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UPDATE: DEACON BOB BISCIGLIA 

 

Deacon Bob has been with St. Peter’s Parish since 2004, in 

his initial assignment as Deacon and since 2006, as Director 

of Pastoral Ministry. During that time he has filled many key 

ministry roles here at the Church of St. Peter. 

 

Beginning in January of 2020, he began to scale back his 

hours in pastoral ministry and continued on a part time 

basis. He still brings Holy Communion to our homebound and 

those unable to make it to Sunday Mass each week. 

 

Beginning January 1, 2021, Deacon Bob will serve at the 

Institute for Diaconate Formation (IDF) at the St. Paul 

Seminary.  IDF prepares men for ordination as permanent 

deacons.  Because of his involvement in that ministry, Deacon 

Bob will no longer be able to serve in pastoral ministry for the homebound and sick here at the 

Church of St. Peter. 

 

We are grateful for all of Deacon Bob’s years of service to the Church of St. Peter. Both he and his 

wife Anne have been an integral part of this parish and their work here has been nothing short of 

exceptional. Their willingness to give their time and talents to this parish for so long is 

unprecedented and a testimony of their faith, hope and charity.  

Deacon Bob and Anne will continue to be part of our parish.  Deacon Bob will continue to serve as 

Deacon at Mass on most weekends and other sacraments as his schedule permits.   

We wish Deacon Bob a great heartfelt thank you and our prayers for him as he serves men 

discerning the call as deacons in the Catholic Church. 

 

 



 

 

 

I want to express my sincere thanks to Fr. Ettore, Fr. 

Pietro, Fr. Stefano and all the parish staff for their 

support in my work in Pastoral Ministry here at St. 

Peter’s.  They have made it possible for me to partially 

retire over this past year by absorbing many 

particular responsibilities so that I could successfully 

reduce my hours to part time.   

 

The time has come for another change in my life here 

at the Church of St. Peter.  

Over the years since I was ordained I have been 

privileged to serve the Institute of Diaconate 

Formation (IDF) where men interested in the vocation of deacon, along with their wives, learn and 

discern the call to serve God in this way. Thanks be to God, in the past two years there has been a 

significant increase of applicants and those in turn accepted for candidacy and formation. Because 

of the need for additional support at IDF, I will be increasing my involvement there beginning the 

first of the year.  

 

It certainly is with some sadness to make this change at St. Peter’s, but I am not leaving entirely! I 

will continue to serve as deacon at liturgies and sacraments. 

 

I want to thank you, my brothers and sisters, for you have 

indeed helped form me as a pastoral minister! I have 

learned so much from what you willingly shared with me 

through your joys, trials and sufferings. I am grateful for and 

blessed by the love and friendship you have extended to 

me.  My hope is that from my experience, I can share with 

other men some of the depth and the meaning of what it is 

to be a deacon in the Catholic Church, today and in the 

years to come.   

 

You remain in my prayers, and I wish you a Blessed 

Christmas and a Joyful New Year! 

Deacon Bob Bisciglia 

FROM DEACON BOB BISCIGLIA 

 

 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION - ADVENT 

The Faith Formation team at St. Peter is guided by the conviction that "people are hungry for the Good News that 

Christ lived and died for our salvation and that we must use all the gifts, creativity, wisdom, and prudence we have 

to continue to answer that call - now, more than ever" (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, Guidelines for 

Faith Formation Events and Activities 2020-2021).  During this time of restrictions and uncertainty, we are so 

very grateful for the faith and charity of our catechists, who support and encourage all of us during this time.  

Joey Odell leads the 4th and 5th grade class. He shared this witness with 

us: 

I have been inspired this year by many families who have risen to 

the extraordinary challenges presented by this unusual time! Out of 

concern for everyone's safety and respect for the directives 

provided by the state and the archbishop, we have cut down faith 

formation classes hosted at the parish to once per month. For the 

remaining three weeks, parents are catechizing their children in their 

own homes. […] It can be easy to believe that the pandemic has 

given us extra time with our families, so we should have plenty of 

time to do extra family activities. But by now, we've all learned that 

the disruption to our normal routines has increased the stress of 

maintaining our homes, and there doesn't seem to be any increase in spare time. This is why I find the 

commitment these parents have made so inspiring!  

Below is an excerpt from the letter Joey wrote to parents after the first class: 

Hello amazing parents! 

I hope you are all doing well during these strange times. I wanted to follow up after meeting with 

your wonderful children, both to provide you all with some feedback on how things went and to encourage 

your efforts to instruct your children in the faith at home. As you know, the focus of our lesson was on 

Genesis 1-11, which is an account of the Creation of the World, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and 

the Flood, and the Tower of Babel. This is quite a lot of material to get through! […] The kids listened very 

well, asked questions, participated in activities, and were a joy to have in the group. I suspect that they are 

grateful for the opportunity to get out of the house and see other children. We did, however, have to limit 

our discussion to focus on the most important details […] 

There are many other important details that we didn't have time to discuss, and I hope you find time to 

discuss them with your children. I would especially encourage you to focus on any questions your children 

might have. A questioning faith is an active faith. And it's okay if you don't know the answer to something. 

Working through questions to the best of your ability and admitting you don't know an answer is a 

good example in itself. But you don't have to leave it there! The textbook and activity book can be a guide 

but even more, the Catechism of the Catholic Church can help answer questions you or your child might 

have; paragraphs 325-412 is focused on Creation, the nature of Man, and the Fall. You can ask Fr. 

Stefano, Jen, Jake, or myself if you would like help with a specific issue. Working through these questions 

develops a healthy and vigorous Catholic imagination. […] 

Thank you all for your work as Parent Catechists this year! I hope you embrace this time spent teaching 

your children is an opportunity to grow your own faith as well as the faith of your little ones. Again, if you 

have any questions or need some additional support, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

In Christ, 

Joey Odell, O.P. 

 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c1p5.htm


 

 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the  

repose of the soul of Anna Fox whose funeral was this 

past week. 

We would like to thank our 
church environmental crew for 
their amazing work on 
preparing our beautiful church 
for Advent and Christmas. These 
gentleman, Al Weber, Dave 
Tepe, and Greg O’Connor continue to bring 
the beauty to the church week in and week 
out. If you would wish to donate to the 
environment, simply fill out the form below. A 
suggested amount would be $25. You can drop 
it in the collection basket or drop it off at the 
office. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Name:______________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________ 
 

In Loving Memory of: 

___________________________________ 

Amount:____________________________ 
 

Loved ones will be listed in a January Bulletin. 

ENVIRONMENT 

If you are planning on 
celebrating your marriage here 
at Saint Peter, please advise us 
at least 9 months in advance. 
To assist you at the start of this 

vocation, you are required to attend three pre
-marriage information sessions here at Saint 
Peter. There is a substantial amount of 
information that will be beneficial and 
therefore we request both of you to be 
present. 
 
The next sessions are: 

 
Saturday, March 20, 2021, 8am – 2pm 

(lunch provided) 
Saturday, April 10, 2021, 8am – 11am 
Saturday, April 24, 2021, 8am – 11 am  

 
We will meet in person, in accordance with the 
guidelines of the CDC 
 

*Zoom option is available 
Questions e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

MARRIAGE PREP 

We have been the recipients of a very kind 

and generous donation to buy Magnificat’s for 

our parishioners.  This donation was given to 

us with the desire for more people to be 

introduced to and enjoy the beauty of the 

Magnificat.  

With this donation 

we are able to buy 

40 one-year long 

subscriptions for 

$5.00 each. If you 

would like to purchase 

a year’s subscription 

please call Connie in 

the parish office.  

MAGNIFICAT 

 

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  
If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff 
Peterson, jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the 
North St. Paul Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR 
TEXT. In the case of any email or text asking for funds 
or appearing to be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO 
CONTACT THE PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN 
PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC. 
 
Forward original phishing email messages to 
spam@uce.gov and file a complaint with the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC).  

mailto:wedding@stpetersnsp.org
mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1


 

 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 
weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

Peace in the World 

 ADVENT CALENDAR 

Dear Church of St. Peter parishioners,  

As the academic year at St. Anthony school in our sister parish in Paraguay ends this 
month, it is time to plan for the new school year beginning in February 2021. This has 
been an exceptionally difficult year due to the COVID pandemic. Distance learning 
is difficult because only about 30% of students have internet access. Photo copies of 
work is delivered to students by teachers. Up to four students who are close to school 
can come at certain times while following safety precautions. Student evaluations and 
report cards are being done as normal. The school has little income, tuition has been 

lowered but still many parents cannot pay.  

St. Anthony school has about 400 students each 
year. Church of St. Peter parishioner’s generosity 

has helped provide education to St. Anthony students from preschool through 
high school. A one-year sponsorship for one student is $300, which provides 
tuition, meals, uniforms and school supplies. Please review the sponsorship form 
in the gathering space or visit our website at churchofstpeternsp.org/

Paraguay. 

PARAGUAY SPONSORSHIP 

Christ the Redeemer parishioners dedicate a Mass every 
Friday to the Church of St. Peter parish members and 
sponsors. Your financial support is a blessing to the 

families and the entire community!  

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 
Confession 5:30-6:00pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 23 added Confession from 6:30-8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
  
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS** 
Thursday, December 24: Vigil Masses *4:00pm and 
6:00pm 
11:00 pm Lessons in Carol 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ** 
Friday, December 25: Midnight, 7:00am, 

9:00am, *11:00am 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS 
Thursday, December 31: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Friday, January 1: 9:00am and 7:00pm 

 

 
No Confession before Christmas Masses 

* Mass will be live streamed 
** You must sign up online for Christmas Masses 
NOTE: Incense will be used at the 4pm, mid-

night, 9am and 11am masses 

Heavenly Father, 

Who gave St. Joseph to Jesus and Mary 

As protector and guide, 

Grant that our Archdiocesan Synod, 

Under his protection and guidance, 

May help us discern your direction for our Church. 

May we listen as he listened, 

Trust as he trusted, 

Obey as he obeyed, 

Receive as he received, 

Love as he loved, 

And share in his life of devotion to Jesus and Mary. 

Amen. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of December 20 - December 27, 2020 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Rodney Raschke 

                10:30 AM †Judy Robinson 

     6:00 PM  Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Mary Margaret Ness 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Kay Reber 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †James Gow Jr. 

                 6:00 PM   Victims of Abuse 

Thursday:   4:00 PM  Parishoners 

    6:00 PM Fraternity of Priestly Mission of 

       St. Charles Borromeo 

Friday:    12:00 AM †Gary Jungmann,  

                                     Richard and Rosemary Hill  

                    7:00 AM Priesthood & Consecrated    

       Vocations 

                    9:00 AM End of the Pandemic 

      11:00 AM Ferrario Family   

Saturday:  8:00 AM †Collin Capistrant          

    4:00 PM †Peggy Turcotte 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Robert Schloeffer 

          10:30 AM  †Allison Feldkamp 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of December 13th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $25,577.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $5,588. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $26,069. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $525,069. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $535,103.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -1.88% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($10,034.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $19,989. 

Consider donating to the Church with a stock donation 
or IRA transfer. There may be tax benefits for you in 
making a donation in these ways. If you would like to 
make a contribution through these ways, please inform 
Tricia Hengemuhle in the parish office at                
651-894-6146 or thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org. 

DONATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

God doesn’t ask us to give because He’s trying to guilt-trip us into something. And God’s not going to love 
us more if we give or love us less if we don’t. It’s nothing like that at all. The truth is, God asks us to give 
because it’s in our best interest. Think about it. Isn’t it true that when you give it does something inside of 
you? I don’t think that is an accident. I think that is the way God designed us-to be generous, like He is. 
And by giving consistently, we are cultivating that part of us. St. Paul says that you must each decide in 
your heart how much to give, not reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who 
gives cheerfully.”(2nd Corinthians 9:7) You know, if God really only cared about your money, He would’ve 
just said, “God loves a person who gives.” He didn’t. Instead, He says, “God loves a person gives 
cheerfully.” Now, why would God say that? Because God wants to do something in you, not just get 
something from you. He wants to turn you into Himself as an open generous person, not a person who 
gives unwillingly or out of guilt.  
I hope you’ll see giving as a chance to practice giving with the right frame of mind and the right spirit. Not 
out of guilt or shame, but of joy and gratefulness with a cheerful heart.  
God Bless, 
Jeff Peterson 

Chief of Staff 

SEASON OF GIVING 

Taxpayers who do not itemize deductions may take a 
charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash 
contributions made in 2020 to qualifying charitable 
organizations like the Church of St. Peter. The CARES 
Act also temporarily suspends limits on charitable 
contributions. For more information, please go to the 

IRS website.  

CARES ACT 

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT FUND 
“We are conscious of the great generosity of the many 
benefactors who support the Retirement Fund for 
Religious each year,” says a Catholic sister. “Support 
from the fund has been a tremendous blessing 
to our retired sisters.” Thank you for donating 
to last week’s second collection. 

THANK YOU 

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org


 

 


