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Dear parishioners,  

 

I would like to achieve a sense of unity in the following solemnities and feasts 

we all have celebrated together in the church at this Christmas time. I will try 

to unfold the unity of the Mystery of the Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

in this Christmas time, ending with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We 

ponder the Incarnation in the unique setting in various scenes such as: in the 

martyrs who are ready to give witness to Christ, in the Holy Family as a 

beacon for the entire world, in the maternity of Mary elevated by God in such high honor as no 

creature is in the whole history of salvation, in the revelation of Jesus as King, Lord and Redeemer 

by the gentile world, and finally, the manifestation of the unity of the Trinity in the Baptism of our 

Lord. 

 

December 25, 2020 -Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord: “Dearly beloved, today our Saviour 

is born; let us rejoice,” says Saint Leo the Great, pope in his Christmas sermon. “Christian, 

remember your dignity.” In Christmas God becomes visible and touchable for us, His closeness fills 

us with wonder and a desire to search through this time. 

 

December 26, 2020 - In Saint Stephen, the first Martyr - Feast:  We read that “Yesterday we 

celebrated the birth in time of our eternal King. Today we celebrate the triumphant suffering of his 

soldier. 

  Yesterday our king, clothed in his robe of flesh, left his place in the virgin’s womb and 

graciously visited the world. Today his soldier leaves the tabernacle of his body and goes 

triumphantly to heaven.” From St Fulgentius of Ruspe 

 

December 27, 20920 - The Holy Family - Feast 

The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life of Jesus – the school of 

the Gospel...First, then, a lesson of  silence. May esteem for silence, that admirable and 

indispensable condition of mind, revive in us, besieged as we are by so many uplifted voices, the 

general noise and uproar, in our seething and over-sensitized modern life... Next, there is a lesson 

on family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its communion of love, its austere and 

simple beauty, and its sacred and inviolable character. Let us learn from Nazareth that the 

formation received at home is gentle and irreplaceable. Let us learn the prime importance of the 

role of the family in the social order. 

 

Finally, there is a lesson of  work. Nazareth, home of the ‘Carpenter’s Son’, in you I would choose to 

understand and proclaim the severe and redeeming law of human work; here I would restore the 

awareness of the nobility of work; and reaffirm that work cannot be an end in itself, but that its 

freedom and its excellence derive, over and above its economic worth, from the value of those for 

whose sake it is undertaken. And here at Nazareth, to conclude, I want to greet all the workers of 

the world, holding up to them their great pattern, their brother who is God. He is the prophet of 

all their just causes, Christ our Lord.” From an address given at Nazareth by Pope Paul VI 

 



 

 

 

December 28, 2020 - Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

“A tiny child is born, who is a great king. Wise men are led to him from afar. They come to adore 

one who lies in a manger and yet reigns in heaven and on earth. When they tell of one who is 

born a king, Herod is disturbed. To save his kingdom he resolves to kill him, though if he would 

have faith in the child, he himself would reign in peace in this life and forever in the life to come... 

The children die for Christ, though they do not know it. The parents mourn for the death of martyrs. 

The child makes of those as yet unable to speak fit witnesses to himself. See the kind of kingdom 

that is his, coming as he did in order to be this kind of king. See how the deliverer is already 

working deliverance, the saviour already working salvation.” A sermon of St. Quodvultdeus 

 

January 1, 2021 -Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

“He had then to take a body like ours. This explains the fact of Mary’s presence: she is to provide 

him with a body of his own, to be offered for our sake. Scripture records her giving birth, and 

says: She wrapped him in swaddling clothes. Her breasts, which fed him, were called blessed. 

Sacrifice was offered because the child was her firstborn... 

What was born of Mary was therefore human by nature, in accordance with the inspired 

Scriptures, and the body of the Lord was a true body: It was a true body because it was the same 

as ours. Mary, you see, is our sister, for we are all born from Adam.” From a letter of St 

Athanasius 

 

January 3, 2021 - Epiphany of the Lord - Solemnity 

“This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star beckoned the three wise men 

out of their distant country and led them to recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth. 

The obedience of the star calls us to imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of 

the grace that invites all men to find Christ.” From a sermon of Saint Leo the Great, pope 

 

January 10, 2021 - The Baptism of the Lord - Feast 

“Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The heavens, like Paradise with its flaming 

sword, closed by Adam for himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as 

to an equal, bearing witness to his Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heaven, his place 

of origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form like the dove that so long ago announced the ending 

of the flood and so gives honour to the body that is one with God...Nothing gives such pleasure to 

God as the conversion and salvation of men, for whom his every word and every revelation exist. 

He wants you to become a living force for all mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be 

radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light 

of heaven.” From a sermon by Saint Gregory Nazianzen 

 

More wonders are to be discovered in this new liturgical year. 

 

Your pastor, 

Father Ettore Ferrario, FSCB 



 

 

2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Dear parishioners, a heartfelt thanks for continuing to 

support the work of capital improvements for the Church 
and School at St Peter.  
As time moves forward and we continue the ongoing usage 
of the facility, there are always needs to upgrade and 

improve upon our beautiful Church and Parish Facilities. 

We have reviewed a long list of items and prioritized 

them based on the need or demand. We have also 

created estimates for the cost of these projects. 

Listed below is what that looks like for the upcoming year.  

 

Church 
 

Church Lighting – $150,000. We will need to change all fixtures to LED based on 
government regulations 

 
Church Painting – $30,000. The church is 12 years old and has not been painted 

since the construction. It is time for a fresh coat of paint. 
 
Arrange Stations of the Cross - $25,000. The Stations of the Cross were hung in 

the wrong direction when church was constructed 
 
Water for back Sacristy - $15,000. Water for back sacristy and new cabinetry. 
 
Ministry Room in Bookstore - $15,000.  Create a space with a new ministry room 

and new cabinetry to accommodate liturgical related 
items and ministries.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Parish 
 

Fellowship Hall A/V System -$35,000. Update the 
audio system and add a video system that allows 
streaming, recording and providing high quality 
presentations.  
 
Parking Lot Sealing – $12,000. The parking lot should 
have been resealed last summer and will need to be 
done this year. 
 
AC Units in Rectory - $16,000.  Two units need replacing 
in the Rectory 
 

Repair/Replace Concrete on sidewalks - $10,000.  Many sections of concrete 
sidewalk are cracking and breaking creating a tripping hazard. 

 
Bathroom in O’Reilley Hall - $10,000. Update the two            

  bathrooms in O’Reilley Hall  
 
 
 

School 
 
Science Lab - $100,000.  Covered by Fund a Need dollars from school Gala 
 
Stairways in School Retreaded - $65,000. 
 
First Floor Tiles - $45,000.  Abated and replaced 
 
First Floor Wall Tiles - $10,000.  

Remove and update. 

 

 

 



 

 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 
weekly parish prayer intention.  

This week's prayer intention is: 

The Unemployed 

January 10, 2021 
Baptism of the Lord 

“And a voice came from the 

heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.’” -

 Mark 1:11 

  

 

Through our baptism, we too, are daughters and sons 

of God.  We are disciples of Jesus.  As true disciples 

we are called to actively participate in our Catholic 

faith, not just be mere bystanders.  This means working 

in collaboration with Holy Spirit and discerning how 

we are being asked to use our gifts.  Using our gifts 

for the benefit of others and not just for our own 

interests and comfort.    

 

Which of your gifts are the hardest to share with 

others? Why? 

LIVING WITH CHRIST 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

For the Life Care Center  
Usually at this time we have a baby 
bottle distribution and have your bring 
them back with your donation. Due to 
the pandemic we will not be handing 
out baby bottles. We will be having a 
second collection next weekend January 16th and 17th. 
Please be generous in your giving as this is a major 
fundraiser for the life care center to promote life and 
to provide help to mom’s in need of Diapers, clothing, 

and general parenting education. 

BABY BOTTLE COLLECTION 

 

 

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  
If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff 
Peterson, jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the 
North St. Paul Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR 
TEXT. In the case of any email or text asking for funds 
or appearing to be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO 
CONTACT THE PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN 
PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC. 
 
Forward original phishing email messages to 
spam@uce.gov and file a complaint with the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC).  

Heavenly Father, 

Who gave St. Joseph to Jesus and Mary 

As protector and guide, 

Grant that our Archdiocesan Synod, 

Under his protection and guidance, 

May help us discern your direction for our Church. 

May we listen as he listened, 

Trust as he trusted, 

Obey as he obeyed, 

Receive as he received, 

Love as he loved, 

And share in his life of devotion to Jesus and Mary. 

Amen. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of January 10 - January 17, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Deacon Jim Hepp  

                10:30 AM Parishioners 

     6:00 PM †Rich Wendel 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Leonard Sears 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Albert Bever Sr. 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Reparation for Offenses Against  

        the Holy Eucharist 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Kay Reber 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Nicole Andersob 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Dennis Weimann Sr.          

    4:00 PM †Nicole Anderson 

Sunday:  8:00 AM Parishioners 

          10:30 AM  †Russell & Bernice Mitchell 

    6:00 PM   †Arline Raleigh 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of January 5th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $49,974. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $13,088. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $42,349. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $650,521. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $650,083.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget 0.07% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $437.99 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $36,886. 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT 
 

Stand Up for Unborn Babies:  

On Saturday,  January 16th,  join the Knights of 

Columbus on the sidewalk in front of Little Canada 

Planned Parenthood (91 Viking Drive- by Hwy 36 & 

Rice St). We will meet there from 11:30 am-12:30 

pm, and again on the 3rd Saturday of EVERY 

month. Through prayer and/or holding signs 

let's defend the unborn. (Signs provided)  For info on 

parking or other questions email Grand Knight John 

Zakroczymski at johzak@msn.com or call Jan Hawkes 

at 651-490-0247.   There's plenty of room to 

social distance on the sidewalk. 

PRO-LIFE GROUP 
Thank you for supporting the 

Catholic Services Appeal 

Foundation (CSAF). The CSAF 

supports 20 ministries that 

serve over 175,000 recipients 

each year throughout the 

Archdiocese. In 2020, we well 

surpassed our parish donation 

goal with 355 parishioners 

pledging to give over 

$135,000 to the CSAF. The 

Church of St. Peter recently 

received a CSAF rebate of over $36,000. Thank you 

again for supporting the CSAF and our parish.  

 

2021 Calendars - We know you have been looking for the 2021 calendars. Unfortunately we did not 

receive them this year. By the time we realized we were not getting them it was too late to order any. We will 

check into this for next year and make sure that we have them. 

mailto:johzak@msn.com


 

 


