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LENT 2021 

 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem” (Mt 20:18) 

Lent: a Time for Renewing Faith, Hope and Love 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Jesus revealed to his disciples the deepest meaning of his mission when he told them of his passion, death and 

resurrection, in fulfilment of the Father’s will. He then called the disciples to share in this mission for the salvation of 

the world. 

In our Lenten journey towards Easter, let us remember the One who “humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). During this season of conversion, let us renew our faith, draw from the 

“living water” of hope, and receive with open hearts the love of God, who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. 

At the Easter vigil, we will renew our baptismal promises and experience rebirth as new men and women by the 

working of the Holy Spirit. This Lenten journey, like the entire pilgrimage of the Christian life, is even now illumined 

by the light of the resurrection, which inspires the thoughts, attitudes and decisions of the followers of Christ. 

Fasting, prayer and almsgiving, as preached by Jesus (cf. Mt 6:1-18), enable and express our conversion. The path 

of poverty and self-denial (fasting), concern and loving care for the poor (almsgiving), and childlike dialogue with 

the Father (prayer) make it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope and effective charity. 

1. Faith calls us to accept the truth and testify to it before God and all our brothers and sisters. 

In this Lenten season, accepting and living the truth revealed in Christ means, first of all, opening our hearts to God’s 

word, which the Church passes on from generation to generation. This truth is not an abstract concept reserved for 

a chosen intelligent few. Instead, it is a message that all of us can receive and understand thanks to the wisdom of 

a heart open to the grandeur of God, who loves us even before we are aware of it. Christ himself is this truth. By 

taking on our humanity, even to its very limits, he has made himself the way – demanding, yet open to all – that 

leads to the fullness of life. 

Fasting, experienced as a form of self-denial, helps those who undertake it in simplicity of heart to rediscover God’s 

gift and to recognize that, created in his image and likeness, we find our fulfilment in him. In embracing the 

experience of poverty, those who fast make themselves poor with the poor and accumulate the treasure of a love 

both received and shared. In this way, fasting helps us to love God and our neighbour, inasmuch as love, as Saint 

Thomas Aquinas teaches, is a movement outwards that focuses our attention on others and considers them as one 

with ourselves (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 93). 

Lent is a time for believing, for welcoming God into our lives and allowing him to “make his dwelling” among us 

(cf. Jn 14:23). Fasting involves being freed from all that weighs us down – like consumerism or an excess of 

information, whether true or false – in order to open the doors of our hearts to the One who comes to us, poor in 

all things, yet “full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14): the Son of God our Saviour. 

2. Hope as “living water” enabling us to continue our journey. 

The Samaritan woman at the well, whom Jesus asks for a drink, does not understand what he means when he says 

that he can offer her “living water” (Jn 4:10). Naturally, she thinks that he is referring to material water, but Jesus 

is speaking of the Holy Spirit whom he will give in abundance through the paschal mystery, bestowing a hope that 

does not disappoint. Jesus had already spoken of this hope when, in telling of his passion and death, he said that 

he would “be raised on the third day” (Mt 20:19). Jesus was speaking of the future opened up by the Father’s 

mercy. Hoping with him and because of him means believing that history does not end with our mistakes, our 

violence and injustice, or the sin that crucifies Love. It means receiving from his open heart the Father’s forgiveness. 

In these times of trouble, when everything seems fragile and uncertain, it may appear challenging to speak of 

hope. Yet Lent is precisely the season of hope, when we turn back to God who patiently continues to care for his 

creation which we have often mistreated (cf. Laudato Si’, 32-33; 43-44).  
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#93
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


 

 

Saint Paul urges us to place our hope in reconciliation: “Be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20). By receiving 

forgiveness in the sacrament that lies at the heart of our process of conversion, we in turn can spread forgiveness to 

others. Having received forgiveness ourselves, we can offer it through our willingness to enter into attentive 

dialogue with others and to give comfort to those experiencing sorrow and pain. God’s forgiveness, offered also 

through our words and actions, enables us to experience an Easter of fraternity. 

In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with “speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation and 

encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn” (Fratelli Tutti, 223). In order to give 

hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply to be kind, to be “willing to set everything else aside in order to show 

interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen amid general indifference” (ibid., 

224). 

Through recollection and silent prayer, hope is given to us as inspiration and interior light, illuminating the challenges 

and choices we face in our mission. Hence the need to pray (cf. Mt 6:6) and, in secret, to encounter the Father of 

tender love. 

To experience Lent in hope entails growing in the realization that, in Jesus Christ, we are witnesses of new times, in 

which God is “making all things new” (cf. Rev 21:1-6). It means receiving the hope of Christ, who gave his life on 

the cross and was raised by God on the third day, and always being “prepared to make a defense to anyone 

who calls [us] to account for the hope that is in [us]” (1 Pet 3:15). 

3. Love, following in the footsteps of Christ, in concern and compassion for all, is the highest expression of our faith 

and hope. 

Love rejoices in seeing others grow. Hence it suffers when others are anguished, lonely, sick, homeless, despised or in 

need. Love is a leap of the heart; it brings us out of ourselves and creates bonds of sharing and communion. 

“‘Social love’ makes it possible to advance towards a civilization of love, to which all of us can feel called. With its 

impulse to universality, love is capable of building a new world. No mere sentiment, it is the best means of 

discovering effective paths of development for everyone” (Fratelli Tutti, 183). 

Love is a gift that gives meaning to our lives. It enables us to view those in need as members of our own family, as 

friends, brothers or sisters. A small amount, if given with love, never ends, but becomes a source of life and 

happiness. Such was the case with the jar of meal and jug of oil of the widow of Zarephath, who offered a cake of 

bread to the prophet Elijah (cf. 1 Kings 17:7-16); it was also the case with the loaves blessed, broken and given 

by Jesus to the disciples to distribute to the crowd (cf. Mk 6:30-44). Such is the case too with our almsgiving, 

whether small or large, when offered with joy and simplicity. 

To experience Lent with love means caring for those who suffer or feel abandoned and fearful because of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. In these days of deep uncertainty about the future, let us keep in mind the Lord’s word to his 

Servant, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you” (Is 43:1). In our charity, may we speak words of reassurance and 

help others to realize that God loves them as sons and daughters. 

“Only a gaze transformed by charity can enable the dignity of others to be recognized and, as a consequence, 

the poor to be acknowledged and valued in their dignity, respected in their identity and culture, and thus truly 

integrated into society” (Fratelli Tutti, 187). 

Dear brothers and sisters, every moment of our lives is a time for believing, hoping and loving. The call to 

experience Lent as a journey of conversion, prayer and sharing of our goods, helps us – as communities and as 

individuals – to revive the faith that comes from the living Christ, the hope inspired by the breath of the Holy Spirit 

and the love flowing from the merciful heart of the Father. 

May Mary, Mother of the Saviour, ever faithful at the foot of the cross and in the heart of the Church, sustain us 

with her loving presence. May the blessing of the risen Lord accompany all of us on our journey towards the light 

of Easter. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 11 November 2020, the Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours 
 

FRANCISCUS 
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Monday February 22 
Fatherhood in Saint Joseph 
 
Tuesday February 23 
Virginity in St. Joseph 
 
Wednesday February 24 
Saint Joseph Patron of the  
Universal Church 
 

*All sessions will be following the CDC’s COVID-19 protocols 
*Free will donation to cover expenses is welcome 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Gala at St. Peter is our school's largest fundraiser, allowing us to celebrate our community, reach our financial 

goals, and provide an excellent faith-based education for our students. This year, maybe more than ever, we are 

proud of our school’s accomplishments. Beginning the year in person and continuing in person allows us to provide 

the best possible education to our students at a moment in time when many cannot say the same. 

 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, our 2021 Gala will be a virtual event held the week of April 12-18, including a 

live showcase on Saturday, April 17th.  Registration for the silent auction and live showcase is FREE! We will also 

be offering the chance to purchase at home party packs with food 

and beverages to enjoy while watching the live showcase.  More 

information will be provided in the coming weeks.  

 

If you have any questions or would like to be a sponsor for this 

wonderful event please contact our gala coordinator Anna Heintz 

at aheintz@stpetersnsp.org. 

ST. PETER SCHOOL GALA 2021 

 

mailto:aheintz@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

Summer - SAVE THE DATE!! 

June 13-17 

FELLOWSHIP OF THE KEYS SUMMER 

VACATION (current 6-8th graders). Join the 

Keys for an up-north, lakeside experience at 

Koronis Ministries Christian Camp and Retreat 

Center in beautiful Paynesville, MN (90 miles 

from North St. Paul). Each day will be filled 

with friendship, fun activities and games, 

music, laughter, and prayer, including daily 

Mass and opportunities for Adoration and 

Confession. Through our fellowship, we are 

helped to recognize the presence of Jesus in 

our lives and to grow in love and friendship 

with Him. Registration forms will be available 

soon on our website. 

 

July 12-16 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (ages 3.5 

through 4th grade). Join us for an outstanding 

week-long faith centered program with music, 

games, snack, crafts, bible stories, and time 

to encounter God in prayer and service. This 

year the theme is “Rocky Railway: Jesus’ 

power pulls us through.” Grades 5-8 are 

needed as junior assistants and High School 

students as assistants with small groups and 

stations. We also need as many adult 

volunteers as possible for our kids to keep 

them safe, engaged, and help them have a 

joyful week. Free childcare and a discount on 

the registration fee is offered for all 

volunteers. Registration forms will be available 

soon on our website. 

 

August 8-13 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP VACATION 

(current 9-12th graders). Join us on this 

opportunity to encounter Christ during a week

-long trip focused on communion, mission, and 

culture. Together we will experience 

community life, grow in missionary spirit, and 

enjoy the beauty of the upper Midwest. More 

information and registration coming soon. 

FAITH FORMATION EVENTS 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE KEYS 
 

STAY-CATION 

Saturday, February 27th, 2021 

10:00am - 5:00pm 

 

 

Join us for a day together for 6-7-8 graders to experience the 

love of Jesus Christ through songs, games, and a lot of snow. 

Ending together with Sunday Vigil Mass at 4:00pm. 

 

Church of St. Peter High School Youth Group 
We walk together on this amazing journey of life! You are 

invited to join us in playing games, praying, singing, and helping 

each other see Christ alive in our daily lives. 

 
Questions: contact Fr. Stefano Colombo scolombo@stpetersnsp.org 

 

The Fellowship of the Keys 

MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP 

“For me and For yourself” 

Matthew 17:24 

CHRISTIANITY IS THE FULLNESS 
OF LIFE 

All 6, 7, and 8th grade students are 
invited to join us two Friday’s a month 
from 7-9pm to share life through prayer, 
games, food, and learning about the 
friendship Jesus had with St. Peter and 
wants to have with each of us. Our time 
together is guided by a simple rule that 
our fellowship helps us follow: 
 

Jesus gives us something in every moment 
If we cannot see it, we will pray about it 

If we do see it, we will share it with each other 

Remaining dates: Feb 27, March 5, April 16&30,  
May 7&21, summer vacation June 13-17 

Thursdays  

6:30 - 8:30pm 

(Enter E1 door) 

Questions: Jennifer Greger (jgreger@stpetersnsp.org) 651-777-8304 

 



 

 

“I have come so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” John 
10:10. This motto of our school and parish became visible through the donation of 
the new monstrance shown in the photo and described below. 
 
Material: Brass, gold plated 
Heights: 43-1/2’’ 
Width: 18-1/2’’ 
Base: 12’’ 
Host Dimension: 6’’ 
 
Thanks to an anonymous donor, who with our priests are working together to 
enhance the beauty and dignity of the Eucharistic Adoration at the Church of St. 
Peter on the first Thursday of each month, along with Lectio Divina and Vespers. 
 
The donor in her humility and simplicity was in accord with us priests in totally 
supporting the idea of beauty, honoring God and honoring the memory of 
Donald Regan, who had done so much for the Church of St. Peter and in the last 
years of his life. He was one of our faithful adorers during Eucharistic Adoration. 
 
Once she saw the new monstrance she cried and gratefully thanked us. We should thank you dear 
parishioner for this simple example of love. 
 
This beautiful act of kindness allows us to continue to honor the beauty of the liturgy and the presence of 
Christ. Our desire in the future is to revamp the beauty and functionality of the Adoration Chapel which 
has not been updated since it was built. 
 
FIRST THURSDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION SCHEDULE 5-7 p.m. You are welcome any time to praise 
the Lord. 
 
 MARCH 4, 2021 Lectio Divina on the fourth Sorrowful Mystery  
 APRIL 1, 2021 HOLY THURSDAY - ADORATION after 7 p.m. Mass up to MIDNIGHT      

      NO Lectio Divina    
 MAY 6, 2021  Lectio Divina on the second Glorious Mystery  
 JUNE 3, 2021  Lectio Divina on the third Glorious Mystery  

NEW MONSTRANCE 

 

This past Sunday you were invited to support the Catholic Services Appeal – “Together in Hope” 
campaign for 2021. We are thankful for those that have made their commitment and ask you pray 
for those who are still considering their commitment. 
 
For those that have yet to make a commitment, I invite you to prayerfully consider a gift to the 
2021 Catholic Services Appeal which can be pledged over an eight month period. I ask that you 
join your fellow parishioners in making a gift towards a worthy cause. 
 
There are envelopes on the tables near the bulletins if you 
need one. 

May God Bless 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of February 21 - February 28, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  †Dolores Hoffarth 

          10:30 AM   †Dayton & Josephine Kjonaas 

    6:00 PM    Parishioners 

Monday:       8:00 AM   †Dianne Sanders 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM †Melvin Sandquist 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM †Roger John 

    6:00 PM  †Jean Franta 

Thursday:   8:00 AM †Eugene “Gene” Waldorf 

Friday:  8:00 AM †Gertrude Barnes 

   9:30 AM   End of  Pandemic  
Saturday:  8:00 AM †Jan Kern        

     4:00 PM †Eugene Kenke 

Sunday:  8:00 AM †Peggy Turcotte 

      10:30 AM   † Margaret Fleming 

    6:00 PM    Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of February 14th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $19,049. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $10,555. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $18,954. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $779,720. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $781,404.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget -0.22% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget ($1,684.) 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $8,494. 

 

 

I wanted to send a note expressing my sincere 
gratitude for the generous donation of $1,000. Your 
donation will help pay for the shipment of children’s 
meals in the next container of food to the poor 
malnourished children of the Philippines and will help 
feed 100 children for 1 year. Your life-saving 
generosity brings the precious gift of hope to these 
hungry little children and inspires our mission team to 
continue with our important work. 
On behalf of these innocent children, I personally thank 
you. Together we can truly effect a change for those in 
need. 
 
With heartfelt thanks,  
Gerald R. Krosnowski (Chairman) 

RISEN SAVIOR MISSIONS  
THANK YOU Thank you for your generous donation! The 2nd 

Collection for Women’s Lifecare Center raised 
$2,304.81 

THANK YOU 

Through CRS Rice Bowl, we journey with members 
of our human family around the world, and 
commit our Lenten prayers, fasting and 
almsgiving to deepening our faith and serving 
those in need. Make sure and take a rice bowl 
from the gathering space and return it on Good 
Friday.  

CRS RICE BOWL 

Your prayers are requested for the repose  
of the souls of Gloria Chatterton and  

Jean Franta whose funerals were this past week. 



 

 


