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The Blessings of a True Society is the title of a paragraph in the 

first chapter of the book “Reclaiming-Catholic Social Teaching” by 

Anthony Esolen. The book is a brilliant analysis of liberty, 

marriage, family, and other key issues of catholic social teaching 

that were much spoiled and twisted over decades, unfortunately, 

by so many ideologies that permeated our Way of Life. 

Therefore, at the beginning of this new year I would like to offer 

you a description of the famous painting The Angelus by Jean-

François Millet as it is described by the author of “Reclaiming-Catholic Social 

Teaching.” 

 

“A man and a woman, farm folk hoeing potatoes, pause in their hard work to 

pray. The noonday sky casts a glow about them. On the earth we see the 

potatoes, some of them spilling out of burlap sacks. There’s a wheelbarrow 

nearby with a few full sacks in it. The man has doffed his wide-brimmed hat for 

work in the sun and holds it against his breast. The woman folds her hands in 

prayer. They bow their heads. Just visible upon the far horizon is the spire of the 

church. The title, The Angelus, brings all the motifs together. It is the moment of 

Emmanuel: and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (John 1:14). What 

would a secular mind understand about this scene? A man and woman are 

praying. That’s their business, not ours. They’re poor. They should be given public 

assistance. And that is all.  

 

Let us understand more. First, we see that it is a man and a woman. They are 

married; the painter doesn’t need to spell this out. They are Adam and Eve. They 

are made for one another, as God had ordained from the beginning, and 

therefore, says the Lord, alluding to that original society before that Fall, a man 

shall leave his mother and father and cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one 

flesh.[…]. The man and woman belong together, as Millet has shown in the form 

of their bodies. The husband is wiry, with broad, angular shoulders. The wife is 

about as tall as he is, with wide hips. They are poor-it’s no gold coins they pry 

up from the furrows. They wear the peasant’s wooden shoes, shoes that would 

rub their feet into mass of blisters were it not for thick calluses years in the 

fruitfulness, the blessings of children to come. 
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Then there is the work. […]. All work may be ennobled by love; and work is a 

powerful prayer when performed for the glory of God. We affirm the converse 

too. Unless it is done in love, work is mere toil and grows inhuman. If done to 

obscure the glory of God, it is demonic. Since man is a social being, his prayer 

and his work are also social. The man and woman are united by both the prayer 

and the work, and it is indeed hard to distinguish those actions. [T]he 

overwhelming impression we gain from it is not of hurry or strain, but peace. The 

Lord is present in this tilling the field and this song of praise. There’s no false 

severance of the things of man from the things of God. Religion is not for Sunday 

alone; it is for every minute of our lives, and every fiber in our bodies, male and 

female, and every inch of the fields we work. […] 

 

Finally, that steeple. The man and woman are praying because they hear the 

Angelus bell tolling from far away. This is no secret handshake, no skulking in a 

back room, no relegation of prayer and praise to a cordoned-off ecclesial 

space, barely tolerated by the “real” world of secularists, hedonists, and 

assorted idolaters of power and wealth and celebrity. The bell rings out over the 

village and the plains. [...]  

 

We must affirm the holiness of marriage and its being grounded in our created 

nature. We must affirm the holiness of our labor, not to amass luxury, but to 

secure those modest provisions that make for contentment upon earth, that we 

may worship God with a free heart, endow our children, and give generously to 

those in need. The earth is fertile; the man, working the earth, brings it the more 

intimately and blessedly into the 

plan of God. So too man and 

woman, in their fertility, cooperate in 

bringing into being a new child, 

whose end is to enjoy God’s very 

life.” 
 

Holy New Year 2021 

Pastor, Father Ettore Ferrario, FSCB 
 

 



 

 

2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Dear parishioners, a heartfelt thanks for continuing to 

support the work of capital improvements for the Church 
and School at St. Peter.  
As time moves forward and we continue the ongoing usage 
of the facility, there are always needs to upgrade and 

improve upon our beautiful Church and Parish Facilities. 

We have reviewed a long list of items and prioritized 

them based on the need or demand. We have also 

created estimates for the cost of these projects. 

Listed below is what that looks like for the upcoming year.  

 

Church 
 

Church Lighting – $150,000. We will need to change all fixtures to LED based on 
government regulations 

 
Church Painting – $30,000. The church is 12 years old and has not been painted 

since the construction. It is time for a fresh coat of paint. 
 
Arrange Stations of the Cross - $25,000. The Stations of the Cross were hung in 

the wrong direction when church was constructed 
 
Water for back Sacristy - $15,000. Water for back sacristy and new cabinetry. 
 
Ministry Room in Bookstore - $15,000.  Create a space with a new ministry room 

and new cabinetry to accommodate liturgical related 
items and ministries.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Parish 
 

Fellowship Hall A/V System -$35,000. Update the 
audio system and add a video system that allows 
streaming, recording and providing high quality 
presentations.  
 
Parking Lot Sealing – $12,000. The parking lot should 
have been resealed last summer and will need to be 
done this year. 
 
AC Units in Rectory - $16,000.  Two units need replacing 
in the Rectory 
 

Repair/Replace Concrete on sidewalks - $10,000.  Many sections of concrete 
sidewalk are cracking and breaking creating a tripping hazard. 

 
Bathroom in O’Reilley Hall - $10,000. Update the two            

  bathrooms in O’Reilley Hall  
 
 
 

School 
 
Science Lab - $100,000.  Covered by Fund a Need dollars from school Gala 
 
Stairways in School Retreaded - $65,000. 
 
First Floor Tiles - $45,000.  Abated and replaced 
 
First Floor Wall Tiles - $10,000.  

Remove and update. 

 

 

 



 

 

This week's prayer intention is: 

The Church 

How Sacrifice and Real Presence Are  
Life-Changing 

 
We tend to think of “sacrifice” and “real 
presence” as doctrines to believe in – perhaps with 
some vague awareness of complicated medieval 
terms such as “transubstantiation.” But the logic of 
the liturgies of the various Christian traditions, and 
the whole point of the Vatican II renewal, is that 
our liturgical sharing in Christ’s dying and rising is 
meant to transform us individually and 
communally. The implications are huge! 
 
Friday, January 22, Webinar presentation from 
9:00-11:00 a.m. Event is Free. Registration is 
required (register at least five days in advance of 
the event); please visit www.collegevilleMN.com/
theologyday, call 320-363-3560, or 

email theologyday@csbsju.edu to register. 

WHAT MASS MEANS 

Heavenly Father, 

Who gave St. Joseph to Jesus and Mary 

As protector and guide, 

Grant that our Archdiocesan Synod, 

Under his protection and guidance, 

May help us discern your direction for our Church. 

May we listen as he listened, 

Trust as he trusted, 

Obey as he obeyed, 

Receive as he received, 

Love as he loved, 

And share in his life of devotion to Jesus and Mary. 

Amen. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 

Percentage of Registered Households by Annual 2020 Sunday Giving 

$0  50% 776 

$1-$99 6% 95 

$100-$299 7% 112 

$300-$499 5% 76 

$500-$999 9% 144 

$1,000-$1,999 12% 187 

Greater than $2,000 11% 172 

  Total 1562 

Stewardship of Treasure Sunday Giving 2020 Pledge Summary 

As of  12/31/20 

Percentage of 
Pledgers 

Number of 
Active Pledg-

ers Percentage of Annual Pledge Completed 
Annual Sunday 
Giving Pledge 

2020 Sunday 
Giving Dona-

tions  

58% 154 90% - 99% of Pledge $343,325.00 $396,342.97 

16% 44 70% - 89% of Pledge $119,644.00 $115,154.00 

8% 21 50% - 69% of Pledge $38,520.00 $31,769.00 

9% 23 30% - 49% of Pledge $44,544.00 $26,942.00 

4% 11 0% - 29% of Pledge $35,372.00 $13,448.00 

4% 12 0% - 0% of Pledge $22,894.00 $2,774.00 

Totals 265         $604,299.00 $586,429.97 

http://www.collegevillemn.com/theologyday
http://www.collegevillemn.com/theologyday
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of January 17 - January 24, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM    Parishioners 

                10:30 AM †Russell & Bernice Mitchell 

     6:00 PM †Arline Raleigh 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Robert Hovey 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Kay Reber 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Candy Moody 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Elizabeth “Pat” Morrissey 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Dianne Sanders           

    4:00 PM †Don & Jean Regan 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Antoniette Schloeffer 

          10:30 AM  †Robert & Elaine Eberhard 

    6:00 PM    Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of January 10th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $16,302. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $5,580. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $18,690. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $666,823. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $668,773.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -0.29% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $1,950. 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $10,722. 

 

 
Your prayers are requested for the  

repose of the soul of Richard Schabert whose funeral 
was this past week, and for Fr. Stan Maslowski  

(served St. Peter from March 1995 - August 2000). 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

January, 2021 to June 30, 2021  
 
THIS WEEKEND January 16/17:  Baby Bottle Collection for the Life Care Center  
Due to Covid 19 we will not be handing out baby bottles, we will have a 2nd collection. 
  
Feb 2021:  Catholic Service Appeal (Archdiocese) 
School will have Catholic United Financial Raffle ticket sales 
  

During Lent:  CRS Rice Bowls 

March 27/28:  North St. Paul Food Shelf 

Holy Thursday and Good Friday:  Main Collections are for the Holy land (Archdiocese) 

April 24/25:  Catholic Home Missions (Archdiocese collection for remote areas in the United States) 

June 12/13:  Peter’s Pence (Archdiocese Collection for the Holy Father) 

2021 Calendars - We know you have been looking for the 2021 calendars. Unfortunately we did not 

receive them this year. By the time we realized we were not getting them it was too late to order any. We will 

check into this for next year and make sure that we have them.  

Thank you to the Environment Team: Al Weber, Dave 
Tepe, Greg O’Connor, Jean Glass, Kris O’Kane, Peg 
Tschida, Janice Diebel, and Mary Pokorny who made 
the church beautiful for the Christmas season! They go 
above and beyond every year to make the 
space reflect the beauty of the liturgy. And a 
special thank you to Walter Pechan from 
Countryside Christmas Trees the gift of the 
lovely trees! 

ENVIRONMENT THANK YOU 

A HUGE thank you to all who donated gifts to the 
Appalachian Christmas and Papal Footprints Shoe Box 
Mission! Your gifts make it possible for 
families in the poorest parts of our country 
(the Eastern Kentucky mountains) to have 

Christmas presents.  

 



 

 


