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ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD - FOCUS AREAS 

Based on the information already gathered in the Prayer and Listening Events, as well as the information 

gathered for the Ad Limina visit with Pope Francis in January, and the results of the Disciple Marker Index, 

Archbishop Hebda has discerned the initial set of focus areas for the Archdiocesan Synod. Those areas will 

set the parameters for discussions at the deanery and parish levels: 

 

1. Forming parishes that are in the service of evangelization 

2. Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’s love and respond to his call 

3. Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young 

 

More on the Focus Areas 

Archbishop Hebda is particularly looking forward to hearing responses to the following questions. 

 

Forming parishes that are in the service of evangelization. 

1. Welcoming parishes 

What can we do to make parishes more welcoming and accessible? Are there those who feel excluded from 

parish life? How can we address them? What have we learned from livestreaming parish events to build 

inclusion? 

 

2. Collaboration in parish ministry 

How can we promote a greater sense of ownership of parish activities? How do we call forth the gifts that 

God has given us to strengthen our parishes? How should parishioners be involved in setting a vision for the 

parish? How does a parish regularly assess its performance? How can a community provide for continuity 

when clergy and staff regularly change? 

 

3. Liturgy and the Sunday experience 

What needs to happen for Sunday liturgies to more completely satisfy spiritual needs and send us forth for 

service? How should we address the needs of multicultural, multilingual communities at Mass? Are there ways 

to create an Archdiocesan liturgical identity so that we feel at home in any one of our parishes? What would 

be important components of that identity? 

 

4. Parishes at “central driving force” of evangelization 

How do we foster the “pastoral conversion” of parishes to more fully serve the Church’s evangelizing mission? 

How can parishes train parishioners to be evangelizers, especially in homes and neighborhoods? What are 

parish practices that have worked in bringing Catholics back to the Church or in attracting new members? 

 

5. Bringing the Implications of the Gospel into our communities 

How can parishes be instruments of Christ’s healing? How do we transform parishes to be attentive to the 

needs of others and to engage in the work of justice and racial equality? 

 

Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love and respond to his call. 

1. Encountering Jesus 

What resources and experiences facilitate the personal encounter with Christ that is at the heart of missionary 

discipleship?  



 

 

What are concrete ways that our Church can credibly proclaim the core message of our faith (the “kerygma”) 

in ways that lead to real conversion? 

 

2. Tools to foster discipleship 

How can we offer meaningful life-long formation for discipleship? What are useful resources and experiences 

for learning how to pray, especially with sacred Scripture? What retreat experiences have borne fruit? How 

can we encourage faith-sharing in small groups? How can we encourage mentoring in the life of virtue and 

accompaniment at difficult moments? 

3. Enhancing adult formation 

How can we promote a deepening in our understanding of the content of our faith? How can we more 

effectively meet the need for adult faith formation? 

 

4. Fostering the universal call to holiness 

How do we deepen our understanding of the family as the domestic Church and our appreciation of marriage 

as a path for life-long sanctification? How can the Church better accompany couples in living out their 

vocation throughout their marriage? How can we be more responsive to the spiritual needs of those who are 

single, separated or divorced, or widowed? 

 

5. Joyful service as a Gospel imperative 

How do we strengthen the tie between discipleship, love for neighbor and joyful service? How can we 

encourage individuals to manifest their faith in their works? How can we promote a greater sensitivity and 

response to the needs of others? 

 

Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young. 

1. Supporting parents as primary educators 

How can we better assist parents in forming children as disciples who know and love Jesus and his Church? 

 

2. Helping the young encounter Jesus 

How do we give pre-teens a personal encounter with Jesus that fosters spiritual growth? How about 

teenagers? How should we teach them to pray or help them grow in virtue? 

 

3. Education at the service of encountering Christ 

How can Catholic schools and religious education programs more effectively facilitate a relationship with 

Jesus? Do our sacramental preparation programs open young hearts to God’s grace and call? 

 

4. Ministry to millennials 

How can we minister more effectively to college-age Catholics and single young adults? How about young 

married couples and young families? 

 

5. Rethinking structures of young adult ministry 

What should be the role of peer ministry and young adult leadership in this apostolate? Is there a need for a 

more regionalized approach? What are avenues for developing young leadership and opening Church 

structures to the insights of young adults? How can we better use social media to nourish young adults? 

 

https://www.archspm.org/synod/archdiocesan-synod-focus-areas/ 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Thank you to all our parishioners for supporting us during this last year. The parish’s financial (fiscal) year runs July 1-

June 30. This fiscal year of July 2020-June 2021, we received $1,226,548.50 in Sunday Collections. We 

surpassed our collection budget of $1,200,000. 

Even though we were $21,000 short of surpassing the amount collected in the prior year, we are blessed with the 

generosity of our parishioners throughout this challenging time! 

It has been beautiful to reflect on the words of Jesus throughout this year.  

“I came that they mIght have lIfe  

and have It more abundantly” John 10:10 

This year we have seen that even with difficulties and restrictions with God we can have life in abundance! When we 

have less distractions and spend more time with God, our life can be so much more.  

Thank you again for being good stewards and the gifts you have given! Your gifts of time, talent and treasure have 

helped the parish continue to live out its mission this year. 

 

Amount Collected for the month of June (Envelope/Plate) $57,381.07 

Amount Collected the month of June (Electronic Giving) $36,805.50 

Total Collected for the month of June   $94,186.57 

Amount Budgeted for the month of June $82,063.00 

Collected for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 $1,226,548.50 

Budgeted for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 $1,200,000.00 

Collected for the Prior Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 $1,248,021.27 

% Above (or Below) Budget   2.21% 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget   $26,548.50 



 

 

CHURCH OF ST PETER 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

SUMMER 2021 EVENTS  
 

Events are held on Wednesdays  
From 6:30 - 8:30pm (usually! check email/text) 
in Fellowship Hall or school playground field 

 
Wednesday, July 21 NO MEETING 
Wednesday, July 28 
Wednesday, August 4 
SUMMER VACATION: Aug 8-13th!! 
Wednesday, August 18 

Let Jennifer know if you would 
like to be added to contact list 
for emails and texts  
(requires parental consent) 

Welcome Back Picnic 
Come and join us in a moment of communion, joy and relaxation. 

 
The greatest expression of the relationship between me 
and this presence that is God-made-man in You, o Christ, 
is eating and drinking with You, where You identify with 
what you eat and drink, so that, “Even though living in 
the flesh I live in the faith of the Son of God” (“faith” 
means acknowledging a Presence). – Luigi Giussani - 
Vacations-The-Time-Of-Freedom 
 

 
WHEN: August 21, 2021   5:00 - 9:00pm 

WHERE: Church of St. Peter Parking Lot / Playground Area 
 

Food/Beverages - Live Music – Great Door Prizes - Corn Hole  
Gaga Ball - Inflatable - MORE! 

 
It is AN ABUNDANT TIME to regain familiarity with each other after more than a year of 

restrictions. 
 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP & FUN! 

To help us make sure we have enough food, please RSVP through the parish website  

or by calling the front desk. 

 

https://english.clonline.org/news/current-events/2019/07/08/vacations-the-time-of-freedom


 

 

Church of St. Peter 
HIGH SCHOOL VACATION 

August 8-13, 2021 
What is man that you are mindful of him, and son of man that you 

 care for him?  Psalm 8:5 
 

Join us for Friendship, Fun, Super Games, Singing, Canoeing, Archery, 
Honored Guests, Mass, and much more! 

 
Current 9-12th graders 

 
Koronis Ministries Christian Camp & Retreat  
Center: Paynesville, MN (90 miles NW) 

 

We have a new bus 
company “New Tracks” 

 
Times have changed!  

< CHECK HERE 

In the past year we have not been able to use our volunteers. So, as we begin to return to life before the pandemic, 
we would like to add more to the following ministries.  
 
Homebound: 
I am looking for volunteers who would like to bring the Holy Eucharist to the homebound. This is especially beautiful 
and brings great joy to those that are receiving the Eucharist as well as those that are bringing Christ to them. Please 
let Connie Roering know if you would like to visit the homebound or if you know of someone who is in need of a visit. 
 
Funerals: 
I am also looking for Altar servers and hospitality volunteers. 
Hospitality will work with the family the day of the funeral to walk 
them through the readings, answer questions and setup the pews 
before Mass. If you are interested in either of these funeral ministries, 
please contact Connie Roering in the parish office 651-894-6141 
 

 
We are in need of Lectors for the 6 pm Mass on Sundays. 
Please prayerfully consider dedicating some time for this important 
ministry. To learn more, feel free to contact Patti Teachout with any 
questions at 651-777-8304 ext 6142 or email at 
pteachout@stpetersnsp.org 
 
Senior busing returns: Beginning July 3, 2021 
We are grateful to be able to provide the bus for those that are not able to drive to church. There is no need to 
register. Please be at the pickup location before the scheduled time. We will be evaluating the stops in a month and 
see if we need to make adjustments.  

 

For the Church of St. Peter - Saturday 4:00pm Mass 
STOPS: 

 
Cardinal Pointe       2:50 pm 
The Seasons            2:55 pm 
Maple Hills        3:00 pm 
Concordia Arms       3:10 pm 
Carefree Chateau      3:20 pm 
Oak Hill         3:30 pm 
Polar Ridge        3:35 pm 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENT 

 

Register online. Cost = $325.  
Full and partial scholarships available.   

For more information contact Jennifer Greger - jgreger@stpetersnsp.org 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of July 18 - July 25, 2021 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  †Dr Edward “Ted”    

          Pokorny 

     10:30 AM  †Dan Leko 

                6:00 PM    †Stanley & Mildred  

            Griswold        

Monday:     8:00 AM   †Sue McNeil 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM   †James Messicci  

Wed:        8:00 AM   †Mary Capistrant 

Thursday:  8:00 AM   †Don & Jean Regan 

Friday:    8:00 AM    †Anna Marie Jestel                  

Saturday:  8:00 AM      †The Beltz Family-Gary,   
          Sandra, Tony, Sabrina &         

          Jeremy 

      4:00 PM    †Gary Gardner 

Sunday:    8:00 AM   †Patricia Szalapski 

        10:30 AM  †Bill Winn 

                6:00 PM    Parishioners         

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Month of July through July 11th 

Total Collected for Month of July 
through July 11th $22,600. 

Amount Collected for Month of July 
through July 11th (Electronic Giving)  $8,333. 

Amount Budgeted for Month of July 
through July 11th $21,085. 

Collected for month of July through 
July 11th Including Stock & Special 
Gifts  $37,592. 

Budgeted for month of July through 
July 11th Including Stock & Special 
Gifts  $37,995.  

% Above (or Below) Budget  -1.06% 

Amount Collected for Month of July 
through July 11th (Envelope/Plate)  $14,267. 

Transfiguration is hosting an informational open house 
on Monday, July 19th in our parish Gathering Space at 
7pm. Catechetical Institute Informational Open House. 
Discover God’s Plan of Sheer Goodness in the Class of 
St. Joseph! 
 
This fall, the Archbishop Flynn Catechetical Institute will 
offer the two-year Pillars Program in person at 
Transfiguration Catholic Church in Oakdale on Monday 
evenings from 7PM – 9PM. 
 
The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules 
with two Saturday morning formative sessions per 
module. Applications for the Class of St. 
Joseph beginning in September are now being accepted 
through August 1, 2021. If need be, the lectures will be 
live streamed. For more information and an application 
visit, www.CIstudent.com or call (651) 962-5072. 
   
Link to the direct site for Transfiguration: http://
www.cistudent.com/host-site-transfiguration/ 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose  
of the soul of Doris Staton whose funeral was this 

past week. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Gladstone Meals on Wheels Program serves a 

daily hot lunch or a week's worth of frozen lunches to 

older adults, people with disabilities and those 

impacted by COVID. Our delivery area in North St. 

Paul, Maplewood, Oakdale and the near East 

Side.  As the community is emergings from the 

pandemic, we have resumed our daily hot deliveries, 

and now have an increased need for volunteer drivers. 

I am hoping you can help me recruit volunteers or pass 

this email and attached flyer on to someone who can 

help spread the word. Gladstone is located at 1945 

Manton St. Maplewood, 55109. Meal delivery 

takes approximately an hour and occurs over the 

lunch hour. Individuals can volunteer weekly, every 

other week or monthly. Your congregation could also 

consider forming a team and then how often someone 

delivers would be determined by the number of 

people on the team.Thank you so much for considering 

this request to help us recruit volunteer drivers. Feel 

free to contact me or Tim Dooley, the Meals on Wheels 

Coordinator. Tim can be reached at 

651-748-7266 

or tdooley@isd622.org 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

Amount Above (or Below) Budget  ($403) 

CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE 

http://www.cistudent.com/
http://www.cistudent.com/host-site-transfiguration/
http://www.cistudent.com/host-site-transfiguration/
mailto:tdooley@isd622.org


 

 


