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Our beautiful church has two remarkable copies of Michelangelo da Caravaggio’s famous 

paintings The Martyrdom of St. Peter and The Conversion of St. Paul. The originals are in 

Santa Maria del Popolo (St. Mary of the People) in Rome; Caravaggio painted them both in 

1601, to be paired in the Roman church, since St. Paul and St. Peter are often paired in the 

iconography of the Church. 

 

The feast-days of saints ordinarily recur on the day of their “birth to heaven”, i.e., when they 

died; the only conversion celebrated by the Church is St. Paul’s. 

 

St. Paul famously calls himself an apostle, even if he never was a follower of Jesus in Palestine, where he had 

studied Hebrew Scriptures at the school of the famous Rabbi Gamaliel. 

 

Yet Saul’s conversion is fundamental in the history of the Church, since he was a key figure in God’s plan. All the 

other apostles were Jews who had never ventured outside Palestine, with limited understanding and access to the 

complex reality of one of the farthest-reaching empires in history. 

 

Saul was a Jew, from the tribe of Benjamin, a Pharisee, had a deep familiarity with the Hebrew Scriptures, spoke 

equally Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek, most probably some Latin and was conversant with the Gentile culture of a 

populous metropolis of the Roman empire, Tarsus, in Asia Minor, where he was born. His family was in a business, 

tent making, with chance to supply the Roman army (probably the greatest buyer of tents in those times) and they 

had become Roman citizens. Saul was a born Roman citizen as well as a born Jew. His writings show his knowledge 

of Greek philosophy and poetry, law and even sports.  

 

He was the ideal candidate to “translate” Christianity for the benefit of Gentiles (you and me). His “zeal for the 

Lord” made him keenly aware of the explosive novelty that Christ was; his first reaction was defending his heritage 

from the followers of Christ, in the most zealous ways, including violence and persecution.  How can the persecutor 

become the apostle? 

 

Let us read one of the most important pages in his letters, 1st Corinthians, 15:3-10: 

“For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared 

to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 

[…] After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 

Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared to me. For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God, I am what I am, and his grace to me has not 

been ineffective. Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me.” 

 

What defines an apostle is his calling and being sent. Caravaggio’s genius conveys this dramatic change in Saul’s 

life (he will never use his name again, he will be Paul, after that moment) using a theatrical light from above that 

shines on the unhorsed soldiery looking Saul, and the muscular draught horse he was mounting a moment before.  

Day to day reality is transfixed, the Eternal appears and calls that man. As Saul, now Paul, is called he is also 

given a task that will forever change his life. And ours. 

 

-Fr. Stefano Colombo 

THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL 



 

 

As you've learned through our efforts to form good stewards, Stewardship as a Way of Life is not a 

program or a project.  Stewardship is about our relationship and response to God and the many gifts he’s 

given us. We’ve all been given unique gifts to build God’s kingdom and he expects us to use those gifts in 

service to each other. Our response to God through faithful stewardship, satisfies our God-given need to 

give—not to just a particular need, but in all areas of our lives. Stewardship is simply our response of 

gratitude to God. 

 On behalf of Father Ettore, Father Pietro, Father Stefano and our entire Stewardship Committee, we 

want to thank everyone who has already completed their Stewardship of Prayer, Time and Talent, and 

Treasure pledge cards. If you have not completed your pledge yet, we encourage you to do so now. 

Extra cards are available in the Gathering space, and from our website. You can complete your card and 

return it next weekend, or complete our stewardship pledge of prayer, time and talent and treasure 

online. 

I hope you stay connected with us by reading our bulletin, reviewing the cards on the stewardship wall in 

the foyer or just talking to the Stewardship members Committee. Your help will be highly appreciated 

and also considered it following the guidelines of the Archdiocese in time of pandemic. 

We ask you today, even in these difficult days of pandemic, to reflect on the many gifts you’ve received 

to determine how the Lord is calling you to pray, calling you to serve, and calling you to give. 

Thank you and God’s blessings! 

STEWARDSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 

Percentage of Registered Households by Annual 2020 Sunday Giving 

$0  50% 776 

$1-$99 6% 95 

$100-$299 7% 112 

$300-$499 5% 76 

$500-$999 9% 144 

$1,000-$1,999 12% 187 

Greater than $2,000 11% 172 

  Total 1562 

Stewardship of Treasure Sunday Giving 2020 Pledge Summary 

As of  12/31/20 

Percentage of 
Pledgers 

Number of 
Active Pledg-

ers Percentage of Annual Pledge Completed 

Annual Sun-
day Giving 

Pledge 

2020 Sunday 
Giving Do-

nations  

58% 154 90% - 99% of Pledge $343,325.00 $396,342.97 

16% 44 70% - 89% of Pledge $119,644.00 $115,154.00 

8% 21 50% - 69% of Pledge $38,520.00 $31,769.00 

9% 23 30% - 49% of Pledge $44,544.00 $26,942.00 

4% 11 0% - 29% of Pledge $35,372.00 $13,448.00 

4% 12 0% - 0% of Pledge $22,894.00 $2,774.00 

Totals 265         $604,299.00 $586,429.97 



 

 

REFLECTIONS ON FIRST RECONCILIATION 

 "I felt full of God's love."   

 "I couldn't stop smiling."   

 "I felt like I just pushed the reset button on a video game."  

 "I was really happy."  

 "I felt nervous before, but after I felt clean and excited."  

 "I felt good."  

 "I felt clean and pure like a gem stone."  

These are just a few of the comments from the twenty-three children from the school and Faith 
Formation programs who celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on 
December 12.  Many thanks to our catechist Richelle Peterson, 2nd grade teacher Mrs. Kate 
Koehn, lectors, musicians and all those who made the morning beautiful, and of course our priests 
Fathers Ettore, Stefano and Pietro, who offered God's mercy in a real and present way to our 

children.  

ENVIRONMENT DONATION INTENTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated toward the Christmas Environment this season.  
You helped make the Church beautiful! 

John Krenz Stephen Bleess 

Mae Jordan, Leonard & Margaret Tepe Deacon Bob O'Connor 

Richard & Carmelita Moody Eleanor & Harold Chute, Rose & Mike Czeck 

Alfred & Jeanne Schadt Richard Fontaine 

Nicole Anderson Peter Urbanski 

John Carl Morrisette David Nielsen 

Combs Family Joseph Cicchese 

Gene & Mary K Ruth & Carroll Hoff, Steven Wood 

Eric Nordling Kay Reber 

Richard Renslow The Willett & Stroeing Families 

Daniel S. O'Connor Tim Orlando, Gene & Mary Kahnke 

Robert & Elaine Eberhard James & Mavis Adam 

Frank & Harriet Burnham & Margaret Philbrook 

Mary & Nicholas Schmit Gene Glass & Lisa Sarafolean 

Deceased Family & Friends of the Mohwinkel's Pepper, Willard, Kim, Danny & all family 

Carol O'Shea Don Muellner 

 Jerry & Michele Adam 



 

 

 
EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

 
With the coronavirus there are new attempts! 
The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text 
scam. Using Priest, Principal or a staff member’s 
name the scammer will create a new email address 
or text, contact the staff members, parishioners, or 
volunteers via email or text and then ask for a fa-
vor, money or gift cards. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  
 
If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff Peter-
son, jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the North 
St. Paul Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. 
In the case of any email or text asking for funds or ap-
pearing to be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO 
CONTACT THE PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN 
PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC. 
 
Forward original phishing email messages to 
spam@uce.gov and file a complaint with the Feder-
al Trade Commission (FTC).  

Bible in a Year Podcast is #1   

Local Catholic evangelist, author, and 
presenter, Jeff Cavins, was interviewed this 
week on WCCO-AM for his involvement with 
the top-rated podcast in the US, the Bible in a 
Year. The podcast is hosted by Father Mike 
Schmitz, a priest of the Diocese of Duluth. 
Cavins (former Director of Evangelization and 
Catechesis for the Archdiocese) is a regular 
guest on the podcast and well-known for his 

work with Bible literacy in the Church.  

 

https://www.radio.com/wccoradio/podcasts/
hey-its-cory-hepola-153/jeff-cavins-on-the-
popularity-of-the-bible-in-a-year-podcast-

354435837 

BIBLE IN A YEAR 

 

 

The Newsroom at the University of St. Thomas 
posted this week a story about the growth of 
restorative justice on campus, which was 
featured in the winter edition of the St. Thomas 
Lawyer publication. Father Daniel Griffith (UST 
Law School professor and pastor of Our Lady 
of Lourdes) was featured prominently in the 
story, along with UST professor Hank Shea and 
Jeanine Geske, a former Wisconsin Supreme 

Court Justice.   

 

https://news.stthomas.edu/restorative-justice-

grows-at-st-thomas/ 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE & UST 

February, 2021 to June 30, 2021  
 
Feb 2021: Catholic Service Appeal 
(Archdiocese) 
School will have Catholic United Financial 
Raffle ticket sales 
  

During Lent:  CRS Rice Bowls 

March 27/28:  North St. Paul Food Shelf 

Holy Thursday and Good Friday:  Main 

Collections are for the Holy land (Archdiocese) 

April 24/25:  Catholic Home 
Missions (Archdiocese collection for remote 

areas in the United States) 

June 12/13:  Peter’s Pence (Archdiocese 

Collection for the Holy Father) 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1


 

 

SCHEDULE 
5:40 am to 6:40 am   Holy Hour with Morning Prayer (M-F) 
6:45 am to 7:15 am   Daily Mass (M-F) 
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm   Community Dinner (M/TU/TH) 

         House meeting & Lectio Divina (M) 
        Discernment Book Study (TU) 

         Visit with Guest or Open (TH) 
9:00 pm Rosary Decade, Night Prayer & Grand Silence (S-TH) 

 

Interested candidates can find more information about the program 
and fill out an online enquiry form, on our website:  https://

www.10000vocations.org/bethany-house.html 

Summer Program: 
·         eight-weeks—June 12-August 7, 2021 
·         open to applicants ages 18 to 27 
·         costs $500 total for rent and groceries 

Discernment Program: 
·         9 months—August 29, 2021-May 28, 2022 
·         open to applicants ages 20 to 27 
·         costs $525 monthly for rent and groceries 

 

https://www.10000vocations.org/bethany-house.html
https://www.10000vocations.org/bethany-house.html


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of January 24 - January 31, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Antoniette Schloeffer 

          10:30 AM  †Robert & Elaine Eberhard 

    6:00 PM    Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Dorothy Sandquist 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Barbara Saiko 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Alvina Bever 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Allison Feldkamp 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Roger John 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Gertrude Barnes          

    4:00 PM †Terry Arends 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Carol O’Shea 

          10:30 AM   Parishioners 

    6:00 PM   †Joe Raleigh 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of January 17th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $13,534. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $4,381. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $17,680. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $680,356. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $686,453.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -0.89% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($6,097.) 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $9,153. 

Current Fiscal Year Capital Improvement 
Fund balance after the HVAC and Audio 

System project is: 
 

Donations Received as of January 17, 2021:  
 

$152,489.27 
 

Thank you for Supporting St. Peter Parish!  

February Magnificat is here!  

If you purchased one of the 
subscriptions you may pick it 
up this Sunday by the 
bookstore. We have a few 
subscriptions left. If you 
would like to purchase a 
year subscription for $5.00 
please fill out a slip with $5 

and leave it in the basket. 

MAGNIFICAT 

We are meeting this Friday, January 22nd on the sidewalk in front of Little Canada Planned 

Parenthood on the Anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  We will meet there from 10:30-11:30 

am.  Please come if you can!  

Here are some of the other local events scheduled for Friday,  January 22nd: 

 Prayer Rally  8:30 - 9:30 a.m. at St. Paul's Planned Parenthood (671 Vandalia) 

 Cathedral of St. Paul:  PRAYER SERVICE FOR LIFE  at 10:30 a.m.;  Physical attendance will 

now be limited to about 350.  Admittance will be on a first-come, first served basis  with doors open at 9:30 

a.m.  COVID-19 protocols will be followed. The prayer service will also be livestreamed on the Cathedral’s 

Facebook page:  facebook.com/cathedralsaintpaul.;  There will be no march from the Cathedral to the Capital 

this year. 

 MCCL:  This year's March for Life will be virtual at noon.  Watch it here: https://www.mccl.org/march; or on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mnprolife 

PRO-LIFE GROUP 

 

Due to the ongoing Pandemic, the Knights 
of Columbus have made the difficult 
decision to not have any fish fries this 
Lenten season. We hope to return to this 

great community event in 2022. 

FISH FRY ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

http://facebook.com/cathedralsaintpaul
https://www.mccl.org/march
https://www.facebook.com/mnprolife


 

 


