the North 
St. Paul Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. 
In the case of any email or text asking for funds or ap-
pearing to be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO 
CONTACT THE PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN 
PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC. 
 
Forward original phishing email messages to 
spam@uce.gov and file a complaint with the Feder-
al Trade Commission (FTC).  

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1


 

 


