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FROM FR. STEFANO 

 
This year’s celebration of the First Communions of our children coincides 
with the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. It does not 
happen frequently but there is no better coincidence, I daresay, even more 
so when we stop to consider the year that just went by. 
 
The Covid 19 epidemic, the sudden stop it imposed on everyone’s life, has 
taken a toll that is hard to assess even now that we see the end of the 
tunnel. We all were asked to suspend so many aspects of life that we had 
taken for granted. One of the most important was being able to “be 
there”, to be present to people and for occasions that make our life, every 
day. 
 
We all signify our appreciation, how much we care, ultimately our love, by making every effort to 
“be there” for those we call family, friends, for “our people”. Being there. For real.  
 
We probably never stopped to think about it much, but this time we had months and months to 
reflect on it, to observe the opposite of it. This long year of “social distancing”, of masking, of 
isolation and lock-down, of general fear and division has done an exceedingly good job 
demonstrating - I’d like to borrow the very words of God in Genesis - how “It is not good for man 
to be alone” (Gn 2,18). 
 
I would hope we can use this exceptionally long reflection to expand our faith. Why do we 
proclaim the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist a fundamental part of our Catholic faith? 
Absence, emptiness, is not good; love is the opposite, love is presence, it is “being there” with those 
we care for. 
 
This intuition comes from the longstanding education and nourishment we – the Christian People – 
receive from the celebration of the Holy Mass: Christ offering himself as the True Food of human 
life, commands us, implores us to “do this in memory of me”. 
 
Last summer, when we decided to “go in person” even in a situation of pandemic, we did not 
clearly recognize all of this, we got there mostly thinking of what was good for our children. 
Following what is good has led us to find Christ again, faithfully present in the Eucharist, in our 
community, in the Church celebrating the Eucharist. 
 

Being together in person to celebrate our children’s First Communion on the very day of the 

solemnity that marks our faith in the Real Presence is a lesson that we all should treasure and 

remember for the rest of our lives, and Saturday’s Eucharistic Procession is a powerful reminder 

that Christ’s presence is needed not only in our church but in our homes, in us, always. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. Stefano Colombo 

 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

Parish Trustee 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Mike Nash and Roger Vasko for serving as the 
lay Trustees of the Parish Corporation. The Parish Corporation is made up of Archbishop Hebda, Vicar 
General, the very Reverend Charles Lachowitzer, the Pastor, Father Ettore, and two lay members, Michael 
Nash and Roger Vasko. 
 
The trustees are fiduciaries of the Parish corporation responsible for voting on the corporate resolutions 
regarding all Parish business. The Pastor will consult with the Trustees on all important Parish matters and 
the Trustees should be prepared to work with the Pastor in making decisions regarding these matters. 
 

Both Mike and Roger have served in this role for many years and have provided great leadership and 

have been a wonderful asset for Father to consult with on important issues regarding the parish.  They 

have agreed to depart from the finance council, and we are so grateful for their service! Thank you Mike 

and Roger!! 

Roger Vasko Mike Nash 

Dear friends and parishioners, as I am recovering from my second knee surgery, I take the opportunity to thank 

each and every one that helped and prayed for me in this difficult time, it does not matter how trivial health 

matters may be (and mine are nothing major), being physically unfit takes a toll.  

 

This is also the time for me to announce that my mission in our community will develop into a new direction. My 

destination to Minnesota had always envisaged the chance to teach high school, as I often did in the past, in Italy, 

Mexico, and the United States. 

 

Our congregation and I just entered a collaboration with the Visitation School of St. Paul/Minneapolis. I taught at 

Georgetown Visitation for five years in the early 2000’s and I am grateful for this renewed opportunity. I will 

begin my teaching there in the month of August. 

 

I am also deeply grateful for the opportunity to share in the abundant life of our St. Peter community this year, 

which was such a challenge and a blessing. I will be continuing to help especially with Sunday masses and other 

salient moments in the years to come, as our mission grows and fructifies according to Christ’s graces. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT - FR. STEFANO 



 

 

At this year’s Pentecost Mass, archbishop formally opens Synod, urges 
all Catholics to participate 

 
After two years of preparation in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda officially convoked a local, yearlong Synod, which 
requires the participation of every parish. This announcement was shared at the 
beginning of an outdoor Pentecost vigil Mass where he also expressed hope for 
deeper unity in the local Church through the Synod and beyond. 
 
The declaration was made through a formal convocation decree, which outlined steps 
the local Church has taken since Pentecost 2019 to follow Pope Francis’ call to be a 
“listening Church,” including the archbishop’s participation in 30 Prayer and Listening 
Events that drew more than 8,000 participants and 35,000 comments. 
 
The decree also listed the Synod's three focus areas identified by Archbishop Hebda 
last year. “Throughout this next year, every parish and deanery is to participate in the 
consultation process, discerning together how we can grow in unity and more 
vigorously proclaim the Gospel, guided by these focus areas,” he said in the decree. 
 
The parish consultation with small groups will be held in parishes this fall. Schedules 
will vary by parish, but in every parish, a six-week small group series is expected to 
take place between mid-September and mid-November to focus on the Synod’s three 
focus areas. 
 
We are planning to hold our Synod small groups on Tuesday evenings beginning on 
September 21, 2021 for six weeks. As fall draws near, we will share more regarding 
specific timing for the small groups – and if additional days or times will be added. 
The Synod concludes next Pentecost Weekend, June 3-5, 2022, with an Archdiocesan 

Synod Assembly. 
 
Visit our new parish Synod web page to learn more and get all the latest news.  
 
Ready to be a part of this historic time in our local Catholic Church? Send an email to 
synod@stpetersnsp.org and we will put you on our Synod small group list now.  
 
Read more about Archbishop Hebda’s announcement here: 

Catholic Spirit Pentecost Synod Update from Archbishop Hebda 

https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/the-focus-areas
https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/synod
mailto:synod@stpetersnsp.org
https://thecatholicspirit.com/news/local-news/at-pentecost-vigil-mass-archbishop-hebda-formally-opens-synod-urges-all-catholics-to-participate/


 

 

NEW PRIEST AT ST. PETER - FR. PAOLO 

Dear Parishioners, 

We would like to share with you some great news! 

Our superiors have assigned another priest to our community here at Saint 
Peter. It is with great joy that we would like to welcome Fr. Paolo DiGennaro 
FSCB. Fr. Paolo will be working at Hill Murray as teacher and chaplain. We 
are so grateful that Fr. Paolo will be joining our wonderful community here in 

Minnesota. 

Fr. Paolo was ordained priest in 
2010. Before entering the Seminary, he completed 
Medical School in Milan. Over the last ten years, Fr. 
Paolo has been in Portugal, working both as a Chaplain, 
Parish Priest, and as a Religion teacher of middle and 
high school students. He has also been responsible for 
different high school youth groups and young adults. Fr. 

Paolo speaks Italian, English and Portuguese. 

Fr. Paolo will be here at the beginning of July, and we 

are planning to host a welcoming party for him as soon as he arrives. Welcome Fr. Paolo! 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

It has been a very long and difficult year for all of us due to this pandemic. We have had to make 
changes to how we did things and how we shared in the Mass and the Holy Eucharist. 
 
We are so thankful for all of those who have willingly given of their time to lectoring, ushering, 
and helping to keep the church clean and beautiful. As of now, many of the protocols we had prior 
to the pandemic we can bring back. Other things will change because of our learnings and 
practices from the pandemic. 
 
We hope that those who have been volunteering their time will continue to do so and we would 
love for many others to participate in one of the ministries of Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and 
Lectors. If you are considering volunteering for or returning to one of these ministries, you need to 
contact Patti and MUST attend training prior to serving. We would love to see some new faces 
along with the old participating in one of these ministries. 
 

Training Dates for Eucharistic Ministers 

Wednesday (6/9) :  9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

         7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

 

If you are interested, please reach out to Patti Teachout and indicate which training you will 

attend. Call @651-894-6140 or email pteachout@stpetersnsp.org 

 

Wednesday (6/16):  9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

        7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 



 

 

Register Today!! 
 
PRESCHOOL – 4TH GRADE 
July 12-16 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (ages 3.5 through 4th grade).  
Cost = $40; $20 for child volunteers (5th-12th grade); $80 family max.  
Adult volunteers needed!! 
Registration forms  are  available on our website.  
Deadline for registering June 21. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 
August 8-13 
HIGH SCHOOL VACATION (current 9-12th graders).  
Register online. Cost = $325.  
Full and partial scholarships available.   
Registration deadline is July 15. 

FAITH FORMATION SUMMER EVENTS 

PRESCHOOL PLAY AND LEARN FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Do you have young children and are looking for fun ways to support their school readiness? Come to our 
summer outdoor learning experience Tuesday, June 29th from 6:30-8:00pm on the school playground. 
Encourage other families with children 2-5 years old to see what we do to support healthy development 
at Faithful Beginnings Preschool at St. Peter Catholic School. The whole family is invited to play games, 
join in a music experience, explore our outdoor learning environment and meet our caring and 

knowledgeable staff.  

Reservations are encouraged but not required. Email gdeziel@stpetersnsp.org or call 651-894-6157.  

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all visitors and anyone who has recently moved to 
our community.  
 

 If you are interested in joining our parish, there are information packets in the rack in the 

gathering space. Or contact the parish office at  

 651-777-8304. 

 Headphones are available to assist with hearing. Please see 

an usher or greeter if you would like to use a set. 

 Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to the sacristy 

before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

PRESCHOOL PLAY AND LEARN FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

 

mailto:gdeziel@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Week of June 6 - June 13, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  †Glenn O’Kane 

      10:30 AM    Parishioners 

                    6:00 PM        † Paul M. Cusick 

Monday:               8:00 AM    †Dan James Leko 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM  †Phyllis McClay 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM  †Peggy Turcotte 

Thursday:   8:00 AM  †Antoinette Schloesser 

Friday:  8:00 AM    †Leonard Sears      

                9:30 AM     No School Mass 

Saturday:  8:00 AM       †Norma Vouk 

    4:00 PM    †Kay Reber 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   †Richard Fontaine 

      10:30 AM   †Dan Leko 

                    6:00 PM     Parishioners 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
As of May 30th for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 

Total Amount Collected for Week $118,651. 

Collected for Week:  Electronic Giving $34,960. 

Amount Budgeted for Week $105,068. 

Collected to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,132,362. 

Budgeted to Date:  Stocks & Special Gifts $1,117,937.  

Percentage Above (or Below) Budget 1.29% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget $14,425. 

Collected for Week:  Envelopes & Plate $83,691. 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose  
of the soul of Roger Ball  

whose funeral was this past week. 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  
 

Elisabeth Loua & Brett Altena 
who will be married next weekend. 

Cuppa Joe is a series of 10 talks on the 10 wonders of 
Saint Joseph, taking place at 10 locations under the 
patronage of Saint Joseph in the archdiocese.  
 
These talks will premiere the first Tuesday of the 
month, May – December, at 4 p.m. – right in time for 
your afternoon coffee.  
 

Virtual Talks Posted on Facebook, YouTube, 
Instagram and on the Year of Saint Joseph page. 

 
 July 6: “Just and Reverent Man,” Fr. Kevin 

Zilverberg 
 August 3: “Savior of the Savior,” Deacon Joe 

Michalak 
 September 7: “Adorer of Christ,” Liz Kelly,  
 October 5: “Silent Witness,” Fr. John Floeder 
 November 2: “Patron of a Happy Death,” Deacon 

Dan Gannon 
 December 7: “Terror of Demons,” Fr. Jon Vander 

Ploeg 

 
 

 

CUPPA JOE 

The next CCW meeting will be Monday, 

June 7, at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

We will install new officers and it will be 

a Potluck Supper. Last names S-Z will 

hostess. All women of the Parish are welcome!  

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

 

We are happy to announce that the capacity for the 

adoration chapel has increased to FOUR adorers at a 

given time. For the month of June, we will still be 

utilizing an online signup system. All adorers with 

permanent adoration hours have automatically 

reserved spots in the chapel. For those who would like 

to sign up for a single or regular hour for the month of 

June, please register at our website: 

https://churchofstpeternsp.org/adoration 

The chapel is open from 9 AM on Monday - 5 PM on 

Friday each week (except from 8-9 AM each day). 

There are several hours in need of permanent adorers! 

If you are interested in committing to a permanent 

hour, please contact chapel coordinator Beth Minogue 

at  beth.minogue@q.com  

ADORATION CHAPEL 



 

 


