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THEREFORE 

 

“Therefore, let nothing be preferred to the work of God” (Saint Benedict) 

 

Dear Parishioners and Visitors, 

In ending the dispensation, our bishops reminded us that “Attending the in-person celebration of Sunday 

Mass and receiving Jesus in the Eucharist are vital to our lives as Catholic Christians. We were created for 

Communion. Whether you are returning to your home parish, or seeking a local parish on vacation, your 

participation in the Mass unites you with the Church — the Body of Christ. This communion transforms us as 

persons and enables us to make manifest the Kingdom of God in our world. The celebration of the Eucharist 

truly is the source and summit of our faith.” As we all come back together to encounter God in the 

Sacraments and in prayer, we would like to use this time as an opportunity to educate ourselves more and 

more to the meaning of the liturgical actions following the wisdom of the long and outstanding tradition of 

the Catholic Church. 

 

Silence: Silence is a fundamental component of our liturgies. Silence is not merely the absence of 

words; on the contrary, silence is that necessary inner disposition we must have in order to listen to 

God’s voice during the celebrations. As Pope Benedict XVI wrote in Sacramentum Caritatis: “This 

inner disposition can be fostered, for example, by recollection and silence for at least a few moments 

before the beginning of the liturgy, by fasting and, when necessary, by sacramental confession. A 

heart reconciled to God makes genuine participation possible”. There is also a very important 

intertwined relationship between music and silence: “Music arises out of silence and returns to silence. 

God is revealed both in the beauty of song and in the power of silence. The Sacred Liturgy has its 

rhythm of texts, actions, songs, and silence. Silence in the Liturgy allows the community to reflect on 

what it has heard and experienced, and to open its heart to the mystery celebrated…. The importance 

of silence in the Liturgy cannot be overemphasized” (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops).  

We ask that you maintain silence as soon as you enter the church and that you refrain from  

talking until you are in the gathering space after mass. 

In order to foster such disposition of silence, we will start singing the Communion hymn only after 

the extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist, the cantors, and choir have all received the precious 

Body of Christ. We invite everyone to prepare silently for the reception of Communion. Please  

turn off your electronical devices. 

 

Entrance Bell: Using a bell is a quite simple tool to educate us to the right disposition of silence we 

need to have in order to participate in the Mass. The ringing of the bell will be the signal that the 

liturgy is about to begin. When there is an opening hymn, the hymn will begin after the ringing of 

the bell. The cantor, or the priest, will announce the song’s number before the bell is rung, after 

which the congregation should stand. The sound of the bell will wake up our souls from the 

sleepiness and distraction of our thoughts and moods, which so often occupy our lives before the 

starting of the liturgy. The sound of the bell reminds us of the fact that we are stepping into a new 

space and a new time, the space and time of God. 

 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Reception of Holy Communion: The USCCB (United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops) has determined the following regarding the reception of the Sacred Host: 



 

 

 “Those who receive Communion may receive either in the hand or on the tongue.... if Communion 

is received in the hand, the hands should first of all be clean. If one is right-handed, the left 

hand should rest upon the right. The Host will then be laid in the palm of the left hand and then 

taken by the right hand to the mouth. If one is left-handed this is reversed. It is not appropriate to 

reach out with the fingers and take the Host from the person distributing.” The Host must be 

consumed immediately and with due reverence as one steps to the side and faces toward the 

Altar. It is never permitted to walk away with the Sacred Host and consume it while walking. 

When Communion is received standing, a bow is the act of reverence made by those receiving 

the Host. Receiving Communion is welcoming God in one’s own life; therefore, we should treat this 

moment in the liturgy with supreme wonder and respect. During the pandemic most people 

received the sacred Host keeling, and we would like to continue this custom as we return to usual 

way of receiving Communion. Therefore, there will be a kneeler at each communion station for 

those who choose to receive the Sacred Host kneeling.  As you receive the Body of Christ, reply 

“Amen.” 

 

The Conclusion of the Liturgy: Another essential moment of silence happens at the conclusion of 

Mass and other liturgies. We tend to show our appreciation for the cantors and accompanists with 

clapping at the end the liturgy. However, the liturgical action is not a performance, and the 

sanctuary is not a stage. We want to show our great appreciation for our cantors and musicians, 

but we are invited to do so in the foyer or personally at other occasions and venues. Therefore, 

we ask everyone to avoid any clapping at the end of the closing hymn. We would also like to 

respect those who want to stay in the church praying in silence at the end of Mass. Everyone, 

therefore, is invited to keep an atmosphere of silence in the church as soon as the liturgy is over. 

We also would like to remind you to stay in the church until the end of the Mass.                                                                                                               

 

Music: The hymnals are back in the pews. This edition, along with hymns and songs, follows the new 

translation of the third typical edition of the Roman Missal and contains the readings from the 

Lectionary for the Sundays’ Masses. Singing along during the various celebrations is essential part 

of our participation in the liturgy, as Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI once reminded all of us: “In the 

ars celebrandi, liturgical song has a pre-eminent place. Saint Augustine rightly says in a famous 

sermon that the new man sings a new song. Singing is an expression of joy and, if we consider the 

matter, an expression of love. The People of God assembled for the liturgy sings the praises of 

God.” When we go to Mass, we are asked to give all of ourselves to the Lord in praise and 

thanksgiving. Our voices are privileged ways to be with the Lord during the liturgical actions. Let 

us sing to the Lord without fears! In order to learn well and, therefore, fully participate in 

singing during the various liturgies, Mr. Tim Roy will take a few minutes teaching new hymns and 

Mass settings, once a month, before the beginning of Mass. To learn new hymns or to rehearse 

those hymns we already know, is a simple way to step into the richness and beauty of the sacred 

music. It is also a very practical way to prepare spiritually for the liturgy that will begin 

afterwards.  

 

Dress Code: Although there is not a written “Dress Code” concerning how we should dress when we 

attend liturgies, the Catechism of the Catholic Church says the following: “… Bodily demeanor 

(gestures, clothing) ought to convey the respect, solemnity, and joy of this moment when Christ 

becomes our guest.” (n. 1387) 

 



 

 

A JOURNEY OF DESIRE, ATTENTION, AND EXPECTATION - BY WHOM? 

We crowned the year of the Fellowship of the Keys with our 

first vacation at Koronis Campus in Paynesville.  

It was and still is a gift to me and us. We simply shared our rule 

with talks, games, Holy Mass, and the great scavenger hunt at 

night leading to new clues and discovery as our life is with 

friends and leaders. The vacation seemed like “a state of 

waiting for Jesus - any situation in life could suddenly become 

the place and circumstance in which he chose to manifest himself” 

as also in the calming beginning of the day with the Angelus and 

the closing of it with the night prayers. The abundance of our 

friendship was shared during the time together with joy, unity, 

and a lot of energy. “It was a teamwork” a girl said during the 

last assembly. Surely it was a teamwork among us adults over a 

year and in organizing the vacation together with joy and an intense dialogue too.  

My deepest gratitude to Jennifer Greger, Andrew LeTellier, Mayka, Mason, Audrey and Henry who led the 

vacation according to their own tasks and gifts. This team made possible the abundance given by Christ during a 

challenging and ever new year 2020-2021. Thank you!  

Thank you also to the parishioners who have sponsor this vacation. May God 

reward you as good stewards of His Grace. 

“We do not see Jesus physically” said a boy “but we do see those who are 

in His path”. “I am in wonder when we are stargazing in the field,” said 

another. It seems to me that I cannot hunt down the Grace of God in these 

children. I do not know when it is 

happening that the grace touches 

their hearts.  As an eighth-grader 

told us “I didn’t expect anything 

from this vacation.  

I had a prejudice that the vacation 

was not for me. When Jennifer and 

Andrew spoke about desire, 

expectation, and the disciples' 

attention, it made me think that this 

vacation could be made for me and changed my attitude.” This is the real experience of love. We cannot hunt 

down His Grace in people’s lives. Therefore, following Christ is always a new beginning. “For me and for yourself” 

said Jesus to St. Peter and it had happened again. For me and for yourself, a new beginning for me and for 

yourselves dear children and adults, because any moment, even the most ordinary, could become the moment of 

His presence. 

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY HOME 

Family Homeless Shelter at Guardian Angels Church 
HJH was recently awarded two grants: $30,000 from each of the St. Paul Minnesota Initiative and the F.R. Bigelow 
Foundation to support general operating expenses. HJH is hiring. They are looking for an overnight, live-in host. 
This would be a perfect opportunity for a college student in need of housing and some extra income. Contact Trish 

Brokman at pbrokman@guardian-angels.com. 

HJH needs You! They are resuming normal pre-covid daily operations starting in mid June. This means they will take 
up to 7 families (the capacity) at a time. With additional families entering into shelter, more volunteers are needed 
to assist with the evening meal preparation and serving dinner and serving as overnight hosts. Sign up links can be 

found at https://www.guardian-angels.org/hope/. 
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RETURNING MINISTRIES - VOLUNTEER NEED 

In the past year we have not been able to use our volunteers. So, as we begin to return to life before the 
pandemic, we would like to add more to the following ministries.  
 

Homebound: 
I am looking for volunteers who would like to bring the Holy Eucharist to the homebound. This is especially 
beautiful and brings great joy to those that are receiving the Eucharist as well as those that are bringing 
Christ to them. Please let Connie Roering know if you would like to visit the homebound or if you know of 
someone who is in need of a visit. 
 

Funerals: 
I am also looking for Altar servers and hospitality volunteers. Hospitality will work with the family the day 
of the funeral to walk them through the readings, answer questions and setup the pews before Mass. If 
you are interested in either of these funeral ministries, please contact Connie Roering in the parish office 
651-894-6141 
 

Senior busing returns: Beginning July 3, 2021 
We are grateful to be able to provide the bus for those that are not able to drive to church. There is no 

need to register. Please be at the pickup location before the scheduled time. We will be evaluating the 

stops in a month and see if we need to make adjustment.  

For the Church of St. Peter - Saturday 4:00pm mass 

 
STOPS: 
 

Cardinal Pointe       3:05 pm 
The Seasons         3:10 pm 
Maple Hills         3:15pm 
Concordia Arms       3:20pm 
Carefree Chateau      3:26 pm 
Oak Hill          3:35 pm 
Polar Ridge         3:40 pm 

WEATHERING LIFE’S LOSSES - ADULT GRIEF GROUP 

Wednesdays, June 23 - August 11, 2021 
 
Afternoons: 12:00 - 1:00 pm (online) 
Evenings: 6:30 - 7:30 pm (online) 
 
The goal of the Weathering Life’s Losses Adult Grief Group is to provide an atmosphere that encourages the  
sharing of feelings, questions. And struggles. We are here to promote mutual support with educational  
presentations that will encourage the use of your own resources to discover and develop coping skills as you  
journey through grief. 
 
Meetings are free and require no registration  
For information contact: Monique Dosdall, Grief Group Coordinator at 651-239-3441, or send an email to 
mdosdall.stcroixchaplaincy@gmail.com 



 

 

SUMMER 2021 EVENTS  
CHURCH OF ST PETER 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
 

Events are held on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 - 8:30pm (usually! check email/text) 
in Fellowship Hall or school playground field 

Wednesday, June 30 
Wednesday, July 7 
Wednesday July 14 (VBS Week) 
Wednesday, July 21 NO MEETING 
Wednesday, July 28 
Wednesday, August 4 
SUMMER VACATION: Aug 8-13th!! 
Wednesday, August, 18 

Let Jennifer know if you would 
like to be added to contact list 
for emails and texts (requires 
parental consent) 

Participant Registration for Vacation Bible School is going strong, but we need your help! 
 
We have a great need for Adult volunteers and High School age volunteers.  
Children grades 5 and older (during the '20-21 school year) are also encouraged to volunteer. 
 

VBS takes place from 9am-noon, July 12th-16th.  All volunteers must attend volunteer training on either 
July 7 at 7pm or July 11 at 5pm. All volunteers 18 and older must be Virtus certified. 
 
Even if you can't commit to the whole week, we could use whatever days you can help. 
 
Adults are needed as crew leaders to lead a small group (crew) of students aged 3-6 or grades 1-4 
through the day.  Your main job is to keep the children focused, respectful and participating in each sta-
tion that you visit.  Adults are also needed to help with volunteer childcare. Adult volunteers receive free 
childcare for children too young to participate and a 50% discount on registration fees for their children 
or grandchildren who participate or volunteer. 
High School Youth act as either Station Assistants, aiding the Adult Station Leader in prep work, guiding 
the children, and cleanup; or as a VBS assistant, willing to go wherever needed depending on the 
day.  Tasks may include running errands, helping kids who are having a hard time, helping crews who 
need an extra hand, etc. No fee, and you get a t-shirt!  
 
Youth in grade 5 during the '20-21 school year will be placed as a Jr. Assistant in a VBS crew of chil-
dren aged 3.5-6.  They will have special role in leadership, including having a different color t-shirt than 
the participants, helping the children participate, running errands for the Adult Crew Leader and more! 
$20 per child  
 
Youth in grades 6-8 during the '20-21 school year will be placed as a Jr. Assistant in one of the follow-
ing stations: Craft, Music, Stage, Games, Snack, Encounter, Bible Time. List your top 3 preferences on the 
registration form (where it asks for crew preferences) but it is understood that youth may need to be 
placed where they are needed most.  Jr. Assistants will be given a special t-shirt color that will set them 
apart. $20 per child.   
 
Register here https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/vacation-bible-school 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

https://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/vacation-bible-school


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Week of June 27 - July 4, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   †Ann Fox 

      10:30 AM    Parishioners 

                    6:00 PM    †Karen Pickar 

Monday:               8:00 AM    †Arbena & Donald Kyle 

Tuesday:       8:00 AM  †Delano Schmidt 

Wednesday: 8:00 AM  †Joe Raleigh 

Thursday:   8:00 AM  †Kay Reber 

Friday:  8:00 AM    †Margaret & Leonard Tepe                  

Saturday:  8:00 AM       †Willard Parenteau 

    4:00 PM    †Don & Jean Regan 

Sunday:  8:00 AM   †Don Ethier 

      10:30 AM   †David Nielsen 

                    6:00 PM     Parishioners          

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose  
of the souls of Helen LaFavor, Rosendo Elizondo, and 
Doris Langevin whose funerals were this past week. 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  

Michelle Czech & Gideon Knudson 

Anne McLeod & Justin Hauswirth 

who were married this weekend. 

EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 

The North St Paul Food Shelf has experienced an 
increase in the number of those served during the 
pandemic. They have also experienced a 
decrease in the number of volunteers who are 
willing and able to serve.  Volunteers are needed 
weekday mornings from 9:00am-12:00pm to 
assist with tasks such as sorting and stocking the 
shelves and freezers, evaluating the product, and 
preparing the orders. There is also a need for 
someone to ride along with the drivers and assist 
with loading of items each weekday morning from 
7:00am-10:30am. If you have 
any questions or would like to 
participate in this important 
ministry, please contact Ron 

at qczerepak@hotmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP OF  
TIME & TALENT 

 

Dear parishioners and visitors, 

 

On Saturday, June 5th, we had the grace of processing along the streets of North Saint Paul with the Blessed 

Sacrament. The weather was extremely hot, but for those who participated in it, the procession was the occasion to 

publicly witness our love and gratitude towards Christ. We would like to extend our thank you to the Holy Family 

Guild, the Youth Group, and the Council of Catholic Women for preparing the three altars for our stops. After the 

procession we had the opportunity to spend some time in fellowship, and, thanks to the Knights of Columbus, we 

had an amazing dinner together.  

As I was carrying the monstrance with the consecrated Host, I kept thinking of the 

great Saint Damian of Molokai who used to process with Jesus along with his 

beloved lepers. Yes, we are all lepers in need of healing, of God’s mercy. Only 

God can save us, this is why we process with Him along the streets of our city, to 

proclaim to everyone that God is real, that He exists and desires to share his life 

with ours. Only the presence of God in our life can make our life truly meaningful! 

We are looking forward to next year’s procession and we hope that many more 

people will join us in this simple act of adoration and devotion.   

 

God Bless 

 

NOTE: The Adoration Chapel will close next 

Thursday, July 1 at 5pm and not reopen until Tuesday, 
July 6 at 9am for the July 4th holiday 
weekend. The parish office will be 
closed Friday (7/2) and Monday (7/5). 

mailto:qczerepak@hotmail.com


 

 


