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LENT 2021 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
As Lent begins this coming Wednesday February 17, 2021, I would like to 
share with all of you an excerpt from a homily of Pope Francis, which I found 
very useful for pointing me to the essential meaning of Lent, especially in this 
prolonged time of pandemic. Sometimes we are trying to add many 
different good practices in Lent, however we often forget the simple teaching 
of our Mother the Church which is to be connected with our heavenly Father 
“Your Father who sees in secret will repay you” Matthew 6:4. May these 
words of Pope Francis help you rediscover the beauty of the journey of 
Lent.   
  
“... The first element is PRAYER. Prayer is the strength of the Christian and of every person 
who believes. In the weakness and frailty of our lives, we can turn to God with the 
confidence of children and enter into communion with him. In the face of so many wounds 
that hurt us and could harden our hearts, we are called to dive into the sea of prayer, which 
is the sea of God’s boundless love, to taste his tenderness. Lent is a time of prayer: of more 
intense prayer, more prolonged, more assiduous, more able to take on the needs of the 
brethren; intercessory prayer, to intercede before God for the many situations of poverty 
and suffering. 
  
The second key element of the Lenten journey is FASTING. We must be careful not to 
practice a formal fast, or one which in truth “satisfies” us because it makes us feel good 
about ourselves. Fasting makes sense if it questions our security, and if it also leads to some 
benefit for others, if it helps us to cultivate the style of the Good Samaritan, who bends 
down to his brother in need and takes care of him. Fasting involves choosing a sober 
lifestyle; a way of life that does not waste, a way of life that does not “throw away”. 
Fasting helps us to attune our hearts to the essential and to sharing. It is a sign of awareness 
and responsibility in the face of injustice and abuse, especially to the poor and the little 
ones, and it is a sign of the trust we place in God and in his providence. 
  
The third element is ALMSGIVING: it points to giving freely, for in almsgiving one gives 
something to someone from whom one does not expect to receive anything in return. 
Gratuitousness should be one of the characteristics of the Christian, who aware of having 
received everything from God gratuitously, that is, without any merit of his own, learns to 
give to others freely. Today gratuitousness is often not part of daily life where everything is 
bought and sold. Everything is calculated and measured. Almsgiving helps us to experience 
giving freely, which leads to freedom from the obsession of possessing, from the fear of 
losing what we have, from the sadness of one who does not wish to share his wealth with 
others…” (Pope Francis Basilica of Santa Sabina Wednesday, 5 March 2014) 
  

Have a Blessed Lent, 

Fr. Ettore Ferrario, FSCB 

 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

This past week you should have received an envelope from us. Inside there is a letter from Fr. Ettore, A 

card with a prayer to St. Joseph with a picture of the Holy Family Icon, the apostolic letter of the Holy Fr. 

Francis and the Magnificat Lenten companion. We hope that you will be inspired during this year of St. 

Joseph and this Lenten season to grow closer to the Lord. We would like to thank the donor who 

purchased 1700 Magnificat Lenten Companions and helped pay for mailing so that all our 

parishioners would be able to enjoy the beauty and prayers of the Magnificat during Lent.   

LENTEN MAILING 

 



 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

 Masses at 8am, 7pm 

 Confessions 7:30-7:50am, 6:30-6:50pm 

 

Following Wednesdays in Lent 

 Mass at 6pm 

 Confessions 5:30-5:50pm 

 

 

Ash Distribution on Ash Wednesday  

Following a Note from the congregation of Divine Worship and one from the USCCB Committee on 

Divine Worship we decided that in order to maintain the safety of our parishioners and minimize 

physical contact, ashes will be distributed by sprinkling them atop the head. Parishioners will 

remain in the pews and those distributing the ashes will move through the pews in the same manner 

in which communion is distributed.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Monday February 22 
Fatherhood in Saint Joseph 
 
Tuesday February 23 
Virginity in St. Joseph 
 
Wednesday February 24 
Saint Joseph Patron of the  
Universal Church 
 

*All sessions will be following the CDC’s COVID-19 protocols 
*Free will donation to cover expenses is welcome 



 

 

Summer - SAVE THE DATE!! 

June 13-17 

FELLOWSHIP OF THE KEYS SUMMER 

VACATION (current 6-8th graders). Join the 

Keys for an up-north, lakeside experience at 

Koronis Ministries Christian Camp and Retreat 

Center in beautiful Paynesville, MN (90 miles 

from North St. Paul). Each day will be filled 

with friendship, fun activities and games, music, 

laughter, and prayer, including daily Mass and 

opportunities for Adoration and Confession. 

Through our fellowship, we are helped to 

recognize the presence of Jesus in our lives and 

to grow in love and friendship with Him. 

Registration forms will be available soon on our 

website. 

 

July 12-16 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (ages 3.5 through 

4th grade). Join us for an outstanding week-

long faith centered program with music, games, 

snack, crafts, bible stories, and time to 

encounter God in prayer and service. This year 

the theme is “Rocky Railway: Jesus’ power pulls 

us through.” Grades 5-8 are needed as junior 

assistants and High School students as assistants 

with small groups and stations. We also need 

as many adult volunteers as possible for our 

kids to keep them safe, engaged, and help 

them have a joyful week. Free childcare and a 

discount on the registration fee is offered for 

all volunteers. Registration forms will be 

available soon on our website. 

 

August 8-13 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP VACATION 

(current 9-12th graders). Join us on this 

opportunity to encounter Christ during a week-

long trip focused on communion, mission, and 

culture. Together we will experience community 

life, grow in missionary spirit, and enjoy the 

beauty of the upper Midwest. More information 

and registration coming soon. 

FAITH FORMATION EVENTS 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE KEYS 
 

STAY-CATION 

Saturday, February 27th, 2021 

10:00am - 5:00pm 

 

 

Join us for a day together for 6-7-8 graders to experience the 

love of Jesus Christ through songs, games, and a lot of snow. 

Ending together with Sunday Vigil Mass at 4:00pm. 

 

Church of St. Peter High School Youth Group 
We walk together on this amazing journey of life! You are 

invited to join us in playing games, praying, singing, and helping 

each other see Christ alive in our daily lives. 

 
Questions: contact Fr. Stefano Colombo scolombo@stpetersnsp.org 

 

The Fellowship of the Keys 

MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP 

“For me and For yourself” 

Matthew 17:24 

CHRISTIANITY IS THE FULLNESS 
OF LIFE 

All 6, 7, and 8th grade students are 
invited to join us two Friday’s a month 
from 7-9pm to share life through prayer, 
games, food, and learning about the 
friendship Jesus had with St. Peter and 
wants to have with each of us. Our time 
together is guided by a simple rule that 
our fellowship helps us follow: 
 

Jesus gives us something in every moment 
If we cannot see it, we will pray about it 

If we do see it, we will share it with each other 

Remaining dates: Feb 27, March 5, April 16&30, May 7&21, summer 
vacation June 13-17 

Thursdays  

6:30 - 8:30pm 

(Enter E1 door) 

Questions: Jennifer Greger (jgreger@stpetersnsp.org) 651-777-8304 



 

 

Last week father Miguel had his 35th Anniversary being a Franciscans priest.  He wanted to give thanks 
for all the support we have provided to him these last 12 years, especially last year as much of the 
resources went to help pay for internet access, printing copies of assignments, feeding many hungry 
students and many of the community.   The building of their water well on school grounds and a wall for 
the safety of students.  
 
Year 2020 has been a difficult year and the government has not been progressive in providing support 
or clear direction on how school should be handled this upcoming year. 
 Many parents lack the technology skills to help their children. 
 Over 20% of the workbooks and assignments have to be copied for the students as they do not have 

internet connection.  
 Shortage of teacher’s due to the virus and vulnerable older teachers. 
 Safe School environment, having infrastructures: water, sufficient place on the property of the 

institution for hand washing, preparing safe distancing spaces inside the classroom and outside. 
 Food shortage for families whose parents have lost their jobs or do not have a job. 
 
Even with these difficulties Father Miguel keeps a positive attitude.  With our support, students have 
received their diplomas, received over 6000 meals, built a water well , internet access for students,  
copies of assignments and much more. Here are some pictures of activities last few months. 
 

PARAGUAY CORNER 

The Council of Catholic 
Women will hold its regular 
meeting March 1, at 6:00 pm, 
in Father Zac Fellowship Hall. 
We will follow CDC guidelines. 
Also, there will be a 

Leadership Day, Saturday, March 6, 2021 
from 9 am to noon via Zoom through the 
NCCW. The agenda will include Mentoring, 
Membership and Communication Tips. There is 
no cost and it is open to everyone. Contact the 
ACCW office to register by Feb. 25. 
Email: ACCW@ARCHSPM.ORG or call 651-

291-4545. 

CCW NEWS 

On Saturday,  February 

20th,  join the Knights of 

Columbus on the sidewalk in front 

of Little Canada Planned 

Parenthood (91 Viking Drive- by 

Hwy 36 & Rice St). We will meet there from 11:30 

am-12:30 pm, and again on the 3rd Saturday of 

EVERY month. Through prayer and/or holding signs 

let's defend the unborn. (Signs provided)  For info on 

parking or other questions email Grand Knight John 

Zakroczymski at johzak@msn.com or call Jan Hawkes 

at 651-490-0247.   There's plenty of room to 

social distance on the sidewalk.  

TAKE A STAND AGAINST  
ABORTION 

 

 

mailto:ACCW@ARCHSPM.ORG
mailto:johzak@msn.com


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of February 14 - February 21, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  †Chris Allickson 

          10:30 AM  †Jack Myers 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Kay Reber 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Jack Myers 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Reparation for Offenses Against  

        the Holy Eucharist 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Priscilla Roering 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Dolores Morgantini 

   9:30 AM   (School children only) 
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Ryan John        

    4:00 PM †Eric Nordling 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Dolores Hoffarth 

      10:30 AM  †Dayton & Josephine Kjonaas 

    6:00 PM   Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of February 7th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $33,872. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $9,243. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $28,518. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $760,671. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $762,450.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -0.23% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($1,779.) 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $24,630. 

As we strive to make Stewardship as a Way of Life 
here at the Church of St. Peter, we would like to 
come together as a community in prayer each 
week. Prayer is essential to being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. We ask all parishioners to pray for the 

weekly parish prayer intention.  

 

This week's prayer intention is: 

RCIA 

The office will be closed on Monday, 
February 15th for President’s Day. 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 

Schedule Changing 

As Lent begins, the Adoration 

Chapel will expand its open 

hours. Beginning Wednesday, 

February 17 the chapel will be 

open for 23  hours daily from Monday at 9am thru 

Friday at 5pm. The chapel will be closed from 8-9am 

daily for cleaning and sanitization. Adorers will need 

to sign up online or by calling the parish office. The 

chapel will be closed from Friday at 5pm until Monday 

at 9am each week.  

ADORATION CHAPEL 

 

Remember, O most chaste spouse of the 

Virgin Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who implored your help and 

sought your intercession were left 

unassisted.   

Full of confidence in your power I fly unto 

you and beg your protection.  

Despise not O Guardian of the Redeemer 

my humble supplication, but in your bounty, 

hear and answer me.  

Amen.  

EMAIL OR TEXT SCAM  
AFFECTING PARISHES 

With the coronavirus there are new attempts! 
The Archdiocese has been notified that several local 
parishes have been affected by an email and text 
scam. Using Priest, Principal or a staff member’s 
name the scammer will create a new email address 
or text, contact the staff members, parishioners, or 
volunteers via email or text and then ask for a 
favor, money or gift cards. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE EMAILS.  
If you receive such a fraudulent email or text from the 
parish or any staff member, please contact Jeff 
Peterson, jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org and notify the 
North St. Paul Police. DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR 
TEXT. In the case of any email or text asking for funds 
or appearing to be suspicious, IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO 
CONTACT THE PERSON DIRECTLY BY PHONE OR IN 
PERSON TO MAKE SURE IT IS AUTHENTIC. 
Forward original phishing email messages to 
spam@uce.gov and file a complaint with the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC).  

mailto:thengemuhle@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1


 

 


