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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dear Parishioners and visitors, 
 
As we start Advent 2021, we would like to share with you this beautiful meditation of Benedict XVI 
on the meaning of this liturgical time. May these words help all of us during this Advent Season! 
 
 

BENEDICT XVI 
St Peter's Square 

28 November 2010 
 
Today, the first Sunday of Advent, the Church begins a new Liturgical Year, a new journey of faith 
that on the one hand commemorates the event of Jesus Christ and, on the other, opens to its 
ultimate fulfilment. It is precisely in this double perspective that she lives the Season of Advent, 
looking both to the first coming of the Son of God, when he was born of the Virgin Mary, and to 
his glorious return, when he will come “to judge the living and the dead”, as we say in the Creed. I 
would now like to focus briefly on this evocative theme of “waiting”, for it touches upon a 
profoundly human aspect in which the faith becomes, so to speak, completely one with our flesh 
and our heart. 
 
Expectation or waiting is a dimension that flows through our whole personal, family and social 
existence. Expectation is present in thousands of situations, from the smallest and most banal to the 
most important that involve us completely and in our depths. Among these, let us think of waiting 
for a child, on the part of a husband and wife; of waiting for a relative or friend who is coming 
from far away to visit us; let us think, for a young person, of waiting to know his results in a 
crucially important examination or of the outcome of a job interview; in emotional relationships, of 
waiting to meet the beloved, of waiting for the answer to a letter, or for the acceptance of 
forgiveness.... One could say that man is alive as long as he waits, as long as hope is alive in his 
heart. And from his expectations man recognizes himself: our moral and spiritual “stature” can be 
measured by what we wait for, by what we hope for. 
 
Every one of us, therefore, especially in this Season which prepares us for Christmas, can ask 
himself: What am I waiting for? What, at this moment of my life, does my heart long for? And this 
same question can be posed at the level of the family, of the community, of the nation. What are 
we waiting for together? What unites our aspirations, what brings them together? In the time 
before Jesus’ birth the expectation of the Messiah was very strong in Israel – that is, the 
expectation of an Anointed one, a descendent of King David, who would at last set the people 
free from every form of moral and political slavery and find the Kingdom of God. But no one 
would ever have imagined that the Messiah could be born of a humble girl like Mary, the 
betrothed of a righteous man, Joseph. Nor would she have ever thought of it, and yet in her heart 
the expectation of the Savior was so great, her faith and hope were so ardent, that he was able 
to find in her a worthy mother. Moreover, God himself had prepared her before time. There is a 
mysterious correspondence between the waiting of God and that of Mary, the creature “full of 
grace”, totally transparent to the loving plan of the Most High. Let us learn from her, the Woman 
of Advent, how to live our daily actions with a new spirit, with the feeling of profound expectation 
that only the coming of God can fulfil. 

http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/advent/2010/index_en.html
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Number of households not giving  
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

 
 
 
 

Number of households giving $1-$99 
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Number of households giving $100-$299 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

 
 
 
 

Number of households giving $300-$499 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

 
 
 

Number of households giving $500-$999 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

 

Number of households giving $1,000-$1,999 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 
 

 
 

 
 

Number of households giving $2,000+ 
% of our registered households 
% of our annual offertory 

WHERE ARE YOU IN TERMS OF GIVING? 

At the Church of St. Peter, 23% of registered households give 87% of the total 

DID YOU 

Households Not Giving 

Households Giving $100 to $299 per 

Households Giving $1 to $99 per 

Households Giving $300 to $499 per 

Households Giving $2,000+ per 

Households Giving $1,000 to $1,999 per 

Households Giving $500 to $999 per 

This year, we challenge you to consider increasing your  
tithe in order to move up to the next giving bracket. 

The giving data is based upon donations made with contribution envelopes, checks or online giving from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021. The data does not 
include loose cash donations in the collection baskets. 



 

 

Advent Wreaths and Calendars for sale! 
 

Our High School Youth are preparing to take a pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. John Paul II in 

Washington DC in January as part of their journey of following the saints this year.  

Please support their efforts to raise money for this experience by purchasing a handmade 

evergreen bough Advent wreath or chocolate Advent calendar after Masses this weekend.  

PILGRIMAGE FUNDRAISER 

Questions: contact Jennifer at jgreger@stpetersnsp.org  

PILGRIMAGE TO THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF JPII - Washington D.C. 
January 13 - 17, 2022 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP PILGRIMAGE 

$500 all inclusive: airfare, lodging, food 
Deadline to register = Dec 10 

We are delighted to travel to the National Shrine of JPII. 
We will spend time exploring the exhibits there, learning 
about the life of this amazing man and saint, and praying 
with him, asking for his intercession that we may realize 
what true happiness really is. In addition, we will 
contemplate beauty by exploring the National Mall, 
Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Capitol 
Building, and Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

“BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW” 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION – LECTIO DIVINA 

First Thursday – December 2, 2021 
Hours 5:00 – to 7:00 pm 

 Main Church 
 

This year we would like to rediscover the newness and beauty of the book of Psalm. We 
will and comment selected Psalms during the Lectio Divina every first Thursday of the 
month from September 2021 to June 2022. The book of the Psalms is the “prayer book” 
par excellence.  
“This Book expresses the entire human experience with its multiple facets and the whole range 
of sentiments that accompany human existence. In the Psalms are expressed and interwoven 
with joy and suffering, the longing for God and the perception of our own unworthiness, 
happiness and the feeling of abandonment, trust in God and sorrowful loneliness, fullness of life 
and fear of death. ”- Benedict XVI, GENERAL AUDIENCE, St. Peter's Square, Wednesday, 22 June 2011. 
 
SCHEDULE 2021 on the FIRST THURSDAY of EACH MONTH: 
December 2, 2021  5:00 to 7:00 pm – Psalm? Surprise :) 

 

You are welcome anytime to praise the Lord. 

 



 

 

Dear Engaged Couple,  
 
Planning for your upcoming wedding is a beautiful time. Your wedding day is the beginning of your marriage and 
commitment to each other for as long as you both shall live.  If you are planning to celebrate your marriage here 
at Saint Peter, you should let us know at least 9 months  in advance.  To assist you at the start of this vocation, you 
are required to attend three pre-marriage information sessions here at Saint Peter. There is a substantial amount 
of information that will be beneficial and therefore we request both of you to be present.  
 
We will cover:  

 Overview of the Catholic view on the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 

 Brief overview of Theology of the Body  

 Requirements and paperwork to be filled out 

 Premarital inventory information 

 Present a personal witness of married life 

 Presentation on music planning 

 Planning with our Wedding Coordinator  

 
These are the dates of the next three sessions:  

- Saturday, March 12, 2022, 7:45 am-1:00 pm (lunch provided)  

- Saturday, April 2, 2022, 8:00 am - 11:00 am  

- Saturday, April 23, 2022, 8:00 am - 11:00 am  

 
If you have any questions or to learn more and check available dates, e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 

ADMIRABILE SIGNUM 

Church of St Peter  
Procession to New Outdoor Nativity Scene 

December 8, 2021 
Following 7 pm Mass 

 
 A simple procession with candles and songs to Mary. 
 Process, following the clergy, to the New Outdoor Nativity Scene. 
 
Thank you to the donors! A new parishioner and a donor made it 
possible to buy the statues and build a crèche. These are two 
humbling witnesses of Time & Talent-Stewardship. 
 
 

 
*Statues and manger will be displayed alongside the church on Margaret 

Street N.  
 

The enchanting image of the Christmas crèche, so dear to the Christian 

people, never ceases to arouse amazement and wonder.  

 



 

 

Dear Church of St. Peter parishioners,  
 
In spite of the difficulties being faced from COVID-19, it is time to plan for the new 
school year at St. Anthony school, our sister parish in Paraguay. A full academic 
sponsorship is $300 per student which includes tuition, uniforms, books, supplies and 
snacks. Since 2010 the monthly fee for families is only $10 per student per month 
which is still a financial burden for most. This low monthly fee is only possible because 
of the prayers and financial support of the Church of 
St. Peter parishioners! Your generosity also supports the 
formation of future Franciscan priests, as well as 
providing meals to more than two thousand community 
members each month.  
 
Watch for the upcoming Padrinos For Paraguay 
sponsorship form insert in the bulletin and please be as 
generous in your prayers and financial support as 
possible!  
 
Thank you and God Bless! 
The Paraguay Committee 
Email: paraguay@churchofstpetersnsp.org 

PADRINOS FOR PARAGUAY 

Dear St. Peter Catholic School Community,  
 
Our Scripture Theme this school year is “Behold, I make all things new!” (Revelation 21:5) In that spirit, we wish 
you a Happy New (Liturgical) Year from St. Peter Catholic School, and wish to share good news with you! 
 
As we mark the First Sunday of Advent, we eagerly anticipate the coming of the Christ child while also giving 
thanks to God for the arrival of many new children (and families) to St. Peter Catholic School.   
 
This year we have enrolled 248 students in Preschool - 8th Grade, an increase of 10% compared to this time last 
school year! This also marks the first moment since the 2012-2013 school year that our Kindergarten-8th Grade 
enrollment has exceeded 200 students. May the increase in enrollment be marked, as St. Paul says in today’s 
Second Reading, by an increase in love for one another and for all! 
 
We invite all families with prospective Preschool and Kindergarten students to join us for an information night this 
coming Wednesday, December 1st at 7:00pm. RSVP by emailing our Enrollment Coordinator, Anna Heintz, at 
aheintz@stpetersnsp.org 
 
For the past 105 years, Church of St. Peter parishioners have given 
generously of their time, talent, and treasure to make this most important 
work of Catholic education possible. On behalf of the men and women of 
the faculty and staff of St. Peter Catholic School, thank you for your 
continued support of our mission to form critical thinkers, virtuous leaders 
and living saints. 
 
St. Peter, pray for us!  
God bless,  
Dennis Rankin, Principal 

ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 

 

mailto:paraguay@churchofstpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of November 28– December 5, 2021 

Sunday:    8:00 AM †Vern & Mary Peterson 

        10:30 AM Parishioners 

                6:00 PM  †Arline Raleigh       

Monday:     8:00 AM  †Ray Stolz 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM  †Edward & Petra Lunzer 

Wed:        8:00 AM †Dee Mudek 

      9:30 AM  School Mass 

Thursday:  8:00 AM †Joanne Wendel  

Friday:    8:00 AM  †Sharon Bystrom  

Saturday:  8:00 AM  †Beatrice Carr 

      4:00 PM  †Don & Jean Regan 

Sunday:    8:00 AM  Parishioners 

        10:30 AM †Dan Leko 

                6:00 PM  †Geraldine Cocchiarella  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 15, 22 
Confession 5:30-5:50pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 22 added Confession from 6:30-8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 
 
SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Tuesday, December 7: Vigil Mass at 7:00pm 
Wednesday, December 8: 8:00am, 9:30am, 7:00pm 
*7:00pm incense 

 
ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

December 4, 8:30am - noon 

 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA 

Thursday, December 16 - December 23 

At 5:00pm in the Church 

*Novena concludes Friday, December 24 at 8:30am, 

following morning Mass 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE DAY 
Friday, December 24: Confessions 9:00am - 11:00am 
 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 
Friday, December 24: Vigil Masses 4:00pm and 
6:00pm 
*4:00pm incense 
11:00pm Lessons and Carole (prior to Midnight Mass) 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
Saturday, December 25: 12:00am (midnight), 8:00am 

and 10:30am  

*12:00am and 10:30am incense 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  - Sunday obligation  

(No 4:00pm anticipatory Mass due to Christmas Day) 
Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm 
 
SOLEMNITY: MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Friday, December 31: Vigil Mass at 7:00pm *incense 
Saturday, January 1: 8:00am 
(not a holy day of obligation this year) 
 
SOLEMNITY: EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 1: Vigil Mass at 4:00pm 
Sunday, January 2: 8:00am, 
10:30am, 6:00pm 
*6:00pm incense 
 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

The Christmas Giving Tree has been set up in the 
Gathering Space. If you would like to buy a gift for a 
child you may take a tag from the tree; each child will 
have a total of 4 tags on the tree labeled with either a 
clothing or toy preference. Please bring your wrapped 
gift back to either the church or to the parish office no 
later than Sunday, December 19th.  
 
REMEMBER TO PLACE THE LABELED 
TAG ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE 
WRAPPED GIFT.  
 
Gifts will be picked up in Fellowship 
Hall on Tuesday, December 21st 
between the hours of 11:30-1:00 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

Thank you to all who donated, worked and 
SHOPPED at the Council of Catholic Women Sale 
last week-end.  Your generosity enables us to give 

back to our Church, school and community! 

Women of all ages are invited to the 
CCW Christmas potluck on Monday, 
December 6th in Fellowship Hall at 

6:00pm. 

CCW  



 

 


