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KEEP GOING FORWARD 

Dear parishioners, 
 
The first focus area: Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love and respond to his 
call has started this Tuesday and continue for more five consecutives’ Tuesdays. Come and see! 
 
It occurred to me to re-read once more the beautiful book “A Friend to All Men The Diary of a 
Worker – Priest” by Egide Van Broeckhoven. It has been accompanied me and friends in this entire 
past year for different precious reasons. I would like to offer the two below passages of the book 
as a profound insight for the happening of the Archdiocesan Synod 2022.  
 

(The first passage of the book is about evangelization and the second one on disciples and 
youthfulness. The bolded parts are my decision.) 
 
 

“The Search for God in the Inner Life of Others: Friendship” 
Friendship is that love which seeks the other and can do without all he has, because it does 
not seek what he has, but what he is: “of God.” 
Friendship seeks what is deepest in him, that is, that in which he is “of God,” that by which 
his inner life rests in God’s inner life. Thus, friendship seeks to penetrate into the mystery of God 
who is love; if men understood this, they would seek God…. 

 

November 23, 1962 
I have come to see that the great obstacle to the apostolate which we have to overcome consists in 
the very great resistance we offer one another by our fears and our turning in upon ourselves. 
Each one of us, within his little circle of friends, turns in upon himself in two ways: the 
individual does nothing spontaneously to enlarge the circle, and the group itself does not 
grow spontaneously in the friendship it already has. Thus, the individual remains secure in what 
he is and what he has. 
 
The mystic, the pilgrim, the pioneer of divine life must keep going forward in order to find God in 
everything and in all men. Turning in upon himself heads one down the road paved by the 
devil; going in the opposite direction, one finds himself becoming 
transparent to the light of the Trinity and filled with the life of love. 

 

 

I am sure that these two passages might be useful for someone as are 
very precious to me and my priesthood. 
 

Blessings, your pastor Fr. Ettore Ferrario 



 

 

BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW 

Focus Area #1 - Forming Missionary Disciples Who 
Know Jesus’ Love and Respond to His Call 
 

Session 2 - September 28th 
 Topic A: Lifelong Discipleship  
 Topic B: Universal Call to Holiness 



 

 

Dear friends and parishioners, 
 
A couple of weeks ago I began my sixth year of seminary and it might be the last one because I 
could be ordained Deacon next summer. Of course, the real and concrete prospect of “forever” 
makes me feel a bit of trepidation: but then I’m led to recognize that my life, and therefore my 
being here is the consequence of a mysterious and disproportionate “friendship” that God is 
leading with me, not the result of my strange idea. And this consciousness gives me a great peace 

and freedom. 
 
Moreover, I begin this new year with the gratitude 
for what happened this past summer with two 
different groups of High Schoolers from the 
Movement of Communion and Liberation, that we 
hosted in the seminary here in Rome for a couple of 
weeks for their community vacation. Me and two 
other seminarians had the responsibility of staying 
with them and leading them during those days. Our 
desire was simple and clear: to live together with 
them what convinced and convinces us, without fear 
of making a radical and, apparently, unattractive, 

proposal. Therefore, we had Morning Prayer and Mass every day, a moment of personal 
meditation and then sharing together, but also (of course!) visits to Rome, trekking and (amazing) 
games! What we saw happening before our eyes was surprising, something that went far beyond 
what we had prepared: the transfiguration of the faces of these young people; certain dialogues 
that we had with many of them; wounds and questions that they gradually brought out; the depth 
of evaluation that they showed; all this cannot be explained as a simple consequence of the 
"activities" that we offered them. The only reasonable explanation is that truly a life transformed 
by faith is a life that is more human and more fitting to man’s nature, his thirst and his needs. We 
saw happening the beauty, the gladness, and the breath of fresh air that Jesus brings to man's life 
when he decides to give Him some space. This summer I saw, once again, the convenience and the 
beauty of following Christ, the One to whom I’m giving my life. And it is with this gratitude that I’m 
beginning this new year of seminary. 
 
I want also to say thanks to all 
of you for your generosity in 
helping me to pay my expenses 
in seminary: first of all, this last 
year of Theological studies, but 
also many other expenses of 
the life in the seminary. Please, 
keep me also in your prayers, 
I’ll do the same. 
 
Giacomo 
 

SEMINARIAN: GIACOMO 

 

 



 

 

Faith Formation 2021-2022 
              Classes Start 9/22 - Register today! 

  

 
We are grateful and full of joy to be able to offer Faith Formation to all children ages 3 through 
High School. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (preschool - 3rd grade), Grades 4 & 5, 
Fellowship of the Keys, Confirmation, High School Youth Group. Questions? contact Jennifer 
Greger at jgreger@stpetersnsp.org or 651-777-8304 or Barb Waldorf at 
bwaldorf@stpetersnsp.org  

As we begin a new week together, may the words of 8th Grade 
student Ella Venzke (Class of 2022) inspire you, as they did for our 
school community at this past Monday's Scripture Theme Prayer 
Service: 
 
“Hello, my name is Ella Venzke and I am an 8th grader at St. Peter 
Catholic School this year.  
 
This year's school theme is “Behold, I make all things new” from the 
Book of Revelation.  
 
It is the beginning of a new year and, for me, beginnings can 
be exciting, stressful, and scary all at once. I am someone who 
doesn’t like change and finds it kind of scary. I am not always the 
biggest fan of getting ready for a new school year.  
 
But every year I think to myself during the days, the night before, 
and even the morning of the first day of school, “This is a new 
day.” I put my trust in God and pray that all my worries will be 
lifted. I tell myself constantly this day will be better than the 
previous one.  
 
I have been in the same class with relatively the same kids for as 
long as I can remember, and every year I promise myself I will be a 
better person than I was last year and do my best to see things 
new. I know I’m not the only one who often thinks “wait till next 
year.” Yet, in reality you don’t have to wait for a new year.  
 
We all learn and grow each and every day. It's part of being human. You close the book on each year and think it 
is time for a new series, when it is actually just time for a different chapter.    
 
None of us are the same person we were yesterday because we are all learning and growing constantly. Mistakes 
are bound to happen, and there’s no reason to feel ashamed about it.  “Be a better person than yesterday” is a 
good reminder that you can think about today, as we begin a new school day.  
 
‘Behold, I make all things new.’  Thank you.“ 
  
Ella Venzke 
St. Peter Class of 2022 

ST. PETER STUDENT SHARES SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

Ella Venzke (St. Peter Class of 2022) 
courageously offers her reflection at our 
Scripture Theme Prayer Service. (Photo - 

Kelsey Green)  
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“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a 
person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.”  
- Deus Caritas Est - Encyclical Letter - Benedict XVI - 25th December 2005. 
 
If you are Catholic, have not received the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist, or Confirmation, or you 
are interested in learning about our Catholic Faith or are considering joining the Catholic Church, please consider 
participating in the RCIA process (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) which addresses these needs.  Your 
marriage/sacramental situation is an essential part of the RCIA process 2021-2022. 
  
Our parish RCIA instruction sessions will begin again this Fall starting: 
November 7th, 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Entrance: Through E1 door or Margaret Hall Entrance.   
Contact: For more information or to schedule a meeting with Fr. Ettore please 
contact Connie in the parish office:  
651-894-6141 croering@stpetersnsp.org 
 

RCIA 

ANNUAL BIG SALE 

O’Reilley Hall 
 

Friday, October 22 : 8am - 5pm 

Saturday, October 23 : 8am - 5pm 

Sunday, October 24 : 8am - 1pm 
 

Volunteers are needed to make this fundraiser a success! We are still in need of many. Please sign 
up to volunteer at www.churchofstpeternsp.org/big-sale or by calling the parish office at 651-
777-8304. Sign up by October 15th so the event organizers can ensure there is enough help! 

 
DONATE 

If you’d like to donate items to the Big Sale, the drop off times are: 
 

Sunday, October 17 : 9am - 4pm 
Tuesday, October 19 : 5pm - 7pm 

Wednesday, October 20 : 9am - 6pm 
Thursday, October 21 : 9am - 12pm 

 
Items after this date or brought during the sale will NOT be accepted. 

 
Items NOT accepted include: 

Computers, TVs, printers, large appliances, mattresses, bed frames, box springs, headboards, baby furniture (cribs, 
car seats, etc.), bowling balls, carpet, encyclopedias, exercise equipment, lawn mowers, light fixtures, small engine 

equipment, golf carts, golf clubs, VHS & cassette tapes, clothes & shoes 
 
 

Chair - Linda Carlson (651-738-1075)  Co-Chair - Gerri Byrne 
carlsonlin48@gmail.com        gerribyrne@yahoo.com 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of September 26 -  October 3, 2021 

Sunday:    8:00 AM  Parishioners        

       10:30 AM  †David Nielsen 

                6:00 PM  †Joanne Wendel           

Monday:     8:00 AM  †Geraldine Cocchiarella 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM  †Kucy Family  

Wed:        8:00 AM †Gary Gardner 

      9:30 AM  School Mass 

Thursday:  8:00 AM †Candy Moody                                                    

Friday:    8:00 AM  †Don Norville                  

Saturday:  8:00 AM  †Dr. Edward “Ted” Pokorny 

      4:00 PM  †Don & Jean Regan 

Sunday:    8:00 AM  †Bert & Pat Murphy        

        10:30 AM †Edith Humpal 

                6:00 PM  Parishioners     

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Synod Small Groups - Tuesday, September 28th 

6:30 - 8:30pm 
 

Marriage Prep Morning - Saturday, October 2nd 

at 8am 
 

Big Sale - October 22, 23, 24th 
 
 
 

Appalachia Christmas & Papal Footprints 

Shoe Box Mission 

Bring Christmas joy to families in poverty stricken areas 
of rural Appalachia. Please consider donating new, 
unwrapped items and/or a filled shoebox for a child 
or teen. Gift ideas, directions for shoeboxes and my 
home address for drop off contact me: Connie 
Williamson 651-398-7059 
(text or voicemail) or 
conwilliamson@gmail.com. All 
gifts and filled shoeboxes are 
being collected at my home 
until Friday, Oct. 22. Thank 

You!  

CCW NEWS 

ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT ROSARY 
PROCESSION 

Date(s): Friday, October 1 
Time: 7 p.m. (Line-up begins at 6:15 p.m.) 
Location: Procession from State Capital to 
Cathedral of Saint Paul (also livestreamed 
from Cathedral) 
 

As a public witness to our Catholic faith during the 
month of October, come with family and friends to the 
annual Archdiocesan Candlelight Rosary Procession. 
You may also watch the livestream on the Cathedral’s 

Facebook page. 

 

Line up begins at 6:15 p.m. on the State Capitol 

grounds and the procession will begin at 7 p.m.  

 

Parishes are encouraged to bring banners to represent 

their communities. 

 

Those who cannot walk the procession route may go 
directly to the Cathedral to pray the Rosary with those 
who are in procession. The event concludes at the 
Cathedral with Marian prayers, Eucharistic Adoration, 

and Benediction. 

 

The event is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis in collaboration with the Family 
Rosary Processions Association. Additional information 
can also be found on their website 

at minnesotarosaryprocessions.org. 

 

Monday, October 4th at 6pm 

Fellowship Hall  

M-R are Hostesses  

Spiritual Rosary begins at 6pm  

CCW MEETING 

https://www.facebook.com/cathedralsaintpaul/
https://www.facebook.com/cathedralsaintpaul/
http://www.minnesotarosaryprocessions.org/


 

 


