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WHAT IS ADVENT? 

 

In an Advent homily from many years ago, the then-Joseph Ratzinger mused: 

“What is Advent? Many answers can be given. […] We can grumble and say that it is nothing but 

a pretext for hectic activity and commercialism, prettified with sentimental clichés in which people 

stopped believing ages ago.  In many cases this may be true, but it is not the whole picture. 

 

We can say the reverse, that Advent is a time when, in the midst of an unbelieving world, 

something of the luminous quality of this lost faith is still perceptible, like a visual echo.  Just 

as stars are visible long after they have become extinct, since their erstwhile light is still on its way 

to us, so this mystery frequently offers some warmth and hope even to those who are no longer 

able to believe in it. 

 

We can also say that Advent is a time when a kindness that is otherwise almost entirely forgotten is 

mobilized; namely, the willingness to think of others and give them a token of kindness. Finally we 

can say that Advent is a time when old customs live again, for instance in the singing of carols that 

takes place all over the country.  In the melodies and the words of these carols, something of the 

simplicity, imagination and glad strength of our forefathers makes itself heard in our age, bringing 

consolation and encouraging us perhaps to have another go at faith which could make people so 

glad in such hard times. This latter kind of experience of Advent brings us quite close to what the 

Christian tradition has in mind with this season. It has expressed its view of Advent in the Bible texts 

that is look as the season's signposts. I will mention just one of them, a few verses from Paul’s letter 

to the Christians in Rome. There he says, ‘…it is full time now for you to wake from sleep…the night 

is far gone, the day is at and. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light, let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealously. But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ…’ (Rom 13:11-14).  

 

SO ADVENT MEANS GETTING UP, BEING AWAKE, EMERGING OUT OF SLEEP AND DARKNESS. 

[…] For us, ‘rising from sleep’ means arising from conformity with the world and with the 

times and having the courage to believe and to shake off the dream that causes us to bypass 

our true vocation and our best possibilities. […] Being awake for God and for other people – 

that is the kind of ‘waking’ that Advent has in mind, the wakefulness that discovers the light 

and brightens the world.” 

 

Happy Third Sunday of Advent to all of you! 

Pastor, Fr. Ettore Ferrario 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

“Behold, I make all things new.” Rev 21:5 

 

Thank you to the 194 families so far that have completed a Stewardship of Treasure commitment for their 2022 

Sunday Giving! 

At this point last year, we had received 200 Stewardship of Treasure commitment cards. 

 

  

  63 are from families that did not make a pledge last year 

 41 are from families that were able to increase their pledge amount from last year 

 73 are from families that were able to maintain and commit to their same pledge amount  

      from last year 

  17 are from families that decreased their pledge amount from last year 

 
  

  

 16 pledges of annual donations for a total of:  $  55,770.00 

 83 pledges of monthly donations for a total of:  $147,492.00 

 87 pledges of weekly donations for a total of:   $198,484.00 

 8 pledges without a specific amount 

The total amount of pledge donations for this year is:  $423,778.00 

 
 
 

 11 households are pledging $1 to $499 per year 

 41 households are pledging $500 to $999 per year 

 95 households are pledging $1,000 to $2,999 per year 

 20 households are pledging $3,000 to $4,999 per year 

 19 households are pledging more than $5,000 per year 

Average Annual Pledge at this time is $2,278 = $43.81/week = $189.86/month 

Average Annual Pledge last year at this time was $2,288. = $44.00/week = $190.67/month 

 

Number of Registered Households: 1550 

Number of Registered Households that have donated to Sunday Giving in the last year: 728 

 

This means that, last year, 47% of the households gave a donation to the parish’s Sunday Giving. Also, 23% of 

the registered households give the 87% of the total Sunday offertory collected last year. 

Comparing the number of cards received and the number of donors of the last year, we see that so far 27% of 

donors of the last year filled out the pledge cards of the Stewardship of Treasure. 

 

The Stewardship of Treasure is not the end of this path of educating ourselves to the newness of life. 

Stewardship is our strive to ask for loving what God commands and to desire what he promised, that, amid the 

uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 

Blessings in this Advent season! - the Church of St. Peter Stewardship Committee  

Of the 194 cards received this year: 

Of those same 194 cards received so far, we have: 

Of those 186 Households that pledged a dollar amount: 



 

 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

*PIZZA & SWEETS SALES TO SUPPORT THE PILGRIMAGE* 

Wednesday, December 15th 
 

Fellowship Hall 
11:30 - 11:55 (gathering time) 

12:00 lunch 
 

Serving: Roast beef dinner, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, corn, tossed salad, dinner roll, and dessert 
 
Entertainment: The 3M Mellow Fellows 
 

Reservations required by Monday, 12/13 
Contact Jean Sinn 651-777-3224 
 or Cathy Evans 651-481-1012  

 
Cost: $11 (paid at check-in) 

CELEBRATING SENIORS 
DECEMBER LUNCHEON 

ADULT FF IS BACK AT ST PETER 
 

4th Thursday of the month 
Hours: 6:45 - 8:00 pm 
Place: Fellowship Hall 

 
Thursday January 27, 2022   Faith & Reason     

             presented by Dr. Steve Brown 
 
Thursday February 24, 2022  St Peter’s exhibit (the parish is celebrating the Patron Feast  

           Day on Saturday-Sunday Feb 26-27, 2022) 
 
Thursday March 24     Surprise to come 
 
Thursday April 28      Surprise to come 
 
Thursday May 26      Surprise to come 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 



 

 

The Christmas Giving Tree has been set up in the 
Gathering Space. If you would like to buy a gift for a 
child you may take a tag from the tree; each child will 
have a total of 4 tags on the tree labeled with either a 
clothing or toy preference. Please bring your wrapped 
gift back to either the church or to the parish office no 
later than Sunday, December 19th. 
REMEMBER TO PLACE THE LABELED TAG 
ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE WRAPPED 
GIFT.  
 
Gifts will be picked up in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 
December 21st between the hours of 11:30-1:00 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

2nd COLLECTION - THIS WEEKEND 
In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests have dedicated themselves 
to service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an 
aching world. Yet years of serving for little or no pay 
have left their religious communities without enough 
retirement savings.  
Your gift to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious helps provide medications, nursing 
care, and other necessities. Please be 
generous! 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR  
RELIGIOUS 

 

JOIN US FOR A LIVE NATIVITY 

The Live Nativity is at  Scott and Mary Mogren’s Mercy Reins Ranch 
11033 66th Street N  Stillwater,  MN 55082 

 

Sunday December 12, 2021 

Social Hour and Refreshments start at 3:30 
Live Nativity starts at 4:30 

Dear friends and parishioners, 
 These first 4 months of seminary have been very beautiful and very intense. Now, in my last year of seminary, I 
begin to see some fruits of the work of these years, especially regarding the awareness of myself: I can now say 
that I know myself much better than 5 years ago, both in my limits and the gifts I have been given. Learning to 
open myself sincerely with my superiors, without wearing masks to appear as something I am not, has allowed me 
to have a more proper and realistic perception of who I am and therefore, to live a life truer and freer, which 
means more able to pursue what truly answers my desire for happiness. 
 But these months have also been intense: with the situation of the pandemic seeming to be a little less severe, we 
opened our seminary to host many relatives and friends, groups of young people and families who wish to come 
and meet us. We also made more visits to others in their communities. To be able to bring a bit of the hope and 
certainty that comes from our life of faith is always a great enrichment, especially for us. Because it shows us how 
the relationship with God really fulfills the life of those who let Him approach them. But these have been intense 
months also because in the seminary I have been entrusted with two demanding assignments: I take care of both 
the monthly journal of the Fraternity of St. Charles (online you can find some of the articles) and the general 
secretary of the seminary. This latter is a very "dry" job because it takes place essentially in front of a computer, 
but it is beautiful to recognize that even in this way I build the Fraternity of St. Charles, and that even writing a 
simple email I respond to what God has entrusted to me through the requests 
of my superiors. 
 In order to live this life and this service, I ask my friends for an economic 
support: all of us seminarians are sustained entirely by the charity and 
generosity of many friends. Last year, with much generosity, you gave me 
$5000 that I used to pay my theological studies (€1500) and part of the 
ordinary expenses of the seminary (like heating, food, rent, …). I would like 
to ask you if you would be able to help me raise this amount. 
 Thank you a lot! And I wish you a blessed Christmas! 

 - Giacomo 

SEMINARIAN - GIACOMO 



 

 

Dear Engaged Couple,  
Planning for your upcoming wedding is a beautiful time. Your wedding day is the beginning of your marriage and 
commitment to each other for as long as you both shall live.  If you are planning to celebrate your marriage here 
at Saint Peter, you should let us know at least 9 months  in advance.  To assist you at the start of this vocation, you 
are required to attend three pre-marriage information sessions here at Saint Peter. There is a substantial amount 
of information that will be beneficial and therefore we request both of you to be present.  
 
These are the dates of the next three sessions:  
- Saturday, March 12, 2022, 7:45 am-1:00 pm (lunch provided)  
- Saturday, April 2, 2022, 8:00 am - 11:00 am  
- Saturday, April 23, 2022, 8:00 am - 11:00 am  
  *If you have any questions or to learn more and check available dates, e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 

FAITH FORMATION - 3RD WEEK OF ADVENT 

Praying the O Antiphons 

On this third Sunday in Advent - Gaudete Sunday - the Church encourages us to rejoice, for the Lord is coming 
soon!  We can join in this joyful anticipation by praying the ‘O Antiphons’ during the last seven days before 
Christmas. These ancient prayers of praise and hope, which we echo in the familiar hymn, O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel,  are prayed by the whole Church during evening prayer on December 17th-23rd. Based on the Messianic 
prophecies of the Old Testament, each antiphon calls to mind a title of Jesus: O Sapientia (Wisdom), O Adonai, (Lord 
and Ruler), O Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (Key of David), O Oriens (Morning Star or Radiant Dawn), 

O Rex Gentium (King of the Gentiles) and O Emmauel (God with Us).  Put in reverse order: Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, 
Clavis, Radix, Adonai, Sapientia, the first letter of each name spells out the Latin phrase ERO CRAS, which means, 

“Tomorrow I will come.”   
 

Praying the O Antiphons with your family is a great way to highlight these last days of Advent.  
 
December 17 
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
December 18 
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 
and gave him the law on Sinai: 
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm. 
December 19 
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; 
before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: 
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 
December 20 
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
 
Want to learn more about the O Antiphons?   

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/o-antiphons-fullness-time/ for the adults 

https://www.catholicicing.com/o-antiphon-ideas-for-catholic-families-an-advent-tradition/ crafts and ideas for the 

children  

December 21 
O Morning Star, 
splendor of light eternal and sun 
of righteousness: 
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 
December 22 
O King of the nations, and their desire, 
the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay. 
December 23 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 
the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 
Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/o-antiphons-fullness-time/
https://www.catholicicing.com/o-antiphon-ideas-for-catholic-families-an-advent-tradition/


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of December 12– December 19, 2021 

Sunday:    8:00 AM  †Donald Ethier 

        10:30 AM †Joe Cicchese 

                6:00 PM  Parishioners  

Monday:     8:00 AM  †Don & Jean Regan 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM  †Donald Kyle 

Wed:        8:00 AM †Sandra Hause 

      6:00 PM  †Richard Lonkey 

Thursday:  8:00 AM †Donald Kyle  

Friday:    8:00 AM  †Sean Patrick Lyons 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  †Leonard Sears 

      4:00 PM  †Mary Leona &George Nash 

Sunday:    8:00 AM  †Ray Stolz 

        10:30 AM †Dan Leko 

                6:00 PM  Parishioners  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 22 
Confession 5:30-5:50pm, Mass 6pm. 
December 22 added Confession from 6:30-8:30pm. 
(visiting Priest) 

 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA 

Thursday, December 16 - December 23 

At 5:00pm in the Church 

*Novena concludes Friday, December 24 at 8:30am, 

following morning Mass 

 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Saturday, December 18th from 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE DAY 
Friday, December 24: Confessions 9:00am - 
11:00am 
 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 
Friday, December 24: Vigil Masses 4:00pm and 
6:00pm 
*4:00pm incense 
11:00pm Lessons and Carole (prior to Midnight 
Mass) 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
Saturday, December 25: 12:00am (midnight), 

8:00am and 10:30am  

*12:00am and 10:30am incense 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  - Sunday obligation  

(No 4:00pm anticipatory Mass due to Christmas Day) 
Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm 
 
SOLEMNITY: MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Friday, December 31: Vigil Mass at 7:00pm *incense 
Saturday, January 1: 8:00am 
(not a holy day of obligation this year) 
 
SOLEMNITY: EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 1: Vigil Mass at 4:00pm 
Sunday, January 2: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm 
*6:00pm incense 
 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

ENVIRONMENT 

We would like to thank our church  
environmental crew for their amazing 
work on preparing our beautiful church 
for Advent and Christmas. These 
gentleman, Al Weber, Dave Tepe, and 
Greg O’Connor continue to bring the beauty to the 
church week in and week out. If you would wish to 
donate to the environment, simply fill out the form 
below. A suggested amount would be $25. You can 
drop it in the collection basket or drop it off at the 
office. Thank you for your generosity. 
Name:______________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________ 

In Loving Memory of: 

___________________________________ 

Amount:____________________________ 
Loved ones will be listed in a January Bulletin. 

On Saturday, December 18th,  join the Knights of 
Columbus on the sidewalk in front of Little Canada 
Planned Parenthood (91 Viking Drive- by Hwy 36 & 
Rice St). We will meet there from 11:30 am-12:30 
pm, and again on the 3rd Saturday of EVERY 
month. Through prayer and/or holding signs 
let's defend the unborn. (Signs provided)  For info on 
parking or other questions email johzak@msn.com or 

call Jan Hawkes at 651-490-0247. 

PRO-LIFE EVENT 

mailto:johzak@msn.com


 

 


