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A FRIEND TO ALL MEN 

This past summer the Youth Group started a path of discovering a deeper 

meaning of friendship because we realized that it is something that 

everybody, especially our youth, desires the most even if it is unexpressed. 

We are waiting for true friendship with longing especially in this advent 

season especially with the figure of the prophet Isaiah at Holy Mass. 

Friendship is not merely a way of speaking, but a form of living: living in the 

listening and giving voice of the Father. “I have called you friends” (John 

15:15). To have true friends is not to live as all the others live, not to do 

what all do, not to feel justified in dubious evil actions just because others do the same but to 

begin to see one’s life through the eyes of God and through the rich, full and long-lasting teaching 

of the Church. To have true friends is to look for the good, even if uncomfortable; to aspire not 

for the judgment of the majority of men or social media but for the justice of God – in other words 

to look for a new style of life, a new life. 

I therefore started to read a beautiful book which I suggest to everybody to read, “A Friend to All 

Men-The Diary of a Worker-Priest” by Egide Van Broeckhoven [1933 - 1967]. The book is about 

the journey of a dedicated Jesuit priest whose words are a living witness to his passionate search 

for God through friendship with all men during his 10 years of factory life in a poor working-class 

neighborhood of Brussels. Here I desire to share with you a few words from his diary: 

May 18, 1960 

Complete trust in others is something very difficult and very rare. It means making yourself 

vulnerable, knowing that you can get some hard knocks and hoping you don’t get them… 

Lack of trust means that you’re still seeking to receive and not to give.  

February 5, 1960 

I had the strongest feeling that the fact of finding some people hard to like shows what 

superficial attention is given to them and also what very superficial friendship one has with 

those one likes. 

And looking at it the other way: the ability to bear easily (not in the name of moral 

consideration but out of love) people’s little idiosyncrasies is a sign of a deep friendship for 

the friends one has. 

This finds some profound echoes in the word of Christ: Love your enemies. For even the 

pagans love their friends …. 

 

Fr. Ettore Ferrario, FSCB 

Pastor 

 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 “I have come so that they might have life and have it more abundantly. “ John 10:10 

 

Thank you to the 200 families so far that have completed a Stewardship of Treasure commitment for their 2021 

Sunday Giving! 

At this point last year, we had received 203 Stewardship of Treasure commitment cards. 

 

  

  62 are from families that did not make a pledge last year 

 46 are from families that were able to increase their pledge amount from last year 

 67 are from families that were able to maintain and commit to their same pledge amount  

      from last year 

  25 are from families that decreased their pledge amount from last year 

 
  

  

 16 pledges of annual donations for a total of:  $  27,775.00 

 90 pledges of monthly donations for a total of:  $197,600.00 

 79 pledges of weekly donations for a total of:   $197,912.00 

 15 pledges without a specific amount 

The total amount of pledge donations for this year is:  $423,287.00 

 
 
 

 12 households are pledging $1 to $499 per year 

 36 households are pledging $500 to $999 per year 

 104 households are pledging $1,000 to $2,999 per year 

 18 households are pledging $3,000 to $4,999 per year 

 15 households are pledging more than $5,000 per year 

Average Annual Pledge at this time is $2,288 = $44.00/week = $190.70/month 

Average Annual Pledge last year at this time was $2,367.00 = $45.52/week = $197.27/month 

 

Number of Registered Households: 1560 

Number of Registered Households that have donated to Sunday Giving in the last year: 830 

 

This means that, last year, 53% of the households gave a donation to the parish’s Sunday Giving. Also, 

18% of the registered households give the 80% of the total Sunday offertory collected last year. 

Comparing the number of cards received and the number of donors of the last year, we see that so far 24% of 

donors of the last year filled out the pledge cards of the Stewardship of Treasure. 

 

The Stewardship of Treasure is not the end of this path of educating ourselves to the newness of life. 

Stewardship is our strive to ask for loving what God command and to desire what he promised, that, amid the 

uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 

Blessings in this Advent season! - the Church of St. Peter Stewardship Committee  

Of the 200 cards received this year: 

Of those same 200 cards received so far, we have: 

Of those 185 Households that pledged a dollar amount: 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION - 3RD WEEK OF ADVENT 

Praying the O Antiphons 
 
On this third Sunday in Advent - Gaudete Sunday - the Church encourages us to rejoice, for the Lord is coming 
soon!  We can join in this joyful anticipation by praying the ‘O Antiphons’ during the last seven days before Christ-
mas. These ancient prayers of praise and hope, which we echo in the familiar hymn, O Come, O Come Emmanu-
el,  are prayed by the whole Church during evening prayer on December 17th-23rd. Based on the Messianic prophe-
cies of the Old Testament, each antiphon calls to mind a title of Jesus: O Sapientia (Wisdom), O Adonai, (Lord and 
Ruler), O Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (Key of David), O Oriens (Morning Star or Radiant Dawn), O 
Rex Gentium (King of the Gentiles) and O Emmauel (God with Us).  Put in reverse order: Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clav-
is, Radix, Adonai, Sapientia, the first letter of each name spells out the Latin phrase ERO CRAS, which means, 
“Tomorrow I will come.”   
 
Praying the O Antiphons with your family is a great way to highlight these last days of Advent.  
 
December 17 
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
December 18 
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 
and gave him the law on Sinai: 
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm. 
December 19 
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; 
before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: 
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 
December 20 
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
 
Want to learn more about the O Antiphons?   

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/o-antiphons-fullness-time/ for the adults 

https://www.catholicicing.com/o-antiphon-ideas-for-catholic-families-an-advent-tradition/ crafts and ideas for the 

children  

December 21 
O Morning Star, 
splendor of light eternal and sun 
of righteousness: 
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 
December 22 
O King of the nations, and their desire, 
the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay. 
December 23 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 
the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 
Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

PRO-LIFE GROUP 

 Unborn Children Need Our Prayers 

On Saturday,  December 19th, join the Knights of Columbus on the sidewalk in front 
of Little Canada Planned Parenthood (91 Viking Drive- by Hwy 36 & Rice St). We 
will meet there from 11:30 am-12:30 pm, and again on the 3rd Saturday of EVERY 
month. Through prayer and/or holding signs let's defend the unborn. (Signs provid-
ed)  For info on parking or other questions email Grand Knight John Zakroczymski 
at johzak@msn.com or call Jan Hawkes at 651-490-0247.   There's plenty of 

room to social distance on the sidewalk. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/o-antiphons-fullness-time/
https://www.catholicicing.com/o-antiphon-ideas-for-catholic-families-an-advent-tradition/
mailto:johzak@msn.com


 

 

The Christmas Giving Tree if you 
have picked up ornaments, 
please bring your wrapped gift 
back to the parish office no later 
than Wednesday, December 
16th. 
 

REMEMBER TO PLACE THE 
LABELED TAG ON THE OUTSIDE OF 

THE WRAPPED GIFT.   

GIVING TREE 

WEATHERING LIFE’S LOSSES 
ADULT GRIEF GROUP 

Thursdays - 6:30pm 
 
The goal of Weathering Life’s Losses 
Adult Grief Group is to provide an 
atmosphere that encourages the sharing 
of feelings, questions, and struggles. We 
are here to promote mutual support with educational 
presentations that will encourage the use of your own 
resources to discover and develop coping skills as you 
journey through grief. 
 
Find us on Facebook @St.CroixChaplaincy to get 
notifications for our weekly Zoom meetings. Meetings 
are free and require no registration. 
 
For information contact: Monique Dosdall, Grief Group 
Coordinator at 651-239-8441 or send an email to 
StCroixChaplaincyAssoc@gmail.com 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD 

ARE YOU HURTING? 

If you or someone you love is 
grieving the loss of a child to 
abortion, come and experience 
the compassionate mercy of Jesus 
Christ on our confidential weekend 

retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' retreats are 
open to anyone impacted by abortion - women, men, 
grandparents, siblings, and health care professionals. 
The next retreat is January 8-10, 2021 in the Twin 
Cities area. For more information contact Nancy 
at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or 

see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 & 23 
Confession 5:30-6:00pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 23 added Confession from 6:30-8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
  
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS** 
Thursday, December 24: Vigil Masses *4:00pm and 
6:00pm 
11:00pm Lessons in Carol 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ** 
Friday, December 25: Midnight, 7:00am, 

9:00am, *11:00am 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS 
Thursday, December 31: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Friday, January 1: 9:00am and 7:00pm 

 
No Confession before Christmas Masses 

* Mass will be live streamed 
** You must sign up online for Christmas Masses 

NOTE: Incense will be used at the 4pm, midnight, and 
11am Masses 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

 

Help us reach 100 scholarships for the kids of our sister 
Parish Cristo Redentor in Coronel Oviedo, Paraguay.  
Annual $300 sponsorship provides: 
 Tuition, books, uniforms and due to the corona virus 

pandemic helping students with the cost of internet 
access that many students do not have to be able to 
participate in remote learning.  

 Meals for the students and their families. 
 Ongoing support for health and dental care needs.  

 
Although a full sponsorship is $300.00, donations in 
ANY AMOUNTS are welcome and encouraged.  
Please consider renewing or joining in this very worthy 
cause.   Paraguay Sponsorship forms can be found 
on-line on St. Peter’s web page 
(churchofstpeternsp.org/Paraguay) or in the 
gathering space 
information center.  
 
God Bless and Thank you 
for your support in 
helping those less 
fortunate. 
 
-The Paraguay 
Committee 
 

PARAGUAY SPONSORSHIP 

 

mailto:rachels@rvineyardmn.org
http://www.rvineyardmn.org/


 

 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 

weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

Those Affected by COVID 

 

If you are planning on 
celebrating your marriage here 
at Saint Peter, please advise us 
at least 9 months in advance. 
To assist you at the start of this 

vocation, you are required to attend three pre
-marriage information sessions here at Saint 
Peter. There is a substantial amount of 
information that will be beneficial and 
therefore we request both of you to be 
present. 
 
The next sessions are: 

 
Saturday, March 20, 2021, 8am – 2pm 

(lunch provided) 
Saturday, April 10, 2021, 8am – 11am 
Saturday, April 24, 2021, 8am – 11 am  

 
We will meet in person, in accordance with the 
guidelines of the CDC 
 

*Zoom option is available 
Questions e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

MARRIAGE PREP 

Congratulations to our 2nd grade students who felt the 

embrace of our Forgiving Father as they celebrated 

the Sacrament of First Reconciliation on December 

12th! May the peace they feel in their hearts and souls 

today remain with them always. Please pray for them 

as they continue their preparation for First Eucharist! 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Heavenly Father, 

Who gave St. Joseph to Jesus and Mary 

As protector and guide, 

Grant that our Archdiocesan Synod, 

Under his protection and guidance, 

May help us discern your direction for our Church. 

May we listen as he listened, 

Trust as he trusted, 

Obey as he obeyed, 

Receive as he received, 

Love as he loved, 

And share in his life of devotion to Jesus and Mary. 

Amen. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

ENVIRONMENT 

We would like to thank our church  
environmental crew for their amazing 
work on preparing our beautiful 
church for Advent and Christmas. 
These gentleman, Al Weber, Dave 
Tepe, and Greg O’Connor continue to 
bring the beauty to the church week in and week 
out. If you would wish to donate to the environment, 
simply fill out the form below. A suggested amount 
would be $25. You can drop it in the collection basket 
or drop it off at the office. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
Name:______________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________ 
 

In Loving Memory of: 

___________________________________ 

Amount:____________________________ 
 

Loved ones will be listed in a January Bulletin. 

Samantha Carlson Kessler Engstrom 

Myles Fox Finn Fulcher 

Margaret Gill Aurelia Heinz 

Clare Hengemuhle  Mia Kalis 

Leah Klocker Chidiwa Kofi 

Logan Lagos Lauren Nichol 

Keller Nichols Jonah Popelka 

Nathan Radcliffe Cesar Reynoso 

Louie Rothmund Grace Slagle 

Logan Tich Lucas Shreiner 

Luke Sutton James Timmers 

mailto:wedding@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of December 13 - December 20, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Willard Parenteau 

                10:30 AM †Dennis Weimann Sr. 

     6:00 PM  Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Kay Reber 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Sandra Hause 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Dianne Sanders 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Sean Patrick Lyons 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Mary Leona & George Nash 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Dr. Edward “Ted” Pokorny       

    4:00 PM †Ron Palmer 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Rodney Raschke 

          10:30 AM  †Judy Robinson 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of December 6th, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $41,367.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $12,668. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $38,353. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $499,492. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $509,034.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -1.87% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($9,542.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $28,700. 

Consider donating to the Church with a stock donation 
or IRA transfer. There may be tax benefits for you in 
making a donation in these ways. If you would like to 
make a contribution through these ways, please inform 
Tricia Hengemuhle in the parish office at 651-894-
6146 or thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org. 

DONATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Giving as an Act of Trust 
God, our Heavenly Father, has called us to do as an act of trust in Him. You may never thought of giving 
as an act of trust, but it is! When you give, you’re basically telling God, “I trust that You will provide for 
me, even as I give.” And the great part about that statement of trust is that it’s true. God can be trusted to 
sustain you even though you have a little bit less. And I think that is one of the huge takeaways when we 
give. We learn to trust and lean only on ourselves and trust only in our ability to generate financial 
security. But it’s draining, isn’t it? Listen, God doesn’t want you to feel that pressure. Anxiety is not a 
spiritual gift. But oftentimes it’s not enough just to say “Okay God, I trust you.” Sure, we can sort of 
mentally believe that, but there’s still something inside of us that wrestles with that statement. That is why 
giving is so important. Giving helps us let go of our hold on money and belief that we can provide for 
ourselves. Giving helps us release that anxiety and really place our trust in Him. Matthew 6 says, “Your 
heavenly Father already knows all of your needs. Seek the kingdom of God above all else, and live 

righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” 

God Bless, 
Jeff Peterson, Chief of Staff 

SEASON OF GIVING 

2nd Collection - Make a Difference 
“Every dollar makes a difference in covering our 
expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US 
religious communities struggle to provide for aging 
members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests served for little pay. Your 
gift to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious helps these communities 
bridge the gap, offering support 
for medications, nursing care, and 
other necessities. Please be 
generous. 

RETIREMENT FOR RELIGIOUS 

 
Taxpayers who do not itemize deductions may take a 
charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash 
contributions made in 2020 to qualifying charitable 
organizations like the Church of St. Peter. The CARES 
Act also temporarily suspends limits on charitable 
contributions. For more information, please go to the 

IRS website.  

CARES ACT 

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org


 

 


