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Dear parishioners, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021! 
 
First of all, on behalf of the Fraternity of Saint Charles Borromeo, I would like to thank you for 
your prayers, friendship and genuine charity throughout the past three and a half years.  
 
As we celebrate the Holy Christmas season and embark on the New Year 2021, I continue to be 
evermore amazed by your charity and commitment in every aspect of our mission at St. Peter’s 
Church, especially in this unusual year of pandemic. Thank you! 
 
I am grateful for our dedicated parish staff members who untiringly work to carry out the mission 
of our parish with love and generosity:  
 
Thanks also to our parochial vicars Fr. Pietro Rossotti and Fr. Stefano Colombo, Deacon Bob 
Bisciglia and Deacon Eric Cooley, and Fr. Daniele Scorrano and seminarian Giacomo Landoni who 
returned to Italy.   
 
Jeff Peterson in the role of Chief of Staff, serving as the pastor's liaison to employees and 
parishioners to ensure all issues are addressed properly and efficiently. 
 
Tricia Hengemuhle in the role of Finance and HR Manager, and Mike Fellrath, Accountant. 
 
Connie Roering, Assistant to the Pastor supporting the pastor and assisting clergy with 
Sacramental preparations. 
 
Jennifer Greger, Faith Formation Assistant and Safe Environment Coordinator, in this time of 
pandemic within the “abundance of Christ who came to give life and give it more abundantly”, she 
has started a new middle group with other adults and teenagers called “The Fellowship of the 
Keys” following the everlasting and moving relationship between Jesus Christ and St Peter. 
 
Barb Waldorf, CGS Program Coordinator, her leadership has upgraded class spaces, teachings 
and grades for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Thanks to the catechists of CGS! 
 
Timothy Roy, Music Coordinator, working with the choirs and cantors. 
 
Patti Teachout, Liturgy Coordinator, working closely with the clergy during this unprecedented 
time of COVID with millions of policies and changes to keep the church safe and functional. 
 
Claire Jensen, Receptionist, assisting staff members, answering phones, and being flexible to 
work with us in any need during this COVID time. 
 
Dave Hagen, Maintenance Supervisor, working smoothly and happily in the parish offices, church 
and school along with Scott Windey and Mark Winn. 
 

YEAR END THANK YOU 



 

 

 
 
Thanks to all the members of the Stewardship Committee and their work in discovering as an eye 
witness the abundant love of Jesus Christ for those who risk to GIVE TO GOD! 
Thanks to the members of the newly formed Live Streamed Mass Group who have enabled us to 
reach so many parishioners at home because of the pandemic with Masses on Sunday and 
Solemnities. We are internationally followed. 
 
I also thank the extraordinary work of ushers, environmental volunteers, wedding and funeral 
servers-coordinators, receptionists and all the parish volunteers’ groups and choir members 
who help with different tasks in our church’s liturgy/activities and building facilities during 
this COVID year and help fulfill the vision of a parish with dignity, safety and beauty.  
 
For our parish school at the beginning of the year, we had a retreat focused on Catholic 
education with Dr. Michael Naughton who presented his book “The Heart of Culture” to our 
teachers and school staff members. Our faculty has been reading the book and having excellent 
conversations about the role of Catholic education as a key contributor to holistic human formation. 
Along with the school teachers and staff our priority is to preserve and enhance the Catholic 
identity of our parish school. I am also spending time teaching Religion to the 7 th and 8th graders 
and Confirmation class to the 8thgraders. Thanks to Alison Dahlman, School Principal, Dennis 
Rankin assistant principal and all of the teachers and school staff for their daily dedication to 
keep the school open and conduct in-person classes in the best possible environment.  We should 
all take pride in our parish school. 
 
I am grateful to the members of the Trustee, Financial and Pastoral Councils who are wise and 
hardworking men and women dedicated to the mission of this parish and to the truth of the 
Catholic Faith.  
 
Facing some challenges for some prolonged time of absence of public Masses because of COVID, 
we say thanks for the good leadership and constant communication of our Archdiocese of St Paul-
Minneapolis in these moments of healing and unity in Christ. 
 
We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many parishioners who made donations through the years and 
for those parishioners who continue to support with donations to the work of the church. 
 
 
 
May God fulfill your heart's wishes. 

 

Your pastor Fr. Ettore Ferrario, F.S.C.B 



 

 

UPDATE: DEACON BOB BISCIGLIA 

 

Deacon Bob has been with St. Peter’s Parish since 2004, 

in his initial assignment as Deacon and since 2006, as 

Director of Pastoral Ministry. During that time he has 

filled many key ministry roles here at the Church of St. 

Peter. 

 

Beginning in January of 2020, he began to scale back 

his hours in pastoral ministry and continued on a part 

time basis. He still brings Holy Communion to our 

homebound and those unable to make it to Sunday 

Mass each week. 

 

Beginning January 1, 2021, Deacon Bob will serve at 

the Institute for Diaconate Formation (IDF) at the St. Paul 

Seminary.  IDF prepares men for ordination as permanent deacons.  Because of his 

involvement in that ministry, Deacon Bob will no longer be able to serve in pastoral ministry 

for the homebound and sick here at the Church of St. Peter. 

 

We are grateful for all of Deacon Bob’s years of service to the Church of St. Peter. Both he 

and his wife Anne have been an integral part of this parish and their work here has been 

nothing short of exceptional. Their willingness to give their time and talents to this parish for 

so long is unprecedented and a testimony of their faith, hope and charity.  

Deacon Bob and Anne will continue to be part of our parish.  Deacon Bob will continue to 

serve as Deacon at Mass on most 

weekends and other sacraments as 

his schedule permits.   

We wish Deacon Bob a great 

heartfelt thank you and our prayers 

for him as he serves men discerning 

the call as deacons in the Catholic 

Church. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

I want to express my sincere thanks to Fr. Ettore, Fr. 

Pietro, Fr. Stefano and all the parish staff for their 

support in my work in Pastoral Ministry here at St. 

Peter’s.  They have made it possible for me to partially 

retire over this past year by absorbing many 

particular responsibilities so that I could successfully 

reduce my hours to part time.   

 

The time has come for another change in my life here 

at the Church of St. Peter.  

Over the years since I was ordained I have been 

privileged to serve the Institute of Diaconate 

Formation (IDF) where men interested in the vocation 

of deacon, along with their wives, learn and discern the call to serve God in this way. Thanks be to 

God, in the past two years there has been a significant increase of applicants and those in turn 

accepted for candidacy and formation. Because of the need for additional support at IDF, I will be 

increasing my involvement there beginning the first of the year.  

 

It certainly is with some sadness to make this change at St. Peter’s, but I am not leaving entirely! I 

will continue to serve as deacon at liturgies and sacraments. 

 

I want to thank you, my brothers and sisters, for you have 

indeed helped form me as a pastoral minister! I have 

learned so much from what you willingly shared with me 

through your joys, trials and sufferings. I am grateful for and 

blessed by the love and friendship you have extended to 

me.  My hope is that from my experience, I can share with 

other men some of the depth and the meaning of what it is 

to be a deacon in the Catholic Church, today and in the 

years to come.   

 

You remain in my prayers, and I wish you a Blessed 

Christmas and a Joyful New Year! 

Deacon Bob Bisciglia 

FROM DEACON BOB BISCIGLIA 

 

 



 

 

 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH  

 

The question of the use of vaccines, in general, is often at the center of controversy in the forum of 

public opinion. In recent months, this Congregation has received several requests for guidance 

regarding the use of vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19, which, in the 

course of research and production, employed cell lines drawn from tissue obtained from two 

abortions that occurred in the last century. At the same time, diverse and sometimes conflicting 

pronouncements in the mass media by bishops, Catholic associations, and experts have raised 

questions about the morality of the use of these vaccines. 

There is already an important pronouncement of the Pontifical Academy for Life on this issue, 

entitled “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from aborted human 

fetuses” (5 June 2005). Further, this Congregation expressed itself on the matter with the 

Instruction Dignitas Personae (September 8, 2008, cf. nn. 34 and 35). In 2017, the Pontifical 

Academy for Life returned to the topic with a Note. These documents already offer some general 

directive criteria. 

Since the first vaccines against Covid-19 are already available for distribution and administration 

in various countries, this Congregation desires to offer some indications for clarification of this 

matter. We do not intend to judge the safety and efficacy of these vaccines, although ethically 

relevant and necessary, as this evaluation is the responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug 

agencies. Here, our objective is only to consider the moral aspects of the use of the vaccines 

against Covid-19 that have been developed from cell lines derived from tissues obtained from 

two fetuses that were not spontaneously aborted. 

1. As the Instruction Dignitas Personae states, in cases where cells from aborted fetuses are 

employed to create cell lines for use in scientific research, “there exist differing degrees of 

responsibility”[1] of cooperation in evil. For example,“in organizations where cell lines of illicit 

origin are being utilized, the responsibility of those who make the decision to use them is not the 

same as that of those who have no voice in such a decision”.[2] 

2. In this sense, when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. in 

countries where vaccines without ethical problems are not made available to physicians and 

patients, or where their distribution is more difficult due to special storage and transport 

conditions, or when various types of vaccines are distributed in the same country but health 

authorities do not allow citizens to choose the vaccine with which to be inoculated) it is morally 

acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their 

research and production process. 

  

NOTE ON THE MORALITY OF USING SOME COVID-19 VACCINES 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html#_ftn1
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html#_ftn2


 

 

3. The fundamental reason for considering the use of these vaccines morally licit is that the kind of 

cooperation in evil (passive material cooperation) in the procured abortion from which these cell 

lines originate is, on the part of those making use of the resulting vaccines, remote. The moral duty 

to avoid such passive material cooperation is not obligatory if there is a grave danger, such as the 

otherwise uncontainable spread of a serious pathological agent[3]--in this case, the pandemic 

spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19. It must therefore be considered that, in such 

a case, all vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used in good conscience 

with the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with 

the abortion from which the cells used in production of the vaccines derive. It should be empha-

sized, however, that the morally licit use of these types of vaccines, in the particular conditions that 

make it so, does not in itself constitute a legitimation, even indirect, of the practice of abortion, and 

necessarily assumes the opposition to this practice by those who make use of these vaccines. 

4. In fact, the licit use of such vaccines does not and should not in any way imply that there is a 

moral endorsement of the use of cell lines proceeding from aborted fetuses.[4] Both pharmaceuti-

cal companies and governmental health agencies are therefore encouraged to produce, approve, 

distribute and offer ethically acceptable vaccines that do not create problems of conscience for either 

health care providers or the people to be vaccinated. 

5. At the same time, practical reason makes evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral obli-

gation and that, therefore, it must be voluntary. In any case, from the ethical point of view, the mo-

rality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one's own health, but also on the duty to 

pursue the common good. In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epidemic, the 

common good may recommend vaccination, especially to protect the weakest and most exposed. 

Those who, however, for reasons of conscience, refuse vaccines produced with cell lines from abort-

ed fetuses, must do their utmost to avoid, by other prophylactic means and appropriate behavior, 

becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious agent. In particular, they must avoid any risk 

to the health of those who cannot be vaccinated for medical or other reasons, and who are the 

most vulnerable. 

6. Finally, there is also a moral imperative for the pharmaceutical industry, governments and inter-

national organizations to ensure that vaccines, which are effective and safe from a medical point of 

view, as well as ethically acceptable, are also accessible to the poorest countries in a manner that is 

not costly for them. The lack of access to vaccines, otherwise, would become another sign of dis-

crimination and injustice that condemns poor countries to continue living in health, economic and so-

cial poverty.[5] 

The Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience granted to the undersigned Prefect of the Congrega-

tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 17 December 2020, examined the present Note and ordered its 

publication. 

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 21 December 2020, 

Liturgical Memorial of Saint Peter Canisius. 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html#_ftn3
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html#_ftn4
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html#_ftn5


 

 

SEMINARIAN GIACOMO LANDONI 

“Last week I received the Lectorate, which is another step forward 
on the path of my vocation: after that celebration, I was formally 
allowed to read the readings, the Word of the Lord, from the 
ambo during Mass (even if when I had to serve at Mass in the 
seminary, I was used to reading the first reading and the psalm); 
and I also started to pray daily not only the Liturgy of the Hours, 
but also the Office of Readings in the breviary. But for me the 
importance of this new step is that it asked me to say “Yes” again 
to Christ and to evaluate these last four years in the seminary.  

I wish you all a blessed Christmas! And thanks again for your 

support during these years of seminary and for your prayers.” 

 

- Giacomo Landoni, seminarian of the FSCB.  

He spent one year with us at the Church of St Peter involved in Faith Formation & Youth Group. 

 

In gratitude for the blessings we experience at 

St. Peter’s, we invited school families to join us in 

supporting others in need.  This year, St. Peter’s 

staff, students, and families supported the efforts 

of Catholic Charities’ Annual Giving Tree 

Event.  The Catholic Charities Giving Tree Wish 

List was distributed to families and they could 

choose if and how they would like to participate. 

Items were collected at school.  There was not 

one day without donations coming in from 

families! 

 

Our seventh grade elves helped Mrs. Pederson 

organize and write down the donation items, and load everything into the Pederson sleigh. The donation 

drop-off at the Mall of America was a success. The Catholic Charities staff was overjoyed with the sleigh-

full of items. Plus, Jeff Olsen with KOOL 108 asked to interview Mrs. Pederson on the radio on Monday, 

December 21 to publicly thank St. Peter Cathoilc School families for their joyful giving.   

 

It was a beautiful opportunity to serve others in our 

community by seeing the need (critical thinking), inviting 

others to join in (virtuous leadership), and responding 

with the active love of Jesus Christ to others (living 

saints). Thank you to all families who generously gave to 

those in need. God's abundance is certainly at St. 

Peter's! 
 

ST. PETER’S SCHOOL 

 

 



 

 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 
weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

Those with Addictions 

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, patron saint of the addicted, I 

come before you seeking your assistance and 

prayers for all those suffering with addictions. 

Pray that God may help break the chains of 

addiction that hold them bound and set them free 

to live a life of health, happiness, and hope. 

Ask the Lord to look with compassion upon them 

and in His infinite mercy, fill their life with people 

who will hold them accountable for their actions 

and help them stay away from that which held them 

bound. 

We ask this all in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

January 3, 2021 
Epiphany of the Lord 

“..they fell down and worshipped him.  Then they opened 
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh...” - Matthew 2:11 
  
Notice the order of events in the Magi’s visit.  First, 
they knelt before Jesus and prayed to Him.  Then they 
presented Him with their gifts.  We, too, must take time 
to pray before we present our gifts to the Lord.  We 
never know what God may be asking us to share!  
 
Ask the Lord in prayer this week what he’s asking 
you to share this year. 

LIVING WITH CHRIST 

Just a reminder we have our Paraguay sponsorship 

drive in full force! Help us reach our goal of providing 

100 scholarships for the kids of our sister Parish 

Christo Redentor in Coronel Oviedo, Paraguay. We 

are currently about half way. Please consider 

renewing or joining this very worthy cause. 

Sponsorship forms can be found in the gathering space 

or you can donate online. Donations in any amounts 

are welcomed. THANK YOU! 

PARAGUAY CORNER 

Eucharistic Adoration Thursday, January 7, 

2021 in the Main Church 5:00-7:00pm. 

Lectio Divina during the Eucharistic Adoration 
at 5: 30 pm on the Third Joyful Mystery of the 
Rosary “The Nativity of Our Lord” lead 
by father John Mary prior of the Carmelite 

Hermitage of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Concluding with Evening 
prayer at 6:40pm & 

Benediction. 

You are welcome to join it 
any time from 5:00-
7:00pm. 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 



 

 

THE JEWELER’S SHOP 

A journey for discovering all the beauty of marriage  



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of January 3 - January 10, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Dr. Edward “Ted” Pokorny    

                10:30 AM †Dennis Weimann Sr. 

     6:00 PM  Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Tom Lyons 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Mrs. Kathy Rougie Benie  

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Elsie Hanson 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Eunice Kuehn 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Leonard Sears 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †CCW Members          

    4:00 PM †Donald Ethier 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Willard Parenteau 

          10:30 AM  †Dennis Weimann Sr. 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of December 13th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $25,577.  

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $5,588. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $26,069. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $525,069. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $535,103.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -1.88% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($10,034.)  

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $19,989. 

Consider donating to the Church with a stock donation 

or IRA transfer. There may be tax benefits for you in 

making a donation in these ways. If you would like to 

make a contribution through these ways, please inform 

Tricia Hengemuhle in the parish office at 651-894-

6146 or thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org. 

DONATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Taxpayers who do not itemize deductions may take a 
charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash 
contributions made in 2020 to qualifying charitable 
organizations like the Church of St. Peter. The CARES 
Act also temporarily suspends limits on charitable 
contributions. For more information, please go to the 

IRS website.  

CARES ACT 

THANK YOU for you 

generosity toward this 

year’s Giving Tree. 

We had 14 families 

that received gifts, plus 

3 additional families 

who called too late to receive gifts, but got food 

and gas cards thanks to you! Every year we are 

amazed by the generosity of our parishioners. You 

always exceed expectations! The gifts are so 

thoughtful and beautifully wrapped. Thank you for 

making the Christmas of these families not just 

possible but special. They are truly grateful and as a 

parish we are so blessed with your generosity! 

GIVING TREE 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT 

 

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org


 

 


